The Celtic Cross is an ancient Christian symbol. The cross proper
recalls the death of Christ for the sins of his people, while the circle is a
historic symbol of God’s eternal nature. Jesus’ name is at the center,
depicted by the Greek letters “Ιης” and is surrounded by the vine and
branches, representing our relationship to Him. At the bottom,
CHRISTUS VICTOR, “Christ is Victorious,” testifies to his triumph over
sin and death on the cross. This Celtic cross is used by permission of
Saint Paul’s Presbyterian Church in Orlando, Florida. Each of the five
panels represents a significant event in Christ’s life.

Exalting Christ through Worship,
Renewal, Community, and Partnership

HIS REIGN
The wounded lamb as Christ reclining on the book of seven seals
is a historic symbol of the reigning Christ. The three-rayed
nimbus is an ancient symbol of deity. (Revelation 5:9-12)
HIS RESURRECTION
Lilies traditionally represent the resurrection; the trumpet
heralds Christ’s certain and triumphal return. (1 Corinthians
15:54; Matthew 24:31; Luke 12:27)

HIS ATONEMENT
The crown of thorns and nails testify to Christ’s sacrificial
death on the cross. (Hebrews 2:17; John 19:2; 20:27)

HIS BAPTISM
The dove and tongues of fire symbolically portray the Holy
Spirit. (Matthew 3:10; Acts 2:3)

HIS INCARNATION
The open Bible is the Word of God. The
double lighted candlesticks represent the
dual nature of Christ—his deity and his
humanity. (John 1:1-14)

CHRIST CHURCH VENTURA
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA

To all who are spiritually weary and seek rest; to all who mourn and long for
comfort; to all who struggle and desire hope; to all who sin and need a
Savior; to all who are strangers and yearn for home; to all who hunger and
thirst after righteousness; and to whoever will come; this church offers a
genuine welcome in the name of the risen Lord Jesus Christ.

WHAT IS OUR MESSAGE?

The great good news is that God has taken it upon Himself to do
something for us that we are powerless to do for ourselves. The
Gospel is simply this: sinners are forgiven and accepted by God
because of the work of Jesus Christ. Trust in Christ’s finished work is
not just the beginning of the Christian life, but the means and end
as well. The Gospel is what must be applied more and more deeply
in order to live as a Christian. The power of the Gospel is not merely
about forgiveness and improvement, but renewal and wholeness.
A GOSPEL-SHAPED MINISTRY

• The Gospel changes people — Through the continual application of the
Gospel we become more like Christ.
• The Gospel produces joy —

Grace frees us from both condemnation
and self-righteousness to enjoy God fully.

• The Gospel defines community — In union with Christ, we become God’s
sons and daughters—His new people.
• The Gospel points outward —

Grace disengages approval seeking,
engenders authenticity, and curbs pride.

WHAT DO WE BELIEVE?
We embrace the historic Christian faith — believing the timeless
truths held in common by the church in all ages and places. We
wholeheartedly affirm the classic doctrines defined by the Apostles’,
Nicene, and Athanasian Creeds.
• The Trinity —

There is only one God eternally existing in
three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

• The Incarnation — The person Jesus Christ is the only Son of
God who is both fully God and fully human.
• The Atonement — Jesus died on a cross and was raised from
the dead in order to redeem us from our sins.
We also embrace the Reformed Christian faith — believing the
biblical teachings that were restated during the Protestant
Reformation. This great renewal of the church in the 16th century
has given us a common heritage in the classic “solas”.
• Scripture Alone — The Bible is the one source of divine revelation and
the only completely reliable guide for faith and life.

• The Gospel informs attitudes — As Christians, we desire the peace and
wellbeing of our communities and cities.

• Christ Alone — Salvation is accomplished by the substitutionary
atonement of the historical and sinless Christ alone.

• The Gospel removes barriers — Reconciliation humbles us so that we
may become agents to reconcile others.

• Grace Alone — We are rescued from God’s anger, freed from sin’s
bondage and lifted to new life by His grace alone.

• The Gospel renews culture —

• Faith Alone —

Christ’s righteousness is imputed to us as the only
possible satisfaction of God’s justice by faith alone.

• God Alone —

The sole purpose of our creation and redemption
is to enjoy God’s presence and live for His glory.

•

All of life matters to God and we are
to pursue all vocations with excellence.

The Gospel builds momentum — Church planting is the result of and the
WHAT DO WE
BELIEVE?
means
to fulfilling the great commission

CHRIST CHURCH VENTURA IS A CONGREGATION
OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA
Alive by God’s grace, we aim to know, love, and follow Jesus
through historic worship, gospel renewal, genuine community, and
global partnership to the end that God’s people are gathered and
Christ’s Kingdom is extended throughout Ventura County and beyond.
CHURCH OFFICERS
Teaching Elder Roy R. Bennett (ojairoyb@gmail.com)
Ruling Elder David Sveiven (dsevend@yahoo.com)
Ruling Elder David Blank (cosmos.psa19@rocketmail.com)
Deacon Ernie Rivas (abodigital@mac.com)
CONTACT INFORMATION
PO Box 25 Ojai, CA 93024 (805) 452-3354
www.christchurchventura.org
WORSHIP LOCATION
Christ Church Ventura meets for public worship services outside
on the back lawn on Sundays at 1:30pm (196 North Ashwood Ave.)
Bring your family, friends, lawn chairs, blankets, and play pens.
Christ Church Ventura will continue to stream services live on YouTube.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
CHILDREN’S ED (ages 2-18) — Class Dismissed indefinitely
MEN’S STUDY GROUP — Online class, (Contact Brad Durant)
WOMEN’S STUDY GROUP — Online class, (Contact Rebecca Durant)
ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING — January 16, at 3:30pm
This meeting will be held directly after worship for the presentation of
CCV vision and budget for 2022, approval of Pastoral Search Committee
and Chair, and to hear from pastor and elders on the church’s ministry.

Order for the Celebration and Worship of God
Second Sunday after Epiphany; January 16, 2022 1:30pm
* Congregation standing
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE (Lyrics on page 2)

“Heal Us”

Indelible Grace© 2015

CALL TO WORSHIP

Titus 3:4-7 (ESV)

INVITIATORY
Minister:
Lord, open our hearts.
People:
And enable us to worship you in spirit and truth.
Minister:
Glory to the Father and to the Son and the Holy Spirit.
People:
The Lord has revealed his glory and grace.
Unison:
O come let us sing and exalt our Lord and King!
* HYMN OF PRAISE (Music on pages 3)

Fernando Ortega © 2003

* PRAYER OF ADORATION
Unison:
Almighty God, your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ,
is the Light of the world. Grant that your people, illumined
by your Word and Sacraments, may shine with the radiance
of Christ’s glory, that he may be known, worshipped, and
obeyed to the ends of the earth, through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

All Music reproduction is by permission CCLI# 2200400
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“How Firm A Foundation”
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Chorus:

HEAL US

CHRISTIANS MUST RESPECT CIVIL GOVERNMENT

Heal us, Emmanuel, here we are
We long to feel thy touch
Deep wounded souls to thee we fly
O savior hear our cry

Civil government is a means ordained by God for ruling over
communities. It is one of a number of such means, including ministers
in the church, parents in the home, and teachers in the school. Each
such means has its own sphere of authority under Christ, who now
rules the universe on his Father’s behalf, and each sphere has to be
delimited by reference to the others. In our fallen world these
structures of authority are institutions of God’s “common grace” (kindly
providence), standing as a bulwark against anarchy, the law of the
jungle, and the dissolution of ordered society.
Based on Romans 13:1–7 and 1 Peter 2:13–17, the Westminster
Confession sets forth the sphere of civil government as follows:
God, the supreme Lord and King of all the world, hath ordained civil
magistrates, to be, under him, over the people, for his own glory, and
the public good; and, to this end, hath armed them with the power of
the sword, for the defence and encouragement of them that are good,
and for the punishment of evil doers.… The civil magistrate may not
assume to himself the administration of the Word and sacraments, or
the power of the keys of the kingdom of heaven. (XXIII.1, 3)
Because civil government exists for the welfare of the whole
society, God gives it the power of the sword (i.e., the lawful use of
force to enforce just laws: Rom. 13:4). Christians must acknowledge
this as part of God’s order (Rom. 13:1–2). But civil authorities ought
not to use this power to persecute the adherents or nonadherents of
any particular religion, or to entrench any form of evil.
The state may properly collect taxes for the services it renders
(Matt. 22:15–21; Rom. 13:6–7). But should it forbid what God
requires or require what God forbids, some form of civil disobedience,
with acceptance of its penal consequences (thus showing that one
recognizes the God-given authority of governments as such),
becomes inescapable (Acts 4:18–31; 5:17–29).
Christians are to urge governments to fulfill their proper role. They are
to pray for, obey, and yet watch over civil governments (1 Tim. 2:1–4; 1
Pet. 2:13–14), reminding them that God ordained them to rule, protect,
and keep order but not to tyrannize. In a fallen world, in which power
regularly corrupts, democratic institutions that divide executive power
among many and make all its holders answerable to the people ordinarily
offer the best hope of avoiding tyranny and securing justice for all.

Our faith is feeble, we confess
We faintly trust thy word
But will you pity us the less
Be that far from you Lord!
Chorus
Remember him who once applied
With trembling for relief
Lord, I believe, with tears he cried
O help my unbelief
Chorus
She, too, who touched you in the press
And healing virtue stole
Was answered, daughter, go in peace
Thy faith has made thee whole
Chorus
Like her, with hopes and fears we come
To touch you if we may
O send us not despairing home
Send none unhealed away
Chorus
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* PRAYER OF COMMITMENT
Unison:
God of all good, we bless you for this means of
grace. Teach us to see in it your loving purposes: the joy
and strength of our souls. You have given to us a feast and
his righteousness. By your Spirit, grant us faith to rightly
discern and spiritually grasp our Savior. As we have drawn
near, taken the bread, and received the cup, so may we
testify before all men that we gladly receive Jesus to be our
life, hope, and delight. May we remember his eternal love,
boundless grace, infinite compassion, and immeasurable
suffering and receive assurance of pardon, adoption, and
glory. As these outward elements nourish our bodies, so
may your indwelling Spirit invigorate our souls, until that
day when we hunger and thirst no more, and sit with Jesus
at his heavenly feast. Amen.
* BENEDICTION
Numbers 6:24-26 (ESV)
Minister:
“The LORD bless you and keep you;
The LORD make his face to shine upon you
and be gracious to you;
The LORD lift up the light of his countenance
and give you peace.”
Minister:
People:

Go in peace to love and serve the risen Lord Jesus.
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE

“God Is In Control”
Twila Paris © 1993

HOW FIRM A FOUNDATION

How firm a foundation, you saints of the Lord
Is laid for your faith in his excellent word
What more can he say than to you he has said
To you who for refuge to Jesus have fled?
Fear not, I am with thee, O be not dismayed
For I am thy God, and will still give thee aid
I'll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand
Upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand
When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie
My grace, all-sufficient, shall be thy supply
The flame shall not hurt thee, I only design
Your dross to consume and the gold to refine
The soul that on Jesus has leaned for repose
I will not, I will not desert to His foes
That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake
I'll never, no never, no never forsake
That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake
I'll never, no never, no never forsake
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* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

Westminster Confession XXVI.1-3

Unison:
All of God’s People are united to Jesus Christ,
their head, by his Spirit and faith, and have fellowship with
him in his grace, suffering, death, resurrection, and glory.
United to one another in love, God’s people have fellowship
in each other’s gifts and grace and are obliged to perform
those public and private duties which nourish their mutual
good, both spiritually and physically.
By their profession of faith God’s people are bound
to maintain a holy fellowship and communion with each other
in the worship of God and in the performance of other
spiritual services for their mutual improvement. They are
also bound to help each other in material things according to
their different abilities and needs. This fellowship is to be
offered, as God gives the opportunity, to everyone in every
place who calls on the name of the Lord Jesus.
This communion which the saints have with
Christ in no way means that they share of his godhead or
are equal with him in any respect, to affirm either is impious
and blasphemous. Neither does their communion with each
other take away or infringe the right each person has to his
own goods and property.
GOSPEL LESSON

John 3:1-21 (ESV)

3:1

Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a
ruler of the Jews. 2 This man came to Jesus by night and said to
him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God, for
no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.”
3 Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born
again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 4 Nicodemus said to him,
“How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second
time into his mother’s womb and be born?”
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WE REMEMBER
We remember how you loved us to your death,
And still we celebrate, for you are with us here;
And we believe that we will see you when you come,
In your glory, Lord, we remember, we celebrate, we believe.
Now we recreate your love we
Bring the bread and wine to share a meal;
Sign of grace and mercy, the presence of the Lord.
We remember how you loved us to your death,
And still we celebrate, for you are with us here;
And we believe that we will see you when you come,
In your glory, Lord, we remember, we celebrate, we believe.
Christ, the Father's great "Amen"
To all the hopes and dreams of every heart;
Peace beyond all telling, and freedom from all fear.
We remember how you loved us to your death,
And still we celebrate, for you are with us here;
And we believe that we will see you when you come,
In your glory, Lord, we remember, we celebrate, we believe.
See the face of Christ revealed in
Every person standing by your side;
Gift to one another, and temples of your love.
We remember how you loved us to your death,
And still we celebrate, for you are with us here;
And we believe that we will see you when you come,
In your glory, Lord, we remember, we celebrate, we believe.
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COME TO THE TABLE
Come to the table and savor the sight
The wine and the bread that was broken
And all have been welcomed to come if they might
Accept as their own these two tokens
The bread is His body, the wine is the blood
And the one who provides them is true
He freely offers, we freely receive
To accept and believe Him is all we must do
Come to the table and taste of the glory
And savor the sorrow, He's dying tomorrow
The hand that is breaking the bread soon will be broken
And here at the table, sit those who have loved You
One is a traitor and one will deny
But He's lived his life for them all and for all be crucified
Come to the table He's prepared for you
The bread of forgiveness, the wine of release
Come to the table and sit down beside Him
The Savior wants you to join in the feast
Come to the table and see in His eyes
The love that the Father has spoken
And know you are welcome, whatever your crime
For every commandment you've broken
For He's come to love you and not to condemn
And He offers a pardon of peace
If you'll come to the table, you'll feel in your heart
The greatest forgiveness, the greatest release
Come to the table and sit down beside Him
The Savior wants you to join in the feast
Come to the table He's prepared for you
The bread of forgiveness, the wine of release
Come to the table and sit down beside Him
The Savior wants you to join in the feast

Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of
water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6 That
which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the
Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born
again.’ 8 The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound,
but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is
with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”
9 Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10 Jesus
answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel and yet you do not
understand these things? 11 Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of
what we know, and bear witness to what we have seen, but you do
not receive our testimony. 12 If I have told you earthly things and
you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you heavenly
things? 13 No one has ascended into heaven except he who
descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And as Moses lifted up
the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up,
15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.
16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that
whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.
17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the
world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.
18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does
not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in
the name of the only Son of God. 19 And this is the judgment: the
light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness
rather than the light because their works were evil. 20 For everyone
who does wicked things hates the light and does not come to the
light, lest his works should be exposed. 21 But whoever does what
is true comes to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that his
works have been carried out in God.”
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Minister:
People:

The Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ!
Thanks be to the Lord!
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

(The congregation is encouraged to participate both verbally and in silence.)

Unison:
O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good
counsels, and all just works. You have given us grace at this
time to make our common supplication to you and you have
promised through your beloved Son that when two or three
are gathered together in his name you will be in their midst.
Fulfill now, O Lord, our petitions as may be best for us and
pleasing to you; granting us in this world knowledge of your
truth, and in the age to come life everlasting.
Minister:

People:
Minister:

People:
Minister:

People:
Minister:

People:
Minister:

People:

We pray for the Church of Jesus Christ, that it may be
filled with grace and truth, be moved by faith, hope, and
love, and be found faultless at the day of your coming.
Lord, hear our prayers.

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
1 Corinthians 11:23-26
Minister:
Therefore, we proclaim the faith!
Unison:
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.
PRAYER OF APPROACH
Unison:
We do not presume to come to this your table, O
merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but in your
great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up
the crumbs under your table. But you are the same Lord,
whose nature is always to have mercy; grant us therefore,
gracious Lord, that we may so partake of this bread and wine
that our sinful bodies may be made clean by Christ’s body,
and our souls washed through his most precious blood, and
that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.

We pray for freedom from pride and unbelief, from false
doctrine and division, from excessive and sinful affections,
and from hatred and the crafts and assaults of the devil.
Lord, hear our prayers.

AGNUS DEI
John 1:29
Minister:
“Jesus is God’s Lamb, who takes away the world’s sin!”
People:
Have mercy on us, O Lord and grant us your peace.

We pray for all who suffer tribulation that you would
extend your fatherly affection and provide refreshment
for their souls and healing for their bodies.
Lord, hear our prayers.

THE LORD'S SUPPER
Minister:
Christ our Passover, sacrificed for us.
People:
Therefore, let us keep the feast!
Minister:
The gifts of God for the people of God.
People:
Thanks be to the Lord!

We pray for those who do not yet believe that you may
dispel the darkness, enlighten their minds and renew
their heart so as to receive the gospel in faith.
Lord, hear our prayers.
We pray for the Holy Spirit to so stir our hearts that we
may readily and cheerfully give ourselves for the service
and enrichment of one another and this community.
Lord, hear our prayers.
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COMMUNION MUSIC
(Lyrics on Page 11)

“Come to the Table”
Michael Card © 1994

(Lyrics on Page 12)

“We Remember”

John Michael Talbot © 2005
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SERMON NOTES

THE LORD'S PRAYER
Matthew 6:9-13 (ESV)
Our Father, in heaven, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts,
as we also forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil: For yours is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
* HYMN OF TRUST (Lyrics on page 8)
* NEW TESTAMENT LESSON

“There is A Redeemer”

Keith Green © 1982

1 Timothy 4:6-10 (ESV)

4:6 If you put these things before the brothers, you will be a good
servant of Christ Jesus, being trained in the words of the faith and
of the good doctrine that you have followed. 7 Have nothing to do
with irreverent, silly myths. Rather train yourself for godliness;
8 for while bodily training is of some value, godliness is of value in
every way, as it holds promise for the present life and also for the
life to come. 9 The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full
acceptance. 10 For to this end we toil and strive, because we have
our hope set on the living God, who is the Savior of all people,
especially of those who believe.
Minister:
People:

The Word of the Lord!
Thanks be to God!

* PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
SERMON

Reverend Roy R. Bennett
“The Vision of the Good Servant”

PASTORAL PRAYER
* DOXOLOGY
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Praise
Praise
Praise
Praise

God from whom all blessings flow;
Him all creatures here below;
Him above ye heavenly host:
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

THERE IS A REDEEMER

There is a redeemer, Jesus, God's own Son
Precious Lamb of God, Messiah, Holy One
Jesus my redeemer, name above all names
Precious Lamb of God, Messiah, Oh, for sinners slain
Thank you, oh my father for giving us Your Son
And leaving Your Spirit ’til the work on Earth is done
When I stand in Glory, I will see His face
And there I'll serve my King forever in that holy place
Thank you, oh my father for giving us Your Son
And leaving Your Spirit ’til the work on Earth is done
There is a redeemer, Jesus, God's own Son
Precious Lamb of God, Messiah, Holy One
Thank you, oh my father for giving us Your Son
And leaving Your Spirit ’til the work on Earth is done
And leaving Your Spirit
'Til the work on Earth is done
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* PRAYER OF DEDICATION
CONFESSION OF SIN
Unison:
Spirit of God, we are pressed by various sorrows,
confusion, and guilt. You see our wrong actions, evil desires,
destructive habits. Hear our confession of sin and grant us
the grace of your forgiveness. Train us in mind, will, and
emotion to embrace and follow your commands. Strengthen
our souls to wrestle against our weakness and to exercise
our freedom as your adopted children by conquering self.
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Ephesians 2:12-13 (ESV)
Minister:
“Remember that you were at that time separated from
Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to
the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the
world. But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have
been brought near by the blood of Christ.”
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Minister:
The Lord be with you!
People:
And also with you!
Minister:
Lift up your hearts!
People:
We lift them up to the Lord!
Minister:
Let us give thanks to the Lord!
People:
It is good and right so to do.
Minister:
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, that we should
always give you thanks, O Lord; therefore, with the angels, we exalt
and magnify your glorious name, evermore praising you.
THE SANCTUS
Isaiah 6:3; Psalm 118:26
Minister:
“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts;
the whole earth is full of his glory!”
People:
“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!
We bless you from the house of the Lord.”
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