The Celtic Cross is an ancient Christian symbol. The cross proper
recalls the death of Christ for the sins of his people, while the circle is a
historic symbol of God’s eternal nature. Jesus’ name is at the center,
depicted by the Greek letters “Ιης” and is surrounded by the vine and
branches, representing our relationship to Him. At the bottom,
CHRISTUS VICTOR, “Christ is Victorious,” testifies to his triumph over
sin and death on the cross. This Celtic cross is used by permission of
Saint Paul’s Presbyterian Church in Orlando, Florida. Each of the five
panels represents a significant event in Christ’s life.

Exalting Christ through Worship,
Renewal, Community, and Partnership

HIS REIGN
The wounded lamb as Christ reclining on the book of seven seals
is a historic symbol of the reigning Christ. The three-rayed
nimbus is an ancient symbol of deity. (Revelation 5:9-12)
HIS RESURRECTION
Lilies traditionally represent the resurrection; the trumpet
heralds Christ’s certain and triumphal return. (1 Corinthians
15:54; Matthew 24:31; Luke 12:27)

HIS ATONEMENT
The crown of thorns and nails testify to Christ’s sacrificial
death on the cross. (Hebrews 2:17; John 19:2; 20:27)

HIS BAPTISM
The dove and tongues of fire symbolically portray the Holy
Spirit. (Matthew 3:10; Acts 2:3)

HIS INCARNATION
The open Bible is the Word of God. The
double lighted candlesticks represent the
dual nature of Christ—his deity and his
humanity. (John 1:1-14)

CHRIST CHURCH VENTURA
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA

To all who are spiritually weary and seek rest; to all who mourn and long for
comfort; to all who struggle and desire hope; to all who sin and need a
Savior; to all who are strangers and yearn for home; to all who hunger and
thirst after righteousness; and to whoever will come; this church offers a
genuine welcome in the name of the risen Lord Jesus Christ.

WHAT IS OUR MESSAGE?
The great good news is that God has taken it upon Himself to do
something for us that we are powerless to do for ourselves. The
Gospel is simply this: sinners are forgiven and accepted by God
because of the work of Jesus Christ. Trust in Christ’s finished work is
not just the beginning of the Christian life, but the means and end
as well. The Gospel is what must be applied more and more deeply
in order to live as a Christian. The power of the Gospel is not merely
about forgiveness and improvement, but renewal and wholeness.
A GOSPEL-SHAPED MINISTRY

• The Gospel changes people — Through the continual application of the
Gospel we become more like Christ.
• The Gospel produces joy —

Grace frees us from both condemnation
and self-righteousness to enjoy God fully.

• The Gospel defines community — In union with Christ, we become God’s
sons and daughters—His new people.
• The Gospel points outward —

Grace disengages approval seeking,
engenders authenticity, and curbs pride.

WHAT DO WE BELIEVE?
We embrace the historic Christian faith — believing the timeless
truths held in common by the church in all ages and places. We
wholeheartedly affirm the classic doctrines defined by the Apostles’,
Nicene, and Athanasian Creeds.
• The Trinity —

There is only one God eternally existing in
three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

• The Incarnation — The person Jesus Christ is the only Son of
God who is both fully God and fully human.
• The Atonement — Jesus died on a cross and was raised from
the dead in order to redeem us from our sins.
We also embrace the Reformed Christian faith — believing the
biblical teachings that were restated during the Protestant
Reformation. This great renewal of the church in the 16th century
has given us a common heritage in the classic “solas”.
• Scripture Alone — The Bible is the one source of divine revelation and
the only completely reliable guide for faith and life.

• The Gospel informs attitudes — As Christians, we desire the peace and
wellbeing of our communities and cities.

• Christ Alone — Salvation is accomplished by the substitutionary
atonement of the historical and sinless Christ alone.

• The Gospel removes barriers — Reconciliation humbles us so that we
may become agents to reconcile others.

• Grace Alone — We are rescued from God’s anger, freed from sin’s
bondage and lifted to new life by His grace alone.

• The Gospel renews culture —

• Faith Alone —

Christ’s righteousness is imputed to us as the only
possible satisfaction of God’s justice by faith alone.

• God Alone —

The sole purpose of our creation and redemption
is to enjoy God’s presence and live for His glory.

•

All of life matters to God and we are
to pursue all vocations with excellence.

The Gospel builds momentum — Church planting is the result of and the
WHAT DO WE
BELIEVE?
means
to fulfilling the great commission

CHRIST CHURCH VENTURA IS A CONGREGATION
OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA
Alive by God’s grace, we aim to know, love, and follow Jesus
through historic worship, gospel renewal, genuine community, and
global partnership to the end that God’s people are gathered and
Christ’s Kingdom is extended throughout Ventura County and beyond.
CHURCH OFFICERS
Teaching Elder, Roy R. Bennett (ojairoyb@gmail.com)
Interim Pastor, Johnathan B. Keenan (johnathan.keenan@ruf.com)
Ruling Elder, David Blank (cosmos.psa19@rocketmail.com)
Ruling Elder, Brad Durant (braddurant@verizon.net)
Deacon, Ernie Rivas (abodigital@mac.com)
Deacon, David Logan (sharkseven@gmail.com)
CONTACT INFORMATION
Office Manager, Martha Etchart (venturachristchurch@gmail.com)
PO Box 3572 Ventura, CA. 93006 (805) 804-3378
www.christchurchventura.org
WORSHIP LOCATION
Christ Church Ventura meets in person for public worship
On Sundays at 1:30pm (196 North Ashwood Avenue)
Christ Church Ventura also livestreams worship services on YouTube
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Children’s Education (ages 2-18) — Class dismissed indefinitely
Men’s Study Group — Online class (Contact David Blank)
Women’s Study Group — Online class (Contact Rebecca Durant)
All Music reproduction is by permission CCLI# 2200400
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Order for the Celebration and Worship of God
Third Sunday of Easter; May 1, 2022 1:30pm
* Congregation standing
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE (Lyrics on Page 2)

“Jewels”

Alison Krauss and the Cox Family © 1994

CALL TO WORSHIP
Psalm 95:1-7 (ESV)
1 Oh come, let us sing to the Lord;
let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!
2
Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving;
let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise!
3
For the Lord is a great God, and a great King above all gods.
4
In his hand are the depths of the earth;
the heights of the mountains are his also.
5
The sea is his, for he made it,
and his hands formed the dry land.
6
Oh come, let us worship and bow down;
let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker!
7
For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture,
and the sheep of his hand.
INVITIATORY
Minister: Lord, open our lips.
People:
And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Unison:
Great is the Lord. He is holy and just. By his power
he proves his love. The steadfast love of the Lord
never ceases; his mercies never come to an end!
Minister:
Great is the faithfulness of the Lord, our God!
* HYMN OF PRAISE (Lyrics on page 3) “This Is My Father’s World”

Chris Rice ©2019

1

JEWELS
When he cometh, when he cometh
To make up his jewels
All his jewels, precious jewels
His loved and his own.
Like the stars of the morning
His bright crown adorning
They will shine in their beauty
Bright gems for his crown.
He will gather, he will gather
The gems for his kingdom
All the pure ones, all the bright ones
His loved and his own.
Like the stars of the morning
His bright crown adorning
They will shine in their beauty
Bright gems for his crown.

* PRAYER OF COMMITMENT
Unison:
Almighty God, we recognize our dependence upon
you, and we thank you for revealing the way of salvation by
the new light of your incarnate Word. Grant that this light,
enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our lives. Give us
grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the
armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which
your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that
in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious
majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to
life immortal, through him who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
* BENEDICTION
Ephesians 3:16-19 (ESV)
Minister:
“May you be strengthened with power through his spirit
in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through
faith, and that you being rooted and grounded in love may be able
with all the saints to comprehend how wide, and long, and high,
and deep is the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, and that
you may be filled to all the fullness of God. Amen.”
POSTLUDE

“Just a Closer Walk with Thee”

Ed Gerhard © 2006

Little children, little children
O love their redeemer
All the jewels, precious jewels
His loved and his own
Like the stars of the morning
His bright crown adorning
They will shine in their beauty
Bright gems for his crown
2
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HE WILL HOLD ME FAST

THIS IS MY FATHER’S WORLD

When I fear my faith will fail, Christ will hold me fast

This is my Father's world

When the tempter would prevail, he will hold me fast

And to my listening ears

I could never keep my hold through life's fearful path

All nature sings, and round me rings

For my love is often cold; He must hold me fast

The music of the spheres.
This is my Father's world

He will hold me fast, He will hold me fast

I rest me in the thought

For my Savior loves me so, He will hold me fast

Of rocks and trees, of skies and seas
His hand the wonders wrought

Those he saves are His delight, Christ will hold me fast

This is my Father's world

Precious in his holy sight, he will hold me fast

The birds their carols raise

He'll not let my soul be lost; his promises shall last

The morning light, the lily white

Bought by him at such a cost, he will hold me fast

Declare their maker's praise
This is my Father's world

He will hold me fast, he will hold me fast

He shines in all that's fair

For my Savior loves me so, he will hold me fast

In the rustling grass I can hear Him pass

For my life he bled and died, Christ will hold me fast

He speaks to me everywhere

Justice has been satisfied; he will hold me fast

This is my Father’s world

Raised with him to endless life, he will hold me fast

Oh, let me never forget

'Till our faith is turned to sight, when he comes at last

That though the wrong seems oft so strong
God is the ruler yet

He will hold me fast, he will hold me fast
For my Savior loves me so, he will hold me fast
He will hold me fast, he will hold me fast
For my Savior loves me so, he will hold me fast
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Chorus

This is my Father’s world
The battle is not done
Jesus who died will be satisfied
And earth and Heaven be one
Chorus repeat
And earth and Heaven be one (x2)

* PRAYER OF ADORATION

COME YE SOULS BY SIN AFFLICTED

Unison:
O God, your blessed Son made himself known to
his disciples in the breaking of bread. Open the eyes of our
faith, that we may behold him in all his redeeming work, he
who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.
* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Westminster Confession of Faith I.4-5
Unison:
The Bible speaks authoritatively and so deserves
to be believed and obeyed. This authority does not depend
on the testimony of any man or Church, but wholly on God
its author, who is himself truth. The Bible is therefore to be
accepted as true, because it is the Word of God.
We may be influenced by the testimony of the
Church to value the Bible highly and reverently, and Scripture
itself shows in so many ways that it is God’s Word; for
example, in its spiritual subject matter, in all the effectiveness
of its teaching, in the majesty of the style, the agreement of
all its parts, its united aim from beginning to end (to give all
glory to God), the full revelation it makes of the only way of
man’s salvation, its many other incomparably outstanding
features and its complete perfection. However, we are
completely persuaded and assured of the infallible truth and
divine authority of the Bible only by the inward working of the
Holy Spirit, who testifies by and with the word in our hearts.

4

Come ye souls by sin afflicted
Bowed with fruitless sorrow down
By the broken law convicted
Through the cross behold the crown
Look to Jesus, look to Jesus, look to Jesus
Mercy flows through him alone
Take His easy yoke and wear it
Love will make your obedience sweet
Christ will give you strength to bear it
While his grace shall guide your feet
Safe to glory, safe to glory, safe to glory
Where his ransomed captives meet
Blessed are the eyes that see him
Blest the ears that hear his voice
Blessed are the souls that trust him
And in him, alone rejoice his commandments,
His commandments, his commandments
Then become their happy choice
Sweet as home to pilgrims weary
Light to newly opened eyes
Like full springs in deserts dreary
Is the rest the cross supplies
All who taste it, all who taste it, all who taste it
Shall to rest immortal rise
Look to Jesus, look to Jesus, look to Jesus
Mercy flows through him alone
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AGNUS DEI
Minister:
People:

John 1:29
“Jesus is God’s Lamb, who takes away the world’s sin!”
Have mercy on us, O Lord and grant us your peace.

THE LORD'S SUPPER
Minister:
People:
Minister:
People:

Christ our Passover, sacrificed for us.
Therefore, let us keep the feast!
The gifts of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to the Lord!

COMMUNION MUSIC
“Come Ye Souls By Sin Afflicted”

(Lyrics on Page 13)

Sandra McCracken © 2016

“He Will Hold Me Fast”

(Lyrics on Page 14)

Keith and Kristen Getty © 2000

Regarding participation the Lord’s Supper
Those who have publicly professed faith in Jesus Christ, have been baptized,
and are committed to a Gospel proclaiming church, are welcome to celebrate
in the Lord’s Supper with us. If these particular facts do not describe you,
we respectfully ask you to refrain from participating in the sacrament.
Please come forward to receive the sacrament.
Take an individual wafer/juice set and return to your seat.
Wait until all have received the elements, then the Pastor will lead
the congregation to observe the Lord’s Supper together.
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* NEW TESTAMENT LESSON
Matthew 26:57-75. (ESV)
57 Then those who had seized Jesus led him to Caiaphas the high
priest, where the scribes and the elders had gathered. 58 And Peter
was following him at a distance, as far as the courtyard of the high
priest, and going inside he sat with the guards to see the end. 59 Now
the chief priests and the whole council were seeking false testimony
against Jesus that they might put him to death, 60 but they found
none, though many false witnesses came forward. At last two came
forward 61 and said, “This man said, ‘I am able to destroy the temple
of God, and to rebuild it in three days.’ ” 62 And the high priest stood
up and said, “Have you no answer to make? What is it that these men
testify against you?” 63 But Jesus remained silent. And the high priest
said to him, “I adjure you by the living God, tell us if you are the
Christ, the Son of God.” 64 Jesus said to him, “You have said so. But I
tell you, from now on you will see the Son of Man seated at the right
hand of Power and coming on the clouds of heaven.” 65 Then the high
priest tore his robes and said, “He has uttered blasphemy. What
further witnesses do we need? You have now heard his blasphemy.
66 What is your judgment?” They answered, “He deserves death.”
67 Then they spit in his face and struck him. And some slapped him,
68 saying, “Prophesy to us, you Christ! Who is it that struck you?”
69 Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. And a servant girl
came up to him and said, “You also were with Jesus the Galilean.”
70 But he denied it before them all, saying, “I do not know what you
mean.” 71 And when he went out to the entrance, another servant girl
saw him, and she said to the bystanders, “This man was with Jesus of
Nazareth.” 72 And again he denied it with an oath: “I do not know the
man.” 73 After a little while the bystanders came up and said to Peter,
“Certainly you too are one of them, for your accent betrays you.”
74 Then he began to invoke a curse on himself and to swear, “I do not
know the man.” And immediately the rooster crowed. 75 And Peter
remembered the saying of Jesus, “Before the rooster crows, you will
deny me three times.” And he went out and wept bitterly.
Minister:
People:

The Word of the Lord!
Thanks be to God!

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Unison:
O God, light of the minds that know you, life of the
souls that love you, and strength of the hearts that seek you,
and in whom to abide is to stand fast forever; you have
promised to hear what we ask in the name of your Son.
Accept and fulfill our petitions, not as we ask in our
ignorance, nor as we deserve in our sinfulness, but as you
know and love us in your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Minister:
The Lord be with you!
People:
And also with you!
Minister:
Lift up your hearts!
People:
We lift them up to the Lord!
Minister:
Let us give thanks to the Lord!
People:
It is good and right so to do.
Minister:
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, that we should
always give you thanks, O Lord; therefore, with the angels, we exalt
and magnify your glorious name, evermore praising you.

(The congregation is encouraged to participate both verbally and in silence.)

Minister:

People:
Minister:

People:
Minister:

People:
Minister:

People:

We pray for the Church of Jesus Christ that we may become
a repentant people marked by grace, truth, and joy.
Hear our prayer, 0 Lord.
We pray for all who suffer tribulation that you would
extend your fatherly affection and they would find
refreshment for their souls and healing for their bodies.
Hear our prayer, 0 Lord.
We pray for inspiration in our several callings to do the
work you have given us to do with singleness of heart
as your servants, and for the common good.
Hear our prayer, 0 Lord.
We pray for the multitudes of those who do not know
Christ’s redeeming grace, that they may come to know
and worship you as you have been revealed in your Son.
Hear our prayer, 0 Lord.
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THE SANCTUS
Minister:
People:

Isaiah 6:3; Psalm 118:26 (ESV)

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts;
the whole earth is full of his glory!”
“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!
We bless you from the house of the Lord.”

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
Minister:
Unison:

1 Corinthians 11:23-26

Therefore, we proclaim the faith!
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.

PRAYER OF APPROACH
Unison:
We do not presume to come to this your table, O
merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but in your
great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up
the crumbs under your table. But you are the same Lord,
whose nature is always to have mercy; grant us therefore,
gracious Lord, that we may so partake of this bread and wine
that our sinful bodies may be made clean by Christ’s body,
and our souls washed through his most precious blood, and
that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.
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PASTORAL PRAYER

Minister:

OFFERTORY
* DOXOLOGY

“O Sacred Head, Now Wounded”

Phil Keaggy ©2002

Praise
Praise
Praise
Praise

God from whom all blessings flow
Him all creatures here below
Him above ye heavenly host
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

People:
Minister:

We pray for the multitudes of those who do not know
Christ’s redeeming grace, that they may come to know
and worship you as you have been revealed in your Son.
Hear our prayer, 0 Lord.
We pray that you will increase in our hearts true faith
and grant us grace to be ever mindful of the merits of
Christ, that we may live in great gladness and freedom.

* PRAYER OF DEDICATION

People:

CONFESSION OF SIN

THE LORD'S PRAYER

Unison:
O God, our Master and King, we are imperfect
subjects of your realm and stumble in unbelief and fear. We
so easily forget the scope of your love displayed for us in
Jesus Christ. Teach us to know that grace precedes,
accompanies, and follows our salvation. Help us to remember
the great privileges of our redemption in him. Without him we
are strangers and outcasts; in him we are children and
friends. Without him our lips are sealed in guilt and shame; in
him there is confidence and praise. Without him our horizon is
dark and foreboding; in him is the expectation of light,
knowledge, and glory.

Our Father, in heaven, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come. Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts,
as we also forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil: For yours is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

Hear our prayer, 0 Lord.
Matthew 6:9-13 (ESV)

* HYMN OF HOPE (Lyrics on page 7) “Grace Greater Than Our Sin"

Matthew Smith ©2006

Psalm 40:1-3 (ESV)

Minister:
“I waited patiently for the Lord; and He inclined to me
and heard my cry. He brought me up out of the miry clay, and He
set my feet upon a rock making my footsteps firm. He put a new
song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God; Many will see and
fear and will trust in the Lord. How blessed is the man who has
made the Lord his trust, and has not turned to the proud, nor to
those who have lapsed into falsehood.”
10
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GRACE GREATER THAN OUR SIN
Marvelous grace of our loving Lord
Grace that exceeds our sin and our guilt
Yonder on Calvary’s mount outpoured
There where the blood of the Lamb was spilled
Chorus:

Grace, grace, God’s grace
Grace that will pardon and cleanse within
Grace, grace, God’s grace
Grace that is greater than all our sin

Sin and despair, like the sea waves cold
Threaten the soul with infinite loss
Grace that is greater, yes, grace untold
Points to the refuge, the mighty cross
Chorus:
Dark is the stain that we cannot hide
What can avail to wash it away
Look! There is flowing a crimson tide
Whiter than snow you may be today
Chorus:
Marvelous, infinite, matchless grace
Freely bestowed on all who believe
You that are longing to see His face
Will you this moment His grace receive
Chorus:
8

* GOSPEL LESSON

John 21:9-19.

(ESV)

When they got out on land, they saw a charcoal fire in place,
with fish laid out on it, and bread. 10 Jesus said to them, “Bring
some of the fish that you have just caught.” 11 So Simon Peter went
aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, 153 of them.
And although there were so many, the net was not torn. 12 Jesus
said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples
dared ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus
came and took the bread and gave it to them, and so with the fish.
14 This was now the third time that Jesus was revealed to the
disciples after he was raised from the dead.
15 When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter,
“Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these?” He said to
him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to him, “Feed my
lambs.” 16 He said to him a second time, “Simon, son of John, do you
love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He
said to him, “Tend my sheep.” 17 He said to him the third time,
“Simon, son of John, do you love me?” Peter was grieved because
he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” and he said to him,
“Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to
him, “Feed my sheep. 18 Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were
young, you used to dress yourself and walk wherever you wanted,
but when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and another
will dress you and carry you where you do not want to go.” 19 (This
he said to show by what kind of death he was to glorify God.) And
after saying this he said to him, “Follow me.”
9

Minister:
People:

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ!
Thanks be to the Lord!

* PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
SERMON

Johnathan B. Keenan
“Where Jesus Meets Us”
9

