The Celtic Cross is an ancient Christian symbol. The cross proper
recalls the death of Christ for the sins of his people, while the circle is a
historic symbol of God’s eternal nature. Jesus’ name is at the center,
depicted by the Greek letters “Ιης” and is surrounded by the vine and
branches, representing our relationship to Him. At the bottom,
CHRISTUS VICTOR, “Christ is Victorious,” testifies to his triumph over
sin and death on the cross. This Celtic cross is used by permission of
Saint Paul’s Presbyterian Church in Orlando, Florida. Each of the five
panels represents a significant event in Christ’s life.

Exalting Christ through Worship
Renewal, Community, and Partnership

HIS REIGN
The wounded lamb as Christ reclining on the book of seven seals
is a historic symbol of the reigning Christ. The three-rayed
nimbus is an ancient symbol of deity. (Revelation 5:9-12)
HIS RESURRECTION
Lilies traditionally represent the resurrection; the trumpet
heralds Christ’s certain and triumphal return. (1 Corinthians
15:54; Matthew 24:31; Luke 12:27)

HIS ATONEMENT
The crown of thorns and nails testify to Christ’s sacrificial
death on the cross. (Hebrews 2:17; John) 19:2; 20:27)
HIS BAPTISM
The dove and tongues of fire symbolically portray the Holy
Spirit. (Matthew 3:10; Acts 2:3)
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HIS INCARNATION
The open Bible is the Word of God. The
double lighted candlesticks represent the
dual nature of Christ—his deity and his
humanity. (John 1:1-14)

CHRIST CHURCH VENTURA
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA

To all who are spiritually weary and seek rest; to all who mourn and long for
comfort; to all who struggle and desire hope; to all who sin and need a
Savior; to all who are strangers and yearn for home; to all who hunger and
thirst after righteousness; and to whoever will come; this church offers a
genuine welcome in the name of the risen Lord Jesus Christ.

WHAT IS OUR MESSAGE?

The great good news is that God has taken it upon Himself to do
something for us that we are powerless to do for ourselves. The
Gospel is simply this: sinners are forgiven and accepted by God
because of the work of Jesus Christ. Trust in Christ’s finished work is
not just the beginning of the Christian life, but the means and end
as well. The Gospel is what must be applied more and more deeply
in order to live as a Christian. The power of the Gospel is not merely
about forgiveness and improvement, but renewal and wholeness.
A GOSPEL-SHAPED MINISTRY

• The Gospel changes people — Through the continual application of the
Gospel we become more like Christ.
• The Gospel produces joy —

Grace frees us from both condemnation
and self-righteousness to enjoy God fully.

• The Gospel defines community — In union with Christ, we become God’s
sons and daughters—His new people.
• The Gospel points outward —

Grace disengages approval seeking,
engenders authenticity, and curbs pride.

• The Gospel informs attitudes — As Christians, we desire the peace and
wellbeing of our communities and cities.
• The Gospel removes barriers — Reconciliation humbles us so that we
may become agents to reconcile others.
WHAT DO WE BELIEVE?
• The Gospel renews culture — All of life matters to God and we are
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WHAT DO WE BELIEVE?
We embrace the historic Christian faith — believing the timeless
truths held in common by the church in all ages and places. We
wholeheartedly affirm the classic doctrines defined by the Apostles’,
Nicene, and Athanasian Creeds.
• The Trinity —

There is only one God eternally existing in
three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

• The Incarnation — The person Jesus Christ is the only Son of
God who is both fully God and fully human.
• The Atonement — Jesus died on a cross and was raised from
the dead in order to redeem us from our sins.
We also embrace the Reformed Christian faith — believing the
biblical teachings that were restated during the Protestant
Reformation. This great renewal of the church in the 16th century
has given us a common heritage in the classic “solas”.

• Scripture Alone — The Bible is the one source of divine revelation and
the only completely reliable guide for faith and life.
• Christ Alone — Salvation is accomplished by the substitutionary
atonement of the historical and sinless Christ alone.
• Grace Alone — We are rescued from God’s anger, freed from sin’s
bondage and lifted to new life by His grace alone.
• Faith Alone —

Christ’s righteousness is imputed to us as the only
possible satisfaction of God’s justice by faith alone.

• God Alone —

The sole purpose of our creation and redemption
is to enjoy God’s presence and live for His glory.

CHRIST CHURCH VENTURA IS A CONGREGATION
OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA
Empowered by the Gospel, we aim to experience God’s pleasure in
fostering true knowledge, holy affection, and faithful obedience through
historic worship, gospel renewal, genuine community, and global
partnership to the end that God’s people are gathered and Christ’s
Kingdom is extended throughout Ventura County and beyond.

CHURCH OFFICERS
Teaching Elder, Roy R. Bennett (ojairoyb@gmail.com)
Interim Pastor, Johnathan B. Keenan (johnathan.keenan@ruf.com)
Ruling Elder, David Blank (cosmos.psa19@rocketmail.com)
Ruling Elder, Brad Durant (braddurant@verizon.net)
Deacon, Ernie Rivas (abodigital@mac.com)
Deacon, David Logan (sharkseven@gmail.com)
CONTACT INFORMATION
Office Manager, Martha Etchart (venturachristchurch@gmail.com)
PO Box 3572 Ventura, CA. 93006 (805) 804-3378
www.christchurchventura.org
WORSHIP LOCATION
Christ Church Ventura meets for public worship services in person,
Sundays at 1:30pm (196 North Ashwood Ave.)
Christ Church Ventura also streams worship services live on YouTube.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
CHILDREN’S ED (ages 2-18) — Class dismissed indefinitely
MEN’S STUDY GROUP — Online class (Contact David Blank)
WOMEN’S STUDY GROUP — Online class (Contact Rebecca Durant)
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Order for the Celebration and Worship of God
First Sunday of Lent; March 6, 2022 1:30pm
* Congregation standing
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE (Music on Page 2)

“Come Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy”

Fernando Ortega © 2002

CALL TO WORSHIP

Psalm 68:1-3 (ESV)

Minister:
People:

Let us sing to God, sing praises to his name!
Lift a song to him who rides through the deserts.

Minister:
People:

His name is the Lord; exult before him!
Father of the fatherless and protector of widows.

Minister:
People:

In his holy habitation, God settles the solitary in a home.
He leads out the prisoners to prosperity.

* HYMN OF PRAISE (Music on page 3)

“Come Thou Fount”

Matthew Smith © 2008

* PRAYER OF ADORATION
Unison:
Almighty God, your blessed Son was led by the
Spirit to be tempted by Satan. Come quickly to help us who
are assaulted by many temptations. As you know our
weaknesses, let each one find you mighty to save through
Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

1

COME YE SINNERS, POOR AND NEEDY
Come ye sinners, poor and needy
Weak and wounded, sick and sore
Jesus ready stands to save you
Full of pity love and power
Refrain:

I will arise and go to Jesus
He will embrace me in His arms
In the arms of my dear Savior
Oh, there are ten thousand charms
Come ye thirsty come and welcome
God's free bounty glorify
True belief and true repentance
Every grace that brings you nigh
Come ye weary heavy-laden
Lost and ruined by the fall
If you tarry 'til you're better
You will never come at all

* PRAYER OF COMMITMENT
Unison:
Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, you have
graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our
Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the sacrament of his body and blood. We give you thanks
and rejoice in the gospel of our salvation. Send us now into
the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to
love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
* BENEDICTION
Minister:
“Now to him who is able to
and to present you blameless before the
great joy, to the only God, our Savior,
Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and
and now and forever. Amen.”
Minister:
People:

Go in peace to love and serve the risen Lord Jesus.
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE

“God of Day, God of Darkness”

Refrain:
Feel him prostrate in the garden
On the ground your maker lies
On the bloody tree, behold him
Sinner, will this not suffice
Lo the incarnate God ascended
Pleads the merit of his blood
Venture on him, venture wholly
Let no other trust intrude
Refrain:
2

Jude 24-25 (ESV)
keep you from stumbling
presence of his glory with
through Jesus Christ our
authority, before all time
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ABIDE WITH ME

THOU FOUNT OF EVERY BLESSING

Abide with me falls the eventide

Come, thou fount of every blessing
Tune my heart to sing thy grace
Streams of mercy, never ceasing
Call for songs of loudest praise
Teach me some melodious sonnet
Sung by flaming tongues above
Praise the mount I'm fixed upon it
Mount of thy redeeming love

The darkness deepens Lord with me abide
When other helpers fail and comforts flee
Help of the helpless Lord, abide with me
Thou on my head in early youth didst smile
And, though rebellious, and perverse meanwhile
Thou hast not left me though I oft left thee
On to the close Lord, abide with me
I need thy presence every passing hour
What but thy grace can foil the tempter's power
Who, like thyself, my guide and stay can be
Through cloud and sunshine abide with me
I fear no foe with thee at hand to bless
Ills have no weight tears lose their bitterness
Where is thy sting death where grave thy victory
I triumph still abide with me
Hold thou thy cross before my closing eyes

Here I raise my Ebenezer
Hither by thy help I come
And I hope by thy good pleasure
Safety to arrive at home
Jesus sought me when a stranger
Wandering from the fold of God
He to rescue me from danger
Interposed his precious blood
O to grace how great a debtor
Daily I'm constrained to be
Let thy grace now, like a fetter
Bind my wandering heart to thee
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it
Prone to leave the God I love
Here's my heart O take and seal it
Seal it for thy courts above

In life, in death Lord, abide with me

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it
Prone to leave the God I love
Here's my heart O take and seal it
Seal it for thy courts above
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Shine through the gloom and point me to the skies
Heaven's morning breaks and earth's vain shadows flee

* PRAYER OF ADORATION
* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
Minister:
People:

DO THIS IN MEMORY OF ME
I am the bread of life
All who believe in me will have eternal life
I am the bread of life
Come down from heaven
So that all who eat this bread, will never die

Heidelberg Catechism #92-93

What is God’s law?
God spoke all these words:

THE FIRST COMMANDMENT
“I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of
Egypt, out of the house of slavery; you shall have no other
gods before me.”
THE SECOND COMMANDMENT
“You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of
anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth
beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not
bow down to them or worship them; for I the LORD your God
am a jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of parents,
to the third and the fourth generation of those who reject me,
but showing love to the thousandth generation of those who
love me and keep my commandments.”
THE THIRD COMMANDMENT
“You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the LORD
your God, for the LORD will not acquit anyone who misuses
his name.”
THE FOURTH COMMANDMENT
“Remember the sabbath day and keep it holy. Six days you
shall labor and do all your work. But the seventh day is a
sabbath to the LORD your God; you shall not do any work—
you, your son or your daughter, your male or female slave,
your livestock, or the alien resident in your towns. For in six
days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that
is in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore the LORD
blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it.”

Refrain:

Take the living bread of life. Take the cup of sacrifice
Do this in memory of me
Take the body and the blood, given freely out of love
Do this in memory of me; Do this in memory of me
I am the bread of life
Whoever comes to me will not hunger again
I am the bread of life
No one can come to me
Unless the father draws them near to him

Refrain:

Take the living bread of life Take the cup of sacrifice
Do this in memory of me
Take the body and the blood given freely out of love
Do this in memory of me; Do this in memory of me

(Bridge)

Amen, I say unless you eat the Son of man
And his blood drink, you will not have my life within
Nor will you be raised up again
Amen, I say, unless you eat the Son of man
And his blood drink I cannot raise you up again

Refrain:

Take the living bread of life. Take the cup of sacrifice
Do this in memory of me
Take the body and the blood, given freely out of love
Do this in memory of me; Do this in memory of me
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PRAYER OF CONSECRATION
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
1 Corinthians 11:23-26
Minister:
Therefore, we proclaim the faith!
Unison:
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.
PRAYER OF APPROACH
Unison:
We do not presume to come to this your table, O
merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but in your
great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up
the crumbs under your table. But you are the same Lord,
whose nature is always to have mercy; grant us therefore,
gracious Lord, that we may so partake of this bread and wine
that our sinful bodies may be made clean by Christ’s body,
and our souls washed through his most precious blood, and
that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen

FIFTH COMMANDMENT
“Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may
be long
in the land that the Lord your God is giving to you.”
SIXTH COMMANDMENT
“You shall not murder.”
SEVENTH COMMANDMENT
“You shall not commit adultery.”
THE EIGHTH COMMANDMENT
“You shall not steal.”
THE NINTH COMMANDMENT
“You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.”

AGNUS DEI
John 1:29
Minister:
“Jesus is God’s Lamb, who takes away the world’s sin!”
People:
Have mercy on us, O Lord and grant us your peace.

THE TENTH COMMANDMENT
“You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not
covet your neighbor’s wife, or male or female slave, or ox,
or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.”

THE LORD'S SUPPER
Minister:
Christ our Passover, sacrificed for us.
People:
Therefore, let us keep the feast!
Minister:
The gifts of God for the people of God.
People:
Thanks be to the Lord!

Minister:
How are these commandments divided?
People:
In two tables. The first has four commands, teaching
us how we ought to live in relation to God. The second has
six commandments, teaching us what we owe our neighbor
something which would happen under such circumstances.

COMMUNION MUSIC

* OLD TESTAMENT LESSON

“Do This In Memory of Me”

(Lyrics on Page 13)

Chris Muglia © 2010

“Abide with Me”

(Lyrics on Page 14)

Justin Smith © 2002
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Ezekiel 34:11-24

(ESV)

“For thus says the Lord God: Behold, I myself will search for
my sheep and will seek them out. 12 As a shepherd seeks out his
flock when he is among his sheep that have been scattered, so will
I seek out my sheep, and I will rescue them from all places where
they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness.
13 And I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from
11

the countries, and will bring them into their own land. And I will
feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the ravines, and in all the
inhabited places of the country. 14 I will feed them with good
pasture, and on the mountain heights of Israel shall be their
grazing land. There they shall lie down in good grazing land, and
on rich pasture they shall feed on the mountains of Israel. 15 I
myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I myself will make
them lie down, declares the Lord God. 16 I will seek the lost, and I
will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will
strengthen the weak, and the fat and the strong I will destroy. I
will feed them in justice. 17 “As for you, my flock, thus says the
Lord God: Behold, I judge between sheep and sheep, between
rams and male goats. 18 Is it not enough for you to feed on the
good pasture, that you must tread down with your feet the rest of
your pasture; and to drink of clear water, that you must muddy the
rest of the water with your feet? 19 And must my sheep eat what
you have trodden with your feet, and drink what you have muddied
with your feet? 20 “Therefore, thus says the Lord God to them:
Behold, I, myself will judge between the fat sheep and the lean
sheep. 21 Because you push with side and shoulder, and thrust at
all the weak with your horns, till you have scattered them abroad,
22 I will rescue my flock; they shall no longer be a prey. And I will
judge between sheep and sheep. 23 And I will set up over them
one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall
feed them and be their shepherd. 24 And I, the Lord, will be their
God, and my servant David shall be prince among them. I am the
Lord; I have spoken.
Minister:
People:

The Word of the Lord!
Thanks be to God!

O LOVE THAT WILL NOT LET ME GO
O Love that will not let me go
I rest my weary soul in thee
I give thee back the life I owe
That in thine ocean depths its flow
May richer, fuller be
O light that followest all my way
I yield my flickering torch to thee
My heart restores its borrowed ray
That in thy sunshine’s blaze its day
May brighter, fairer be
O joy that seekest me through pain
I cannot close my heart to thee
I trace the rainbow through the rain
And feel the promise is not vain
That morn shall tearless be
O Cross that liftest up my head
I dare not ask to fly from thee
I lay in dust life’s glory dead
And from the ground there blossoms red
Life that shall endless be
Life that shall endless be
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* DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise Him all creatures here below
Praise Him above ye heavenly host
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
* PRAYER OF DEDICATION
SERMON NOTES
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

(Be encouraged to pray the words in italics and offer your individual prayers.)

Unison:
Almighty and Everlasting God, in whom we live and
move and have our being: we, your beloved children, offer you
our humble thanks for having preserved us from the beginning
of our lives to this day. We especially praise you for having
delivered us from the dangers and uncertainties of this past
week. We now ask you to accept our sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving, for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ, who lay
down in the grave and rose again for us.
Minister:
People:

Jesus, remember us as you extend your kingdom.
Lord, hear our prayers.

Minister:
People:

We pray for the church of Christ through the earth.
Lord, hear our prayers.

Minister:
People:

We pray for those who serve in Christian ministries.
Lord, hear our prayers.

Minister:
People:

We pray for those who govern in every country.
Lord, hear our prayers.

Minister:
People:

We pray for those who nurture marriages and families.
Lord, hear our prayers.

Minister:
People:

We pray for those who study, pray, and fast.
Lord, hear our prayers.

Minister:
People:

We pray for those who lack food, clothes, and shelter.
Lord, hear our prayers.

Minister:
People:

We pray for those who suffer and sorrow.
Lord, hear our prayers.
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Minister:
People:

We pray for those who struggle to believe the gospel.
Lord, hear our prayers.

Minister:
People:

We pray for those who face dangers and temptation.
Lord, hear our prayers.

PRAYER OF THE SAINTS
Unison:
Lord, make me an instrument of thy peace.
Where there is hatred, let me sow love. Where there is
injury, pardon. Where there is doubt, faith. Where there is
despair, hope. Where there is darkness, light, and where
there is sadness, joy. O Divine Master, grant that I may not
so much seek to be consoled as to console, to be understood,
as to understand, to be loved as to love. For it is in giving
that we receive, it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, and
it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.
* HYMN OF TRUST (Lyrics on pg. 11) “O Love That Will Not Let Me Go”

Indelible Grace © 2008

* NEW TESTAMENT LESSON

John 10:1-18

(ESV)

10 “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold
by the door but climbs in by another way, that man is a thief and a
robber. 2 But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the
sheep. 3 To him the gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his voice,
and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he
has brought out all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep
follow him, for they know his voice. 5 A stranger they will not
follow, but they will flee from him, for they do not know the voice
of strangers.” 6 This figure of speech Jesus used with them, but
they did not understand what he was saying to them.
8

So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the
door of the sheep. 8 All who came before me are thieves and
robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. 9 I am the door. If
anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and out and
find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I
came that they may have life and have it abundantly. 11 I am the
good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep
7

He who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own
the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees,
and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13 He flees because
he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 14 I am the
good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15 just as
the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life
for the sheep. 16 And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I
must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will
be one flock, one shepherd. 17 For this reason the Father loves me,
because I lay down my life that I may take it up again. 18 No one
takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have
authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again.
This charge I have received from my Father.”
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Minister:
People:

The Word of the Lord!
Thanks be to God!

* PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
SERMON

Reverend Johnathan B. Keenan
“The Good Shepherd”

PASTORAL PRAYER
OFFERTORY

(Instrumental)

“Amazing Grace”

