The Celtic Cross is an ancient Christian symbol. The cross proper
recalls the death of Christ for the sins of his people, while the circle is a
historic symbol of God’s eternal nature. Jesus’ name is at the center,
depicted by the Greek letters “Ιης” and is surrounded by the vine and
branches, representing our relationship to Him. At the bottom,
CHRISTUS VICTOR, “Christ is Victorious,” testifies to his triumph over
sin and death on the cross. This Celtic cross is used by permission of
Saint Paul’s Presbyterian Church in Orlando, Florida. Each of the five
panels represents a significant event in Christ’s life.

Exalting Christ through Worship,
Renewal, Community, and Partnership

HIS REIGN
The wounded lamb as Christ reclining on the book of seven seals
is a historic symbol of the reigning Christ. The three-rayed
nimbus is an ancient symbol of deity. (Revelation 5:9-12)
HIS RESURRECTION
Lilies traditionally represent the resurrection; the trumpet
heralds Christ’s certain and triumphal return. (1 Corinthians
15:54; Matthew 24:31; Luke 12:27)

HIS ATONEMENT
The crown of thorns and nails testify to Christ’s sacrificial
death on the cross. (Hebrews 2:17; John 19:2; 20:27)

HIS BAPTISM
The dove and tongues of fire symbolically portray the Holy
Spirit. (Matthew 3:10; Acts 2:3)

HIS INCARNATION
The open Bible is the Word of God. The
double lighted candlesticks represent the
dual nature of Christ—his deity and his
humanity. (John 1:1-14)

CHRIST CHURCH VENTURA
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA

To all who are spiritually weary and seek rest; to all who mourn and long for
comfort; to all who struggle and desire hope; to all who sin and need a
Savior; to all who are strangers and yearn for home; to all who hunger and
thirst after righteousness; and to whoever will come; this church offers a
genuine welcome in the name of the risen Lord Jesus Christ.

WHAT IS OUR MESSAGE?

The great good news is that God has taken it upon Himself to do
something for us that we are powerless to do for ourselves. The
Gospel is simply this: sinners are forgiven and accepted by God
because of the work of Jesus Christ. Trust in Christ’s finished work is
not just the beginning of the Christian life, but the means and end
as well. The Gospel is what must be applied more and more deeply
in order to live as a Christian. The power of the Gospel is not merely
about forgiveness and improvement, but renewal and wholeness.
A GOSPEL-SHAPED MINISTRY

• The Gospel changes people — Through the continual application of the
Gospel we become more like Christ.
• The Gospel produces joy —

Grace frees us from both condemnation
and self-righteousness to enjoy God fully.

• The Gospel defines community — In union with Christ, we become God’s
sons and daughters—His new people.
• The Gospel points outward —

Grace disengages approval seeking,
engenders authenticity, and curbs pride.

WHAT DO WE BELIEVE?
We embrace the historic Christian faith — believing the timeless
truths held in common by the church in all ages and places. We
wholeheartedly affirm the classic doctrines defined by the Apostles’,
Nicene, and Athanasian Creeds.
• The Trinity —

There is only one God eternally existing in
three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

• The Incarnation — The person Jesus Christ is the only Son of
God who is both fully God and fully human.
• The Atonement — Jesus died on a cross and was raised from
the dead in order to redeem us from our sins.
We also embrace the Reformed Christian faith — believing the
biblical teachings that were restated during the Protestant
Reformation. This great renewal of the church in the 16th century
has given us a common heritage in the classic “solas”.
• Scripture Alone — The Bible is the one source of divine revelation and
the only completely reliable guide for faith and life.

• The Gospel informs attitudes — As Christians, we desire the peace and
wellbeing of our communities and cities.

• Christ Alone — Salvation is accomplished by the substitutionary
atonement of the historical and sinless Christ alone.

• The Gospel removes barriers — Reconciliation humbles us so that we
may become agents to reconcile others.

• Grace Alone — We are rescued from God’s anger, freed from sin’s
bondage and lifted to new life by His grace alone.

• The Gospel renews culture —

• Faith Alone —

Christ’s righteousness is imputed to us as the only
possible satisfaction of God’s justice by faith alone.

• God Alone —

The sole purpose of our creation and redemption
is to enjoy God’s presence and live for His glory.

•

All of life matters to God and we are
to pursue all vocations with excellence.

The Gospel builds momentum — Church planting is the result of and the
WHAT DO WE
BELIEVE?
means
to fulfilling the great commission

CHRIST CHURCH VENTURA IS A CONGREGATION
OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA
Alive by God’s grace, we aim to know, love, and follow Jesus
through historic worship, gospel renewal, genuine community, and
global partnership to the end that God’s people are gathered and
Christ’s Kingdom is extended throughout Ventura County and beyond.
CHURCH OFFICERS
Teaching Elder, Roy R. Bennett (ojairoyb@gmail.com)
Interim Pastor, Johnathan B. Keenan (johnathan.keenan@ruf.com)
Ruling Elder, David Blank (cosmos.psa19@rocketmail.com)
Ruling Elder, Brad Durant (braddurant@verizon.net)
Deacon, Ernie Rivas (abodigital@mac.com)
Deacon, David Logan (sharkseven@gmail.com)
CONTACT INFORMATION
Office Manager, Martha Etchart (venturachristchurch@gmail.com)
PO Box 3572 Ventura, CA. 93006 (805) 804-3378
www.christchurchventura.org
WORSHIP LOCATION
Christ Church Ventura meets in person for public worship
On Sundays at 1:30pm (196 North Ashwood Avenue)
Christ Church Ventura also livestreams worship services on YouTube
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Children’s Education (ages 2-18) — Class dismissed indefinitely
Men’s Study Group — Online class (Contact David Blank)
Women’s Study Group — Online class (Contact Rebecca Durant)
All Music reproduction is by permission CCLI# 2200400
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Order for the Celebration and Worship of God
Palm Sunday; April 10, 2022 1:30pm
* Congregation standing
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE (Music on Page 2)
CALL TO WORSHIP

“How Beautiful”

Twila Paris © 1999

Psalm 118:19-29 (ESV)

INVITIATORY
Minister:
Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins.
People:
His mercy endures forever!
Minister:
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!
People:
Hosanna in the Highest!
* HYMN OF PRAISE (Music on page 3)

“The Wonderful Cross”

Chris Tomlin © 2019

* PRAYER OF ADORATION
Unison:
Almighty God, in your tender love for the human race
you sent your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to take upon himself
our nature, and to suffer death upon the cross, giving us the
example of his great humility. Mercifully grant that we may walk
in the way of his suffering and also share in his resurrection,
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
TRIUMPHAL ENTRY TO JERUSALEM
John 12:12-15 (ESV)
The next day the large crowd that had come to the feast heard that
Jesus was coming to Jerusalem. So they took branches of palm trees
and went out to meet him, crying out, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who
comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!” And Jesus found
a young donkey and sat on it, just as it is written, “Fear not, daughter of
Zion; behold, your king is coming, sitting on a donkey’s colt!”

HOW BEAUTIFUL

HOLY WEEK

How beautiful the hands that served
The wine and the bread and the sons of the earth
How beautiful the feet that walked
The long dusty roads and the hill to the cross
How beautiful, how beautiful
How beautiful is the body of Christ

The idea of observing the week before Easter, as a special time for
worship, dates from the middle of the third century, although it did
not develop fully for another hundred years. Palm Sunday, Good
Friday, and then Maundy Thursday made their appearance as the
events of Christ’s last days were linked with certain days of the
week. The events of Holy Week find a chronology as early as the
Gospel of Mark, where the scheme is as follows:

How beautiful the heart that bled
That took all my sin and bore it instead
How beautiful the tender eyes
That choose to forgive and never despise
How beautiful, how beautiful
How beautiful is the body of Christ
And as he lay down his life
We offer this sacrifice
That we will live just as he died
Willing to pay the price. Willing to pay the price
How beautiful the radiant bride
Who waits for her groom with his light in her eyes
How beautiful when humble hearts give
The fruit of pure lives so that others may live
How beautiful, how beautiful
How beautiful is the body of Christ
How beautiful the feet that bring
The sound of good news and the love of the King
How beautiful the hands that serve
The wine and the bread and the sons of the Earth
How beautiful, how beautiful
How beautiful is the body of Christ
2

Palm Sunday: The entry into Jerusalem
(Mark 11:1-11)
Holy Monday: Fig tree cursed & temple cleansed (Mark 11:12-19)
Holy Tuesday: Jesus teaches in the temple
(Mk 11:20-13:37)
Holy Wednesday: Jesus anointed & betrayed
(Mark 14:1-11)
Maundy Thursday: Last supper, arrest, & trial (Mark 14:12-72)
Good Friday: Trial, crucifixion, & burial
(Mark 15:1-47)
Holy Saturday: Jesus in the tomb
(no text)
Easter Sunday: The resurrection
(Mark 16:1-8)
The name “Passion/Palm Sunday” derives from two ideas in tension
with each other: the triumphal entry with shouts of “Hosanna”, and
the solemn realization that our Lord was to face suffering and death.
Our worship on this day is a reliving of the end of Jesus’ earthly
ministry. The days of Holy Week reveal a sequence of irony and
contrast. On Maundy Thursday we remember the institution of the
sacrament of Holy Communion. The term “Maundy” derives from a
Latin word, “mandatum”, which means command. The command
which our Lord left with His disciples, and us, is to love one another.
Communion is our gathering at the table of the Lord as one body to
feed upon Him who is our life. On Good Friday, we reckon with the
reality of Christ’s death and the anguish of our own sin. It is a time of
penitential reflection, yet it is also a celebration of the good news of
the cross. Easter Sunday is a burst of praise and resurrection joy, as
we proclaim Christ crucified, dead, buried, risen, and exalted. May
we, by our participation in the liturgy of Holy week and Easter,
encounter our risen and reigning Lord by the power of the Holy Spirit.
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THE CHURCH

THE WONDERFUL CROSS

Individual testimony to Christ’s Lordship and kingdom wins only a

When I survey the wondrous cross
On which the prince of glory died
My richest gain I count but loss
And pour contempt on all my pride

shrug. The Church, however, as the community of Christ’s
kingdom, can show the world an ethical integrity it must respect.

See from His head, His hands, His feet
Sorrow and love flow mingled down
Did ever such love and sorrow meet
Or thorns compose, so rich a crown

When Peter describes the impact of Christian righteous deeds in a
pagan world, he is thinking not of isolated saints, but of the people
of God, called out of darkness into God’s light. Christian witness
that is limited to private religious experience cannot challenge

Chorus
Oh the wonderful cross, oh the wonderful cross
Bids me come and die and find that I may truly live
Oh the wonderful cross, oh the wonderful cross
All who gather here by grace draw near and bless Your name

secularism. Christians in community must again show the world,
Were the whole realm of nature mine
That were an offering far too small
Love so amazing, so divine
Demands my soul, my life, my all

not merely family values, but the bond of the love of Christ.
Increasingly the ordered fellowship of the church becomes the sign
of grace for the warring factions of a disordered world. Only as the
church binds together those whom selfishness and hate have cut

Chorus
Oh the wonderful cross, oh the wonderful cross
Bids me come and die and find that I may truly live

apart will its message be heard and its ministry of hope to the
Love so amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life, my all
It's the beauty and the shame. It’s the glory and the name
Wonderful Cross

friendless be received.

— Edmond Clowney —
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Chorus
Oh the wonderful cross, oh the wonderful cross
Bids me come and die and find that I may truly live
3

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON
1 Peter 2:4-10 (ESV)
2:4 As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the
sight of God chosen and precious, 5 you yourselves like living
stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through
Jesus Christ. 6 For it stands in Scripture: “Behold, I am laying in
Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, and whoever
believes in him will not be put to shame.”
7 So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not
believe, “The stone that the builders rejected has become the
cornerstone,” 8 and “A stone of stumbling, and a rock of offense.”
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were
destined to do.
9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a
people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the
excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his
marvelous light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are
God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have
received mercy.
Minister:
People:

The Word of the Lord!
Thanks be to God!

* HYMN OF TRUST (Lyrics on page 5) "Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted”

Fernando Ortega © 200

4

GOD MAKES HIS PEOPLE HIS CHILDREN BY ADOPTION
Paul teaches that the gift of justification (i.e., present acceptance
by God as the world’s Judge) brings with it the status of sonship by
adoption (i.e., permanent intimacy with God as one’s heavenly
Father, Gal. 3:26; 4:4–7). In Paul’s world, adoption was ordinarily
of young adult males of good character to become heirs and
maintain the family name of the childless rich. Paul, however,
proclaims God’s gracious adoption of persons of bad character to
become “heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ” (Rom. 8:17).
Justification is the basic blessing, on which adoption is founded;
adoption is the crowning blessing, to which justification clears the
way. Adopted status belongs to all who receive Christ (John 1:12).
The adopted status of believers means that in and through Christ
God loves them as he loves his only-begotten Son and will share
with them all the glory that is Christ’s now (Rom. 8:17, 38–39).
Here and now, believers are under God’s fatherly care and
discipline (Matt. 6:26; Heb. 12:5–11) and are directed, especially
by Jesus, to live their whole lives in light of the knowledge that God
is their Father in heaven. They are to pray to him as such (Matt.
6:5–13), imitate him as such (Matt. 5:44–48; 6:12, 14–15; 18:21–
35; Eph. 4:32–5:2), and trust him as such (Matt. 6:25–34), thus
expressing the filial instinct that the Holy Spirit has implanted in
them (Rom. 8:15–17; Gal. 4:6).
Adoption and regeneration accompany each other as two
aspects of the salvation that Christ brings (John 1:12–13), but they
are to be distinguished. Adoption is the bestowal of a relationship,
while regeneration is the transformation of our moral nature. Yet
the link is evident; God wants his children, whom he loves, to bear
his character, and takes action accordingly.
J. I. Packer, Concise Theology
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* PRAYER OF COMMITMENT
Unison:
Gracious God, you have made us one with all your
people in heaven and on earth. We have recalled your
mighty acts in holy history. We have seen your power in
sending light to conquer darkness, water to give us life, and
the bread of heaven to nourish us in love. Send us with your
salvation and joy to all the world, in the name of Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
Hebrews 13:20-21 (ESV)
* BENEDICTION
Minister:
“Now may the God of peace who brought again from the
dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood
of the eternal covenant, equip you with everything good that you
may do his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his sight,
through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.”
Minister:
People:

Go in peace to love and serve the risen Lord Jesus.
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE

“They Led My Lord Away”

Jubilant Sykes © 1998
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STRICKEN, SMITTEN, AND AFFLICTED
Stricken, smitten, and afflicted
See him dying on the tree
'Tis the Christ by man rejected
Yes, my soul, 'tis he, 'tis he!
'Tis the long-expected prophet
David's Son, yet David's Lord
By His Son, God now has spoken
Tis the true and faithful Word
Tell me, ye who hear him groaning
Was there ever grief like his
Friends through fear his cause disowning
Foes insulting his distress
Many hands were raised to wound him
None would interpose to save
But the deepest stroke that pierced him
Was the stroke that justice gave
Ye who think of sin but lightly
Nor suppose the evil great
Here may view its nature rightly
Here its guilt may estimate
Mark the sacrifice appointed
See who bears the awful load
'Tis the Word, the Lord's Anointed
Son of Man and Son of God
Here we have a firm foundation
Here the refuge of the lost
Christ's the rock of our salvation
His the name of which we boast
Lamb of God, for sinners wounded
Sacrifice to cancel guilt
None shall ever be confounded
Who on him their hope have built

SOLEMN REPROACHES FROM THE CROSS
Minister:

O my people, O my church, what have I done to you,
or in what have I offended you? Testify against me.
I led you forth from the land of Egypt
and delivered you by the waters of baptism,
but you have prepared a cross for your Savior.

Unison:

Lord, have mercy upon us.

Minister:

I led you through the desert forty years, and fed you with manna:
I brought you through tribulation and penitence,
and gave you my body, the bread of heaven,
but you have prepared a cross for your Savior.

Unison:

Lord, have mercy upon us.

Minister:

What more could I have done for you that I have not done?
I planted you, my chosen and fairest vineyard,
I made you the branches of my vine;
but when I was thirsty, you gave me vinegar to drink
and pierced with a spear the side of your Lord,
and you have prepared a cross for your Savior.

Unison:

Lord, have mercy upon us.

Minister:

I went before you in a pillar of cloud,
and you have led me to the judgment hall of Pilate.
I scourged your enemies and brought you to a land of freedom,
but you have scourged, mocked, and beaten me.
I gave you the water of salvation from the rock,
but you have given me gall and left me to thirst,
and you have prepared a cross for your Savior.

Unison:

Lord, have mercy upon us.
6

FROM THE DEPTHS OF WOE

From the depths of woe I raise to Thee a voice of lamentation
Lord, turn a gracious ear to me and hear my supplication
If Thou iniquities dost mark, our secret sins and misdeeds dark
O who shall stand before Thee, O who shall stand before thee
To wash away the crimson stain, grace, grace alone availeth
Our works, alas! Are all in vain; in much the best life faileth
No man can glory in Thy sight, all must alike confess Thy might
And live alone by mercy, and live alone by mercy
Therefore my trust is in the Lord, and not in mine own merit
On Him my soul shall rest, his word upholds my fainting spirit
His promised mercy is my fort, my comfort and my sweet support
I wait for it with patience, I wait for it with patience
What though I wait the live-long night, and til the dawn appeareth
My heart still trusteth in His might. It doubteth not nor feareth
Do thus, O ye of Israel’s seed, ye of the Spirit born indeed
And wait til God appeareth, and wait till God appeareth
Though great our sins and sore our woes, his grace much more aboundeth
His helping love no limit knows, our upmost need it soundeth
Our Shepherd good and true is he, who will at last His Israel free
From all their sin and sorrow, from all their sin and sorrow
15

WE REMEMBER

Minister:

We remember how you loved us,
To your death, and still we celebrate
For you are with us here
And we believe that we will see you
When you come in your glory Lord
We remember, we celebrate, we believe

I gave you a royal scepter, and the keys to the kingdom,
but you have given me a crown of thorns.
I raised you on high with great power,
but you have prepared a cross for your Savior.

Unison:

Lord, have mercy upon us.

Minister:

My peace I gave, which the world cannot give,
and washed your feet as a sign of my love,
but you draw the sword to strike in my name
and seek high places in my kingdom.
I offered you my body and blood,
but you scatter and deny and abandon me,
and you have prepared a cross for your Savior.

Unison:

Lord, have mercy upon us.

Minister:

I sent the Spirit of truth to guide you,
and you close your hearts to the Counselor.
I pray that all may be one in the Father and me,
but you continue to quarrel and divide.
I call you to go and bring forth fruit,
but you cast lots for my clothing,
and you have prepared a cross for your Savior.

Unison:

Lord, have mercy upon us.

Minister:

I came to you as the least of your brothers and sisters;
I was hungry and you gave me no food,
I was thirsty and you gave me no drink,
I was a stranger and you did not welcome me,
naked and you did not clothe me,
sick and in prison and you did not visit me,
and you have prepared a cross for your Savior.

Unison:

Lord, have mercy upon us.

Here a million wounded souls
Are yearning just to touch you and be healed
Gather all your people and hold them in your heart
We remember how you loved us
To your death and still we celebrate
For you are with us here
And we believe that we will see you
When you come in your glory Lord
We remember, we celebrate, we believe
Now we recreate your love
We bring the bread and wine to share a meal
Sign of grace and mercy, the presence of the Lord
We remember how you loved us
To your death and still we celebrate
For you are with us here
And we believe that we will see you
When you come in your glory Lord
We remember, we celebrate, we believe
We remember, we celebrate, we believe
14

* HYMN OF HOPE (Lyrics on page 8)

“On Jordan’s Stormy Banks”

Christopher Miner © 1997

ON JORDAN’S STORMY BANKS
On Jordan’s stormy banks I stand
And cast a wishful eye
To Canaan’s fair and happy land
Where my possessions lie
All over those wide extended plains
Shines one eternal day
There God the Son forever reigns
And scatters night away
Chorus:

I am bound
I am bound
I am bound for promised land
I am bound
I am bound
I am bound for promised land

No chilling winds nor poisonous breath
Can reach that healthful shore
Sickness, sorrow, pain and death
Are felt and feared no more
Chorus
When shall I reach that happy place
And be forever blessed
When shall I see my Father’s face
And in His bosom rest
Chorus
8

PRAYER OF APPROACH
Unison:
We do not presume to come to this your table, O
merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but in your
great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up
the crumbs under your table. But you are the same Lord,
whose nature is always to have mercy; grant us therefore,
gracious Lord, that we may so partake of this bread and wine
that our sinful bodies may be made clean by Christ’s body,
and our souls washed through his most precious blood, and
that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.
AGNUS DEI
John 1:29
Minister:
“Jesus is God’s Lamb, who takes away the world’s sin!”
People:
Have mercy on us, O Lord and grant us your peace.
THE LORD'S SUPPER
Minister:
Christ our Passover, sacrificed for us.
People:
Therefore, let us keep the feast!
Minister:
The gifts of God for the people of God.
People:
Thanks be to the Lord!
Regarding participation in the Lord’s Supper
● Please come forward to receive the sacrament at the table.
You are encouraged to repent, rest, and rejoice in the finished
work of Christ as the Lord’s Supper is observed.
The consecrated bread and wine are served in separate cups.
After you have partaken, please dispose of empty cups in the
white collection containers at the table
COMMUNION MUSIC
“We Remember”

(Lyrics on Page 14)

John Michael Talbot © 2005

“From the Depths of Woe”

(Lyrics on Page 15)

Indelible Grace © 2012
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ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Psalm 103:8-12 (ESV)
Minister:
“The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and
abounding in steadfast love. He will not always chide, nor will he
keep his anger forever. He does not deal with us according to our
sins, nor repay us according to our iniquities. For as high as the
heavens are above the earth, so great is his steadfast love toward
those who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far does
he remove our transgressions from us.”
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Minister:
The Lord be with you!
People:
And also with you!
Minister:
Lift up your hearts!
People:
We lift them up to the Lord!
Minister:
Let us give thanks to the Lord!
People:
It is good and right so to do.
Minister:
It is truly right to thank and praise you, great God. We
thank you for Jesus, who was punished for our sins and suffered a
shameful death to rescue us. We praise you for the trust we have in
him, for a mercy undeserved, and for the love you pour out on us all.
We lift our voices to acknowledge your glory.
THE SANCTUS
Isaiah 6:3; Psalm 118:26 (ESV)
Minister:
“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts;
the whole earth is full of his glory!”
People:
“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!
We bless you from the house of the Lord.”
PRAYER OF CONSECRATION
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
1 Corinthians 11:23-26
Minister:
Therefore, we proclaim the faith!
Unison:
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.
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* NEW TESTAMENT LESSON
Matthew 21:1-17, 23-27, 33-44 (ESV)
Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage,
to the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to
them, “Go into the village in front of you, and immediately you will
find a donkey tied, and a colt with her. Untie them and bring them
to me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord
needs them,’ and he will send them at once.” 4 This took place to
fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, saying, 5 “Say to the daughter
of Zion, ‘Behold, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted
on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’ ”
6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them. 7 They
brought the donkey and the colt and put on them their cloaks, and
he sat on them. 8 Most of the crowd spread their cloaks on the
road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on
the road. 9 And the crowds that went before him and that followed
him were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he
who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!”
10 And when he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred up,
saying, “Who is this?” 11 And the crowds said, “This is the prophet
Jesus, from Nazareth of Galilee.”
12 And Jesus entered the temple and drove out all who sold and
bought in the temple, and he overturned the tables of the moneychangers and the seats of those who sold pigeons. 13 He said to
them, “It is written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer,’
but you make it a den of robbers.”
14 And the blind and the lame came to him in the temple, and he
healed them. 15 But when the chief priests and the scribes saw the
wonderful things that he did, and the children crying out in the
temple, “Hosanna to the Son of David!” they were indignant, 16 and
they said to him, “Do you hear what these are saying?” And Jesus
said to them, “Yes; have you never read, “ ‘Out of the mouth of
infants and nursing babies you have prepared praise’?” 17 And
leaving them, he went out of the city to Bethany and lodged there.
1
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And when he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders
of the people came up to him as he was teaching, and said, “By
what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this
authority?” 24 Jesus answered them, “I also will ask you one
question, and if you tell me the answer, then I also will tell you by
what authority I do these things. 25 The baptism of John, from where
did it come? From heaven or from man?” And they discussed it
among themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to
us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘From man,’
we are afraid of the crowd, for they all hold that John was a
prophet.” 27 So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said
to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these things.

Minister:
People:

“Hear another parable. There was a master of a house who
planted a vineyard and put a fence around it and dug a winepress
in it and built a tower and leased it to tenants, and went into
another country. 34 When the season for fruit drew near, he sent his
servants to the tenants to get his fruit. 35 And the tenants took his
servants and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. 36 Again
he sent other servants, more than the first. And they did the same
to them. 37 Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will
respect my son.’ 38 But when the tenants saw the son, they said to
themselves, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill him and have his
inheritance.’ 39 And they took him and threw him out of the
vineyard and killed him. 40 When therefore the owner of the
vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 41 They said to
him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death and let out
the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the fruits in their
seasons.” 42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the
Scriptures: “ ‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the
cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is marvelous in our
eyes’? 43 Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken
away from you and given to a people producing its fruits. 44 And
the one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and when
it falls on anyone, it will crush him.”
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* DOXOLOGY/DEDICATION

23

33

The Word of the Lord!
Thanks be to God!

* PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
SERMON

Reverend Johnathan B. Keenan
“The Rock of Ages”

PASTORAL PRAYER
OFFERTORY

“Rock of Ages”
Chris Rice © 2008

TABLE ADMINISTRATION
• Believers who have publicly professed faith in Jesus Christ, have been
baptized, and are members in good standing of an Evangelical church, are
welcome to celebrate in the Lord’s Supper with us. If these particular facts
do not describe you, we respectfully ask you to refrain from participating
in the sacrament.
CONFESSION OF SIN
Unison:
Our Father, we recognize that in your election and
redemption you showed no preference toward our gender, our
ethnicity, or even our social status. We, who were nothing
when we were called, have been made sons and daughters
solely by your grace. Your example has taught us that we
must show no favoritism either. Yet we confess to you that we
are all plagued by our bigotry, bias, prejudice, partiality, and
pride. Grant us humility to see ourselves as we truly are—
sinners who have no right to boast. Have mercy and patience
and help us to suspend judgment on each other. Make us a
people who walk the path of peace and reconciliation,
reflecting the one who made peace with us through his costly
blood, for it is in his name we come to you. Amen.

