The Celtic Cross is an ancient Christian symbol. The cross proper
recalls the death of Christ for the sins of his people, while the circle is a
historic symbol of God’s eternal nature. Jesus’ name is at the center,
depicted by the Greek letters “Ιης” and is surrounded by the vine and
branches, representing our relationship to Him. At the bottom,
CHRISTUS VICTOR, “Christ is Victorious,” testifies to his triumph over
sin and death on the cross. This Celtic cross is used by permission of
Saint Paul’s Presbyterian Church in Orlando, Florida. Each of the five
panels represents a significant event in Christ’s life.

Exalting Christ through Worship,
Renewal, Community, and Partnership

HIS REIGN
The wounded lamb as Christ reclining on the book of seven seals
is a historic symbol of the reigning Christ. The three-rayed
nimbus is an ancient symbol of deity. (Revelation 5:9-12)
HIS RESURRECTION
Lilies traditionally represent the resurrection; the trumpet
heralds Christ’s certain and triumphal return. (1 Corinthians
15:54; Matthew 24:31; Luke 12:27)

HIS ATONEMENT
The crown of thorns and nails testify to Christ’s sacrificial
death on the cross. (Hebrews 2:17; John 19:2; 20:27)

HIS BAPTISM
The dove and tongues of fire symbolically portray the Holy
Spirit. (Matthew 3:10; Acts 2:3)

HIS INCARNATION
The open Bible is the Word of God. The
double lighted candlesticks represent the
dual nature of Christ—his deity and his
humanity. (John 1:1-14)

CHRIST CHURCH VENTURA
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA

To all who are spiritually weary and seek rest; to all who mourn and long for
comfort; to all who struggle and desire hope; to all who sin and need a
Savior; to all who are strangers and yearn for home; to all who hunger and
thirst after righteousness; and to whoever will come; this church offers a
genuine welcome in the name of the risen Lord Jesus Christ.

WHAT IS OUR MESSAGE?

The great good news is that God has taken it upon Himself to do
something for us that we are powerless to do for ourselves. The
Gospel is simply this: sinners are forgiven and accepted by God
because of the work of Jesus Christ. Trust in Christ’s finished work is
not just the beginning of the Christian life, but the means and end
as well. The Gospel is what must be applied more and more deeply
in order to live as a Christian. The power of the Gospel is not merely
about forgiveness and improvement, but renewal and wholeness.
A GOSPEL-SHAPED MINISTRY

• The Gospel changes people — Through the continual application of the
Gospel we become more like Christ.
• The Gospel produces joy —

Grace frees us from both condemnation
and self-righteousness to enjoy God fully.

• The Gospel defines community — In union with Christ, we become God’s
sons and daughters—His new people.
• The Gospel points outward —

Grace disengages approval seeking,
engenders authenticity, and curbs pride.

WHAT DO WE BELIEVE?
We embrace the historic Christian faith — believing the timeless
truths held in common by the church in all ages and places. We
wholeheartedly affirm the classic doctrines defined by the Apostles’,
Nicene, and Athanasian Creeds.
• The Trinity —

There is only one God eternally existing in
three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

• The Incarnation — The person Jesus Christ is the only Son of
God who is both fully God and fully human.
• The Atonement — Jesus died on a cross and was raised from
the dead in order to redeem us from our sins.
We also embrace the Reformed Christian faith — believing the
biblical teachings that were restated during the Protestant
Reformation. This great renewal of the church in the 16th century
has given us a common heritage in the classic “solas”.
• Scripture Alone — The Bible is the one source of divine revelation and
the only completely reliable guide for faith and life.

• The Gospel informs attitudes — As Christians, we desire the peace and
wellbeing of our communities and cities.

• Christ Alone — Salvation is accomplished by the substitutionary
atonement of the historical and sinless Christ alone.

• The Gospel removes barriers — Reconciliation humbles us so that we
may become agents to reconcile others.

• Grace Alone — We are rescued from God’s anger, freed from sin’s
bondage and lifted to new life by His grace alone.

• The Gospel renews culture —

• Faith Alone —

Christ’s righteousness is imputed to us as the only
possible satisfaction of God’s justice by faith alone.

• God Alone —

The sole purpose of our creation and redemption
is to enjoy God’s presence and live for His glory.

•

All of life matters to God and we are
to pursue all vocations with excellence.

The Gospel builds momentum — Church planting is the result of and the
WHAT DO WE
BELIEVE?
means
to fulfilling the great commission

CHRIST CHURCH VENTURA IS A CONGREGATION
OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA
Alive by God’s grace, we aim to know, love, and follow Jesus
through historic worship, gospel renewal, genuine community, and
global partnership to the end that God’s people are gathered and
Christ’s Kingdom is extended throughout Ventura County and beyond.
CHURCH OFFICERS
Teaching Elder, Roy R. Bennett (ojairoyb@gmail.com)
Interim Pastor, Johnathan B. Keenan (johnathan.keenan@ruf.com)
Ruling Elder, David Blank (cosmos.psa19@rocketmail.com)
Ruling Elder, Brad Durant (braddurant@verizon.net)
Deacon, Ernie Rivas (abodigital@mac.com)
Deacon, David Logan (sharkseven@gmail.com)
CONTACT INFORMATION
Office Manager, Martha Etchart (venturachristchurch@gmail.com)
PO Box 3572 Ventura, CA. 93006 (805) 804-3378
www.christchurchventura.org
WORSHIP LOCATION
Christ Church Ventura meets in person for public worship
On Sundays at 1:30pm (196 North Ashwood Avenue)
Christ Church Ventura also livestreams worship services on YouTube
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Children’s Education (ages 2-18) — Class dismissed indefinitely
Men’s Study Group — Online class (Contact David Blank)
Women’s Study Group — Online class (Contact Rebecca Durant)
All Music reproduction is by permission CCLI# 2200400
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Order for the Celebration and Worship of God
Easter Sunday; April 17, 2022 1:30pm
* Congregation standing
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE (Music on Page 2)

“Were You There”
Chris Rice © 2002

CALL TO WORSHIP
John 20:1-17 (ESV)
:1
20 Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the
tomb early, while it was still dark, and saw that the stone had been
taken away from the tomb. 2 So she ran and went to Simon Peter and
the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They
have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they
have laid him.” 3 So Peter went out with the other disciple, and they
were going toward the tomb. 4 Both of them were running together, but
the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 And
stooping to look in, he saw the linen cloths lying there, but he did not
go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb.
He saw the linen cloths lying there, 7 and the face cloth, which had
been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen cloths but folded up in a
place by itself. 8 Then the other disciple, who had reached the tomb
first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9 for as yet they did not
understand the Scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10 Then the
disciples went back to their homes. 11 But Mary stood weeping outside
the tomb, and as she wept she stooped to look into the tomb. 12 And
she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had lain,
one at the head and one at the feet. 13 They said to her, “Woman, why
are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord,
and I do not know where they have laid him.” 14 Having said this, she
turned around and saw Jesus standing, but she did not know that it
was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom
are you seeking?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him,

WERE YOU THERE
Were you there when they crucified my Lord
Were you there when they crucified my Lord
Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree
Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree

* CHARGE AND BLESSING
Minister:
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord in the power of
his resurrection. Alleluia! The grace of the Lord Jesus
Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
People:
And also with you.
Minister:
Christ is risen!
People:
Christ is risen!
Minister:
Christ is risen!
People:
Christ is risen!
Minister:
Christ is risen!
People:
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!
POSTLUDE

Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb
Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb

“Amazing Grace (My Chains are Gone)”
Chris Tomlin © 2011

Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble
Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb
Were you there when they rolled away the stone
Were you there when they rolled away the stone
Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble
Were you there when they rolled away the stone
Were you there when he washed my sins away
Were you there when he washed my sins away

* Regarding participation the Lord’s Supper
Those who have publicly professed faith in Jesus Christ, have been baptized,
and are committed to a Gospel proclaiming church, are welcome to celebrate
in the Lord’s Supper with us. If these particular facts do not describe you,
we respectfully ask you to refrain from participating in the sacrament.
Please come forward to receive the sacrament.
Take an individual wafer/juice set and return to your seat.
Wait until all have received the elements, then the Pastor will lead
the congregation to observe the Lord’s Supper together.

Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble
Were you there when he washed my sins away
2
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WE WILL FEAST IN THE HOUSE OF ZION
We will feast in the house of Zion
We will sing with our hearts restored
He has done great things, we will say together
We will feast and weep no more
We will not be burned by the fire
He is the Lord, our God
We are not consumed by the flood
Upheld, protected, gathered up
We will feast in the house of Zion
We will sing with our hearts restored
He has done great things, we will say together
We will feast and weep no more
In the dark of night, before the dawn
My soul, be not afraid
For the promised morning, oh, how long?
Oh, God of Jacob, be my strength
We will feast in the house of Zion
We will sing with our hearts restored
He has done great things, we will say together
We will feast and weep no more
Every vow we've broken and betrayed
You are the Faithful one
And from the garden to the grave
Bind us together, bring shalom
We will feast in the house of Zion
We will sing with our hearts restored
He has done great things, we will say together
We will feast and weep no more

“Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him,
and I will take him away.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned
and said to him in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means Teacher).
17 Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to me, for I have not yet ascended
to the Father; but go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am
ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’”
INITIATORY
Minister:
Christ is risen!
People:
The Lord is risen indeed!
Minister:
Glory and honor, dominion and power be to God forever!
People:
Christ is risen. Alleluia!
* PRAISE SONG (Lyrics on page 4)

“How Deep the Father’s Love”

Phillips, Craig, and Dean © 2006

* PRAYER OF ADORATION
Unison:
Almighty God, who through your only-begotten
Son Jesus Christ overcame death and opened to us the gate
of everlasting life, grant that we, who celebrate with joy the
day of the Lord’s resurrection, may be raised from the death
of sin by your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.
* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
The Apostles' Creed
Unison:
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, the Creator
of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our
Lord: Who was conceived of the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate was crucified, dead, and
was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He arose
again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the
right hand of God the Father Almighty, whence He shall come
to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.
3

HOW DEEP THE FATHER’S LOVE
How deep the Father's love for us
How vast beyond all measure
That he should give His only Son
And make a wretch his treasure
How great the pain of searing loss
The Father turns his face away
As wounds which mar the chosen one
Brings many sons to glory
Behold the man upon a cross
My sin upon his shoulders
Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice
Call out among the scoffers
It was my sin that held him there
Until it was accomplished
His dying breath has brought me life
I know that it is finished
I will not boast in anything
No gifts, no power, no wisdom
But I will boast in Jesus Christ
His death and resurrection
Why should I gain from his reward
I cannot give an answer
But this I know with all my heart
His wounds have paid my ransom
Why should I gain from his reward
I cannot give an answer
But this I know with all my heart
His wounds have paid my ransom

4

PRAYER OF APPROACH
Unison:
We do not presume to come to this your table, O
merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but in your
great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up
crumbs under your table. But you are the same Lord, whose
nature is always to have mercy; grant us therefore, gracious
Lord, that we may so partake of this bread and wine that our
sinful bodies may be made clean by Christ’s body, and our
souls washed through his most precious blood, and that we
may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.
AGNUS DEI
Minister:
People:

John 1:29
“Jesus is God’s Lamb, who takes away the world’s sin!”
Have mercy on us, O Lord and grant us your peace.

THE LORD'S SUPPER
Minister:
People:
Minister:
People:

Christ our Passover, sacrificed for us.
Therefore, let us keep the feast!
The gifts of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to the Lord!

COMMUNION MUSIC
(Lyrics on Page 12)

“We Will Feast in the House of Zion”
Sandra McCracken © 2002

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Minister:
The Lord be with you!
People:
And also with you!
Minister:
Lift up your hearts!
People:
We lift them up to the Lord!
Minister:
Let us give thanks to the Lord!
People:
It is good and right so to do.
Minister:
It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks
and praise. O God our Creator and Redeemer, in your wisdom, you
made all things and sustain them by your power. Baptized as your
own, Jesus went willingly to his death and by your power was
raised to new life. In his dying and rising, you gave birth to your
church, delivered us from slavery to sin and death, and made with
us a new covenant by water and the Spirit. Therefore we praise
you, joining our voices with the host of angels and all the faithful of
every time and place, who forever sing to your glory.

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON

Psalm 17:1-15 (ESV)

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION

17:1 Hear a just cause, O Lord; attend to my cry! Give ear to my
prayer from lips free of deceit! 2 From your presence let my
vindication come! Let your eyes behold the right! 3 You have tried
my heart, you have visited me by night, you have tested me, and
you will find nothing; I have purposed that my mouth will not
transgress. 4 With regard to the works of man, by the word of your
lips I have avoided the ways of the violent. 5 My steps have held
fast to your paths; my feet have not slipped. 6 I call upon you, for
you will answer me, O God; incline your ear to me; hear my words.
7 Wondrously show your steadfast love, O Savior of those who seek
refuge from their adversaries at your right hand. 8 Keep me as the
apple of your eye; hide me in the shadow of your wings, 9 from the
wicked who do me violence, my deadly enemies who surround me.
10 They close their hearts to pity; with their mouths they speak
arrogantly. 11 They have now surrounded our steps; they set their
eyes to cast us to the ground. 12 He is like a lion eager to tear, as a
young lion lurking in ambush. 13 Arise, O Lord! Confront him,
subdue him! Deliver my soul from the wicked by your sword,
14 from men by your hand, O Lord, from men of the world whose
portion is in this life. You fill their womb with treasure; they are
satisfied with children, and they leave their abundance to their
infants. 15 As for me, I shall behold your face in righteousness;
when I awake, I shall be satisfied with your likeness.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Minister:
People:

SANCTUS
Minister:
People:

Isaiah 6:3; Psalm 118:26 (ESV)
“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts;
the whole earth is full of his glory!”
“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!
We bless you from the house of the Lord.”

1 Corinthians 11:23-26

The Word of the Lord!
Thanks be to God!

EASTER LITANY
Minister:
In the peace of the risen Christ, let us pray to the Lord.
People:
Lord, hear our prayer.
Minister:
People:

Let us pray that we may rest and rejoice in our Lord Jesus,
who raised us up and seated us with him in the heavens.
Lord, hear our prayer

Minister:
People:
Minister:

People:
Minister:
People:
Minister:
People:
Minister:
People:
Minister:

Let us pray that all enemies to God and his redemptive
purposes may be frustrated and routed from the earth.
Lord, hear our prayer.
Let us pray that believers may be freed from worldly
values, fleshly ambitions, and demonic influences by the
victory of Christ.
Lord, hear our prayer.
Let us pray that Christ by his Spirit may fill us with the
joy and hope of his holy and life-giving resurrection.
Lord, hear our prayer.
Let us pray that Christ may through us provide for
those who lack food, work, shelter, and community.
Lord, hear our prayer.
Let us pray that through the love of Christ, violence,
famine, and injustice may cease throughout all the earth.
Lord, hear our prayer.

People:

Let us pray that isolated and persecuted churches may be
renewed and encouraged by the Word and Sacraments.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Minister:
People:

Again and again in peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Matthew 6:9-13 (ESV)
Our father, in heaven, hallowed by your name, Your kingdom come,
Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we also forgive our
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil:
for your is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever.
Amen
* HYMN OF TRUST (Music on page 7)

“In Christ Alone”

Alison Krauss © 2012

SERMON NOTES

* PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SERMO

IN CHRIST ALONE

Reverend Johnathan B. Keena
“The Hope of the Resurrection”

PASTORAL PRAYER
OFFERTORY

“Jesus Paid it All” Fernando Ortega © 2002

* DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, praise Him all creatures
here below. Praise Him above ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son,
and Holy Ghost. Amen.
* PRAYER OF DEDICATION
CONFESSION OF SIN

Unison:
Our gracious God and Father, your promises in Christ
Jesus are true and will all be fulfilled as surely as you have spoken
them. Yet we have often doubted them and lived at times as if there
is no God. Lord, forgive us for trusting other things and being
content with temporal treasures. Grant us grace to repent and to
rest in Christ, our God incarnate, as the ground of our lives and the
spring of our hope. Teach us to resign to your will and to believe
that you work all things for the good of those who love you.

Minister:
Unison:

Therefore, we proclaim the faith!
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.
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ASSURANCE OF PARDON
2 Corinthians 4:13-16 (ESV)
Minister:
“Since we have the same spirit of faith according to
what has been written, ‘I believed, and so I spoke,’ we also believe,
and so we also speak, knowing that he who raised the Lord Jesus
will raise us also with Jesus and bring us with you into his
presence. For it is all for your sake, so that as grace extends to
more and more people it may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of
God. So we do not lose heart.”

In Christ alone my hope is found
He is my light, my strength, my song
This cornerstone, this solid ground
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm
What heights of love, what depths of peace
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease
My comforter, my all in all
Here in the love of Christ I stand
In Christ alone, who took on flesh
Fullness of God in helpless babe
This gift of love and righteousness
Scorned by the ones He came to save
Till on that cross as Jesus died
The wrath of God was satisfied
For every sin on him was laid
Here in the death of Christ I live
There in the ground his body lay
Light of the world by darkness slain
Then bursting forth in glorious day
Up from the grave he rose again
And as he stands in victory
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me
For I am his and he is mine
Bought with the precious blood of Christ
No guilt in life, no fear in death
This is the power of Christ in me
From life's first cry to final breath
Jesus commands my destiny
No power of hell, no scheme of man
Can ever pluck me from his hand
Till he returns or calls me home
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand

GOSPEL LESSON

John 11:1-44 (ESV)

11:1 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of
Mary and her sister Martha. 2 It was Mary who anointed the Lord
with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother
Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters sent to him, saying, “Lord, he
whom you love is ill.” 4 But when Jesus heard it he said, “This
illness does not lead to death. It is for the glory of God, so that the
Son of God may be glorified through it.” 5 Now Jesus loved Martha
and her sister and Lazarus. 6 So, when he heard that Lazarus was
ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 7 Then
after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8 The
disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now seeking to
stone you, and are you going there again?” 9 Jesus answered, “Are
there not twelve hours in the day? If anyone walks in the day, he
does not stumble, because he sees the light of this world. 10 But if
anyone walks in the night, he stumbles, because the light is not in
him.” 11 After saying these things, he said to them, “Our friend
Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I go to awaken him.” 12 The disciples
said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will recover.” 13 Now
Jesus had spoken of his death, but they thought that he meant
taking rest in sleep. 14 Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus has
died, 15 and for your sake I am glad that I was not there, so that
you may believe. But let us go to him.” 16 So Thomas, called the
Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die
with him.” 17 Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had
already been in the tomb four days. 18 Bethany was near
Jerusalem, about two miles off, 19 and many of the Jews had come
to Martha and Mary to console them concerning their brother. 20 So
when Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him,
but Mary remained seated in the house. 21 Martha said to Jesus,
“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.
22 But even now I know that whatever you ask from God, God will
give you.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.”
24 Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the
resurrection on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the

resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die,
yet shall he live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me shall
never die. Do you believe this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I
believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into
the world.” 28 When she had said this, she went and called her
sister Mary, saying in private, “The Teacher is here and is calling for
you.” 29 And when she heard it, she rose quickly and went to him.
30 Now Jesus had not yet come into the village, but was still in the
place where Martha had met him. 31 When the Jews who were with
her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary rise quickly and go out,
followed her, supposing that she was going to the tomb to weep
there. 32 Now when Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him,
she fell at his feet, saying to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my
brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and
the Jews who had come with her also weeping, he was deeply
moved in his spirit and greatly troubled. 34 And he said, “Where
have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.”
35 Jesus wept. 36 So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But
some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind
man also have kept this man from dying?” 38 Then Jesus, deeply
moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay
against it. 39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister
of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, by this time there will be an
odor, for he has been dead four days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I
not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?”
41 So they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and
said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard me. 42 I knew that
you always hear me, but I said this on account of the people
standing around, that they may believe that you sent me.” 43 When
he had said these things, he cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus,
come out.” 44 The man who had died came out, his hands and feet
bound with linen strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus
said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.
Minister:
People:

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ!
Thanks be to the Lord!

