The Celtic Cross is an ancient Christian symbol. The cross proper
recalls the death of Christ for the sins of his people, while the circle is a
historic symbol of God’s eternal nature. Jesus’ name is at the center,
depicted by the Greek letters “Ιης” and is surrounded by the vine and
branches, representing our relationship to Him. At the bottom,
CHRISTUS VICTOR, “Christ is Victorious,” testifies to his triumph over
sin and death on the cross. This Celtic cross is used by permission of
Saint Paul’s Presbyterian Church in Orlando, Florida. Each of the five
panels represents a significant event in Christ’s life.

Exalting Christ through Worship,
Renewal, Community, and Partnership

HIS REIGN
The wounded lamb as Christ reclining on the book of seven seals
is a historic symbol of the reigning Christ. The three-rayed
nimbus is an ancient symbol of deity. (Revelation 5:9-12)
HIS RESURRECTION
Lilies traditionally represent the resurrection; the trumpet
heralds Christ’s certain and triumphal return. (1 Corinthians
15:54; Matthew 24:31; Luke 12:27)

HIS ATONEMENT
The crown of thorns and nails testify to Christ’s sacrificial
death on the cross. (Hebrews 2:17; John 19:2; 20:27)

HIS BAPTISM
The dove and tongues of fire symbolically portray the Holy
Spirit. (Matthew 3:10; Acts 2:3)

HIS INCARNATION
The open Bible is the Word of God. The
double lighted candlesticks represent the
dual nature of Christ—his deity and his
humanity. (John 1:1-14)

CHRIST CHURCH VENTURA
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA

To all who are spiritually weary and seek rest; to all who mourn and long for
comfort; to all who struggle and desire hope; to all who sin and need a
Savior; to all who are strangers and yearn for home; to all who hunger and
thirst after righteousness; and to whoever will come; this church offers a
genuine welcome in the name of the risen Lord Jesus Christ.

WHAT IS OUR MESSAGE?

The great good news is that God has taken it upon Himself to do
something for us that we are powerless to do for ourselves. The
Gospel is simply this: sinners are forgiven and accepted by God
because of the work of Jesus Christ. Trust in Christ’s finished work is
not just the beginning of the Christian life, but the means and end
as well. The Gospel is what must be applied more and more deeply
in order to live as a Christian. The power of the Gospel is not merely
about forgiveness and improvement, but renewal and wholeness.
A GOSPEL-SHAPED MINISTRY

• The Gospel changes people — Through the continual application of the
Gospel we become more like Christ.
• The Gospel produces joy —

Grace frees us from both condemnation
and self-righteousness to enjoy God fully.

• The Gospel defines community — In union with Christ, we become God’s
sons and daughters—His new people.
• The Gospel points outward —

Grace disengages approval seeking,
engenders authenticity, and curbs pride.

WHAT DO WE BELIEVE?
We embrace the historic Christian faith — believing the timeless
truths held in common by the church in all ages and places. We
wholeheartedly affirm the classic doctrines defined by the Apostles’,
Nicene, and Athanasian Creeds.
• The Trinity —

There is only one God eternally existing in
three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

• The Incarnation — The person Jesus Christ is the only Son of
God who is both fully God and fully human.
• The Atonement — Jesus died on a cross and was raised from
the dead in order to redeem us from our sins.
We also embrace the Reformed Christian faith — believing the
biblical teachings that were restated during the Protestant
Reformation. This great renewal of the church in the 16th century
has given us a common heritage in the classic “solas”.
• Scripture Alone — The Bible is the one source of divine revelation and
the only completely reliable guide for faith and life.

• The Gospel informs attitudes — As Christians, we desire the peace and
wellbeing of our communities and cities.

• Christ Alone — Salvation is accomplished by the substitutionary
atonement of the historical and sinless Christ alone.

• The Gospel removes barriers — Reconciliation humbles us so that we
may become agents to reconcile others.

• Grace Alone — We are rescued from God’s anger, freed from sin’s
bondage and lifted to new life by His grace alone.

• The Gospel renews culture —

• Faith Alone —

Christ’s righteousness is imputed to us as the only
possible satisfaction of God’s justice by faith alone.

• God Alone —

The sole purpose of our creation and redemption
is to enjoy God’s presence and live for His glory.

•

All of life matters to God and we are
to pursue all vocations with excellence.

The Gospel builds momentum — Church planting is the result of and the
WHAT DO WE
BELIEVE?
means
to fulfilling the great commission

CHRIST CHURCH VENTURA IS A CONGREGATION
OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA
Alive by God’s grace, we aim to know, love, and follow Jesus
through historic worship, gospel renewal, genuine community, and
global partnership to the end that God’s people are gathered and
Christ’s Kingdom is extended throughout Ventura County and beyond.
CHURCH OFFICERS
Teaching Elder, Roy R. Bennett (ojairoyb@gmail.com)
Interim Pastor, Johnathan B. Keenan (johnathan.keenan@ruf.com)
Ruling Elder, David Blank (cosmos.psa19@rocketmail.com)
Ruling Elder, Brad Durant (braddurant@verizon.net)
Deacon, Ernie Rivas (abodigital@mac.com)
Deacon, David Logan (sharkseven@gmail.com)
CONTACT INFORMATION
Office Manager, Martha Etchart (venturachristchurch@gmail.com)
PO Box 3572 Ventura, CA. 93006 (805) 804-3378
www.christchurchventura.org
WORSHIP LOCATION
Christ Church Ventura meets in person for public worship
On Sundays at 1:30pm (196 North Ashwood Avenue)
Christ Church Ventura also livestreams worship services on YouTube
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Children’s Education (ages 2-18) — Class dismissed indefinitely
Men’s Study Group — Online class (Contact David Blank)
Women’s Study Group — Online class (Contact Rebecca Durant)

Order for the Celebration and Worship of God
Third Sunday of Lent; March 20, 2022 1:30pm
* Congregation standing
INGATHERING MUSIC
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE (Music on Page 2)

“How Sweet and Awesome”

Ordinary Time © 2006

CALL TO WORSHIP
Minister:
People:
Minister:
People:
Minister:
People:
Minister:

Isaiah 51:1-3 (ESV)

Lord, draw near and speak to us.
Send out your law and set your justice for a light.
Your righteousness and salvation has gone out.
You judge the peoples and nations will hope in you.
Lift up your eyes to the heavens and be not afraid.
For the earth will wear out like a garment.
But salvation and my righteousness will be forever,

* HYMN OF PRAISE (Music on page 3)

“I Will Sing of My Redeemer”

Fernando Ortega © 2003

All Music reproduction is by permission CCLI# 2200400

* PRAYER OF ADORATION
Unison:
Almighty God, you know that we have no power in
ourselves to help ourselves. Keep us both outwardly in our
bodies and inwardly in our souls, that we may be defended
from all adversities which may happen to the body, and from
all evil thoughts which may assault and hurt the soul.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
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HOW SWEET AND AWESOME

THE MEASURE OF TIME

How sweet and awesome is the place

And bring the strangers home

Time is told by death, who doubts it? But time is always halved—
for all we know, it is halved—by the eye blink, the synapse, the
immeasurable moment of the present. Time is only the past and
maybe the future; the present moment, dividing and connecting
them, is eternal. The time of the past is there, somewhat, but only
somewhat to be remembered and examined. We believe that the
future is there too, for it keeps arriving, though we know nothing
about it. But try to stop the present for your patient scrutiny, or to
measure its length with your most advanced chronometer. It exists,
so far as I can tell, only as a leak in time, through which, if we are
quiet enough, eternity falls upon us and makes its claim. And here
I am, an old man, traveling as a child among the dead.
We measure time by its deaths, yes, and by its births. For time is
also told by life. As some depart, others come. The hand opened in
farewell remains open in welcome. I, who once had grandparents
and parents, now have children and grandchildren. Like the flowing
river that is yet always present, time that is always going is always
coming. And time that is told by death and birth is held and
redeemed by love, which is always present. Time, then, is told by
love’s losses, and by the coming of love, and love continuing in
gratitude for what is lost. It is folded and enfolded and unfolded
forever and ever, the love by which the dead are alive and the
unborn welcomed into the womb. The great question for the old
and the dying, I think, is not if they have loved and been loved
enough, but if they have been grateful enough for love received
and given, however much. No one who has gratitude is the onliest
one. Let us pray to be grateful to the last.
— Wendell Berry—
Andy Catlett: Early Travels

2
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With Christ within the doors
While everlasting love displays
The choicest of her stores
While all our hearts and all our songs
Join to admire the feast
Each of us cry, with thankful tongue
Lord, why was I a guest
Why was I made to hear your voice
And enter while there's room
When thousands make a wretched choice
And rather starve than come
'Twas the same love that spread the feast
That sweetly drew us in
Else we had still refused to taste
And perished in our sin
Pity the nations, O our God
Constrain the earth to come
Send your victorious Word abroad

Regarding participation in the Lord’s Supper
● Please come forward to receive the sacrament at the table.
You are encouraged to repent, rest, and rejoice in the finished
work of Christ as the Lord’s Supper is observed.
The consecrated bread and wine are served in separate cups.
After you have partaken, please dispose of empty cups in the
white collection containers at the table

I WILL SING OF MY REDEEMER
I will sing of my redeemer
And his wondrous love to me
On the cruel cross he suffered
From the curse to set me free
Chorus

* PRAYER OF COMMITMENT
Unison:
Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, you have
graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our
Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the sacrament of his body and blood. We give you thanks
and rejoice in the gospel of our salvation. Send us now into
the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to
love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

I will tell the wondrous story
How my lost estate, to save
In his boundless love and mercy
He, the ransom freely gave
Chorus

* BENEDICTION
Minister:
“Now to him who is able to
and to present you blameless before the
great joy, to the only God, our Savior,
Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and
and now and forever. Amen.”
Minister:
People:

Jude 24-25 (ESV)
keep you from stumbling
presence of his glory with
through Jesus Christ our
authority, before all time

Chorus
“Wayfaring Stranger”

Selah © 1998

Sing, oh sing of my redeemer
With his blood, he purchased me
On the cross, he sealed my pardon
Paid the debt, and made me free
I will praise my dear redeemer
His triumphant power I'll tell
How the victory he giveth
Over sin, and death, and hell

Go in peace to love and serve the risen Lord Jesus.
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE

Sing, oh sing of my redeemer
With his blood, he purchased me
On the cross, he sealed my pardon
Paid the debt, and made me free

Sing, oh sing of my redeemer
With his blood, he purchased me
On the cross, he sealed my pardon
Paid the debt, and made me free

Repeat Chorus
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* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
Minister:
People:

Minister:
People:

Heidelberg Catechism #103-106

What is God’s will for us in the fourth commandment?
First, that the gospel ministry and education for it
be maintained, and that, especially on the festive
day of rest, I regularly attend the assembly of God’s
people to learn what God's Word teaches, to partake
in the sacraments, to pray to God publicly, and to
bring Christian offerings for the poor.
Second, that every day of my life I rest from my evil
ways, let the Lord work in me through his Spirit,
and so begin already in this life the eternal Sabbath.
What is God’s will for you in the fifth commandment?
That I honor, love, and be loyal to my father and
mother and all those in authority over me; that I
obey and submit to them, as is proper, when they
correct and punish me; and also that I be patient
with their failings—for through them God chooses
to rule us.

GIFT OF FINEST WHEAT
Chorus

You satisfy the hungry heart
With gift of finest wheat
Come give to us, O saving lord
The bread of life to eat

As when the shepherd calls his sheep
They know and heed his voice
So when you call your family, lord
We follow and rejoice
Chorus
With joyful lips, we sing to you
Our praise and gratitude

Minister:
People:

What is God’s will for you in the sixth commandment?
I am not to belittle, insult, hate, or kill my
neighbor—not by my thoughts, my words, my
look or gestures, and certainly not by actual
deeds—and I am not to be party to this in others;
rather, I am to put away all desire for revenge. I
am not to harm or recklessly endanger myself
either. Prevention of murder is also why
government is armed with the sword.

That you should count us worthy lord
To share this heavenly food
Chorus 2X
Is not the cup we bless and share
The blood of Christ outpoured
Does not one cup, one loaf declare

Minister:
People:

Does this commandment refer only to killing?
By forbidding murder God teaches us that he hates
the root of murder: envy, hatred, anger, and
vindictiveness. In God’s sight all such are murder.
4

Our oneness in the lord
Chorus 2X
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I HEARD THE VOICE OF JESUS SAY
I heard the voice of Jesus say
Come unto me and rest
Lay down, O weary one lay down
Your head upon my breast
I came to Jesus as I was
So weary, worn and sad
I found in him my resting place
And he has made me glad
I heard the voice of Jesus say
Behold I freely give
The living water, thirsty one
Stoop down and drink and live
I came to Jesus and I drank
From that life-giving stream
My thirst was quenched, my soul revived
And now I live in Him
I heard the voice of Jesus say
I am this dark world’s light
Look unto me, thy morn shall rise
And all thy days be bright
I looked to Jesus, and I found
In him my star, my sun

* NEW TESTAMENT LESSON

2:1 And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once
walked, following the course of this world, following the prince of the
power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of
disobedience— 3 among whom we all once lived in the passions of our
flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by
nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 4 But God, being
rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, 5 even
when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with
Christ—by grace you have been saved— 6 and raised us up with him
and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so
that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his
grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace you have
been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift
of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10 For we
are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which
God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.
Minister:
People:

The Word of the Lord!
Thanks be to God!

LENTON PRAYERS
Unison:
God of compassion, you are slow to anger, and
full of mercy, welcoming sinners who return to you with
penitent hearts. Receive in your loving embrace all who
come home to you. Seat them at your bountiful table of
grace, that, with all your children, they may feast with
delight on all that satisfies the hungry heart. We ask this in
the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen.

And in that light of life I’ll walk

Minister:

Til pilgrim days are done

People:
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Ephesians 2:1-10 (ESV)

Give us courage to change and patience to wait for healing.
Lord, hear our prayers.
5

Minister:
People:
Minister:
People:
Minister:
People:
Minister:
People:
Minister:
People:
Minister:
People:

Remember those isolated by grief, depression, and suffering.
Lord, hear our prayers.
Open the eyes of the blind and free those who are bound.
Lord, hear our prayers.

THE SANCTUS
Isaiah 6:3; Psalm 118:26 (ESV)
Minister:
“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts;
the whole earth is full of his glory!”
People:
“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!
We bless you from the house of the Lord.”
PRAYER OF CONSECRATION

Grant us conviction of truth and humility to live by it.
Lord, hear our prayers.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
1 Corinthians 11:23-26
Minister:
Therefore, we proclaim the faith!
Unison:
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.

Help us use the ordinary means of grace for our sanctification.
Lord, hear our prayers.
Remind us of our calling in the midst of our letdowns.
Lord, hear our prayers.
Cause us to receive and treasure your Word in our hearts.
Lord, hear our prayers.

PRAYER OF THE SAINTS
Unison:
Lord, make me an instrument of thy peace.
Where there is hatred, let me sow love. Where there is
injury, pardon. Where there is doubt, faith. Where there is
despair, hope. Where there is darkness, light, and where
there is sadness, joy. O Divine Master, grant that I may not
so much seek to be consoled as to console, to be understood,
as to understand, to be loved as to love. For it is in giving
that we receive, it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, and
it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.
* HYMN OF TRUST (Lyrics on page 7) “Love Constraining to Obedience”

Indelible Grace © 2008
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PRAYER OF APPROACH
Unison:
We do not presume to come to this your table, O
merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but in your
great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up
the crumbs under your table. But you are the same Lord,
whose nature is always to have mercy; grant us therefore,
gracious Lord, that we may so partake of this bread and wine
that our sinful bodies may be made clean by Christ’s body,
and our souls washed through his most precious blood, and
that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.
AGNUS DEI
John 1:29
Minister:
“Jesus is God’s Lamb, who takes away the world’s sin!”
People:
Have mercy on us, O Lord and grant us your peace.
THE LORD'S SUPPER
Minister:
Christ our Passover, sacrificed for us.
People:
Therefore, let us keep the feast!
Minister:
The gifts of God for the people of God.
People:
Thanks be to the Lord!
COMMUNION MUSIC
(Lyrics on Page 12) “I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say”
(Lyrics on Page 13)

“Gift of Finest Wheat”

Indelible Grace
John M. Talbot

CONFESSION OF SIN
Unison:
Our Father God, we humble ourselves before you. We
acknowledge our misused faculties, neglected opportunities, illadvised words, vain thoughts, broken resolutions, and untrue
service. We confess our sins and repent of our foolish and
inconsiderate ways. O God of all grace, cleanse us from our
pollution and forgive our failures and transgressions. Blow
away the ashes of unbelief and rekindle the fires of trust and
devotion in our hearts. Inspire within us a deep sense of
gratitude for your mercy and then send us out to serve you and
make your excellencies known to others.
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Psalm 103:8-12 (ESV)
Minister:
“The Lord is merciful and gracious; slow to anger and
abounding in loving-kindness. He does not deal with us according
to our iniquities. For as the heavens are high above the earth, so
great is His steadfast love toward those who fear Him; as far as the
east is from the west, so far does He remove our sins from us.”
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Minister:
The Lord be with you!
People:
And also with you!
Minister:
Lift up your hearts!
People:
We lift them up to the Lord!
Minister:
Let us give thanks to the Lord!
People:
It is good and right so to do.
Minister:
It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and
praise, O God our Creator and Redeemer. In your wisdom, you made all
things and sustain them by your power. Through the waters of the
Jordan you led us into the land of your promise, and you sustained us in
times of trial. You spoke through the prophets calling us to turn from
our willful ways to new obedience and righteousness. You sent your only
Son to be the way to eternal life. Therefore, we praise you, joining our
voices with choirs of angels and with all the faithful of every time and
place, who forever sing to the glory of your name.
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LOVE CONSTRAINING TO OBEDIENCE
To see the law by Christ fulfilled
To hear his pardoning voice
Changes a slave into a child
And duty to choice
How long beneath the law I lay
In bondage and distress
I toiled the precept to obey
But toiled without success
But to see the law by Christ fulfilled
To hear his pardoning voice
Changes a slave into a child
And duty to choice
Then all my servile works were done
A righteousness to raise
Now, freely chosen in the son
I freely choose his ways
And to see the law by Christ fulfilled
To hear his pardoning voice
Changes a slave into a child
And duty to choice
To see the law by Christ fulfilled
To hear his pardoning voice
Changes a slave into a child
And duty into choice, and duty into choice.
7

* GOSPEL LESSON

John 12:37-50 (ESV)

12:37 Though he had done so many signs before them, they still did
not believe in him, 38 so that the word spoken by the prophet
Isaiah might be fulfilled: “Lord, who has believed what he heard
from us, and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?”
39 Therefore they could not believe. For again Isaiah said, 40 “He
has blinded their eyes and hardened their heart, lest they see with
their eyes, and understand with their heart, and turn, and I would
heal them.” 41 Isaiah said these things because he saw his glory
and spoke of him. 42 Nevertheless, many even of the authorities
believed in him, but for fear of the Pharisees they did not confess
it, so that they would not be put out of the synagogue; 43 for they
loved the glory that comes from man more than the glory that
comes from God.
44 And Jesus cried out and said, “Whoever believes in me,
believes not in me but in him who sent me. 45 And whoever sees
me sees him who sent me. 46 I have come into the world as light,
so that whoever believes in me may not remain in darkness. 47 If
anyone hears my words and does not keep them, I do not judge
him; for I did not come to judge the world but to save the world.
48 The one who rejects me and does not receive my words has a
judge; the word that I have spoken will judge him on the last day.
49 For I have not spoken on my own authority, but the Father who
sent me has himself given me a commandment—what to say and
what to speak. 50 And I know that his commandment is eternal life.
What I say, therefore, I say as the Father has told me.”
Minister:
People:

PASTORAL PRAYER
OFFERTORY

“Lay Your Burden Down”
Chuck Girard © 1978

* DOXOLOGY
* PRAYER OF DEDICATION
TABLE ADMINISTRATION
• Believers who have publicly professed faith in Jesus Christ, have been
baptized, and are members in good standing of an Evangelical church, are
welcome to celebrate in the Lord’s Supper with us. If these particular facts
do not describe you, we respectfully ask you to refrain from participating
in the sacrament.
SERMON NOTES

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ!
Thanks be to the Lord!

* PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
SERMON

Reverend Jonathan B. Keenan
“The Grace and Justice of God”
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