The Celtic Cross is an ancient Christian symbol. The cross proper
recalls the death of Christ for the sins of his people, while the circle is a
historic symbol of God’s eternal nature. Jesus’ name is at the center,
depicted by the Greek letters “Ιης” and is surrounded by the vine and
branches, representing our relationship to Him. At the bottom,
CHRISTUS VICTOR, “Christ is Victorious,” testifies to his triumph over
sin and death on the cross. This Celtic cross is used by permission of
Saint Paul’s Presbyterian Church in Orlando, Florida. Each of the five
panels represents a significant event in Christ’s life.

Exalting Christ through Worship,
Renewal, Community, and Partnership

HIS REIGN
The wounded lamb as Christ reclining on the book of seven seals
is a historic symbol of the reigning Christ. The three-rayed
nimbus is an ancient symbol of deity. (Revelation 5:9-12)
HIS RESURRECTION
Lilies traditionally represent the resurrection; the trumpet
heralds Christ’s certain and triumphal return. (1 Corinthians
15:54; Matthew 24:31; Luke 12:27)

HIS ATONEMENT
The crown of thorns and nails testify to Christ’s sacrificial
death on the cross. (Hebrews 2:17; John 19:2; 20:27)

HIS BAPTISM
The dove and tongues of fire symbolically portray the Holy
Spirit. (Matthew 3:10; Acts 2:3)

HIS INCARNATION
The open Bible is the Word of God. The
double lighted candlesticks represent the
dual nature of Christ—his deity and his
humanity. (John 1:1-14)

CHRIST CHURCH VENTURA
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA

To all who are spiritually weary and seek rest; to all who mourn and long for
comfort; to all who struggle and desire hope; to all who sin and need a
Savior; to all who are strangers and yearn for home; to all who hunger and
thirst after righteousness; and to whoever will come; this church offers a
genuine welcome in the name of the risen Lord Jesus Christ.

WHAT IS OUR MESSAGE?

The great good news is that God has taken it upon Himself to do
something for us that we are powerless to do for ourselves. The
Gospel is simply this: sinners are forgiven and accepted by God
because of the work of Jesus Christ. Trust in Christ’s finished work is
not just the beginning of the Christian life, but the means and end
as well. The Gospel is what must be applied more and more deeply
in order to live as a Christian. The power of the Gospel is not merely
about forgiveness and improvement, but renewal and wholeness.

WHAT DO WE BELIEVE?
We embrace the historic Christian faith — believing the timeless
truths held in common by the church in all ages and places. We
wholeheartedly affirm the classic doctrines defined by the Apostles’,
Nicene, and Athanasian Creeds.

• The Trinity —

A GOSPEL-SHAPED MINISTRY

• The Gospel changes people — Through the continual application of the
Gospel we become more like Christ.
• The Gospel produces joy —

Grace frees us from both condemnation
and self-righteousness to enjoy God fully.

• The Gospel defines community — In union with Christ, we become God’s
sons and daughters—His new people.
• The Gospel points outward —

Grace disengages approval seeking,
engenders authenticity, and curbs pride.

There is only one God eternally existing in
three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

• The Incarnation — The person Jesus Christ is the only Son of
God who is both fully God and fully human.
• The Atonement — Jesus died on a cross and was raised from
the dead in order to redeem us from our sins.
We also embrace the Reformed Christian faith — believing the
biblical teachings that were restated during the Protestant
Reformation. This great renewal of the church in the 16th century
has given us a common heritage in the classic “solas”.
• Scripture Alone — The Bible is the one source of divine revelation and
the only completely reliable guide for faith and life.

• The Gospel informs attitudes — As Christians, we desire the peace and
wellbeing of our communities and cities.

• Christ Alone — Salvation is accomplished by the substitutionary
atonement of the historical and sinless Christ alone.

• The Gospel removes barriers — Reconciliation humbles us so that we
may become agents to reconcile others.

• Grace Alone — We are rescued from God’s anger, freed from sin’s
bondage and lifted to new life by His grace alone.

• The Gospel renews culture —

• Faith Alone —

Christ’s righteousness is imputed to us as the only
possible satisfaction of God’s justice by faith alone.

• God Alone —

The sole purpose of our creation and redemption
is to enjoy God’s presence and live for His glory.

•

All of life matters to God and we are
to pursue all vocations with excellence.

The Gospel builds momentum — Church planting is the result of and the
WHAT DO WE
BELIEVE?
means
to fulfilling the great commission

CHRIST CHURCH VENTURA IS A CONGREGATION
OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA
Alive by God’s grace, we aim to know, love, and follow Jesus through
historic worship, gospel renewal, genuine community, and global
partnership to the end that God’s people are gathered and Christ’s
Kingdom is extended throughout Ventura County and beyond.
CHURCH OFFICERS
Teaching Elder Roy R. Bennett (ojairoyb@gmail.com)
Ruling Elder David Sveiven (dsevend@yahoo.com)
Ruling Elder David Blank (cosmos.psa19@rocketmail.com)
Deacon Ernie Rivas (abodigital@mac.com)
CONTACT INFORMATION
PO Box 25 Ojai, CA 93024 (805) 452-3354 www.christchurchventura.org
WORSHIP LOCATION
Christ Church Ventura has resumed public worship services outside on
the back lawn on Sundays at 1:30pm (196 North Ashwood Avenue).
Bring your family, friends, lawn chairs, blankets, and play pens.
Christ Church Ventura will continue to stream services live on YouTube.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

NURSERY (Available for parents with young children)
MEN’S STUDY GROUP — The Book of Job, (Contact David Blank)
WOMEN’S STUDY GROUP — Westminster Shorter Catechism (Online)
(Contact Rebecca Durant)
WOMEN’S PRAYER GROUP — Meets online (Contact Karen Rivas)
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Order for the Celebration and Worship of God
Christ the King Sunday: November 21, 2021 1:30pm
* Congregation standing
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE (Lyrics on page 2)

“How Majestic Is Thy Name”

Keith Green © 1982

CALL TO WORSHIP
Psalm 95:1-7 (ESV)
1
Oh come, let us sing to the Lord;
let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!
2
Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving;
let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise!
3
For the Lord is a great God, and a great King above all gods.
4
In his hand are the depths of the earth;
the heights of the mountains are his also.
5
The sea is his, for he made it, and his hands formed the dry land.
6
Oh come, let us worship and bow down;
let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker!
7
For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture,
and the sheep of his hand.
INVITIATORY
Minister:
Lord, open our lips.
People:
And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Unison:
For though you were angry, you turned your wrath
away to redeem us through your righteous Son.
Minister:
Give thanks to the Lord, for He is our strength and our
song, and he has become our salvation.
People:
Sing praise to the LORD, for he has done gloriously!
* HYMN OF PRAISE (Lyrics on page 3)

“O Worship the King”

Hallal Music @ 2011

HOW MAJESTIC IS THY NAME
Oh Lord, our Lord, how majestic is thy name in all the earth.
Oh Lord, our Lord, how majestic is thy name in all the earth.
Thou has displayed thy splendor above the heavens
Thou has established strength from mouths of infants
To show all thine enemies
Oh Lord, our Lord, how majestic is thy name in all the earth.
Oh Lord, our Lord, how majestic is thy name in all the earth
For when I consider the heavens the work of thy fingers
The moon and the stars which thou hast appointed
What is man, that thou dost take thought of him
And the son of man, that thou doest care for him
Hallelujah Lord our Lord, oh how I love you
Hallelujah Lord our Lord, oh how I love you

* PRAYER OF COMMITMENT
Unison:
Gracious God, you have made us one with all your
people in heaven and earth. We recall your mighty acts in
holy history. We have seen your power in sending light to
conquer darkness, water to give us life, and the bread of
heaven to nourish us in love. Send us with your salvation
and joy into all the world, in the name of Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.
* BENEDICTION
Numbers 6:24-26 (ESV)
Minister:
“The LORD bless you and keep you;
The LORD make his face to shine upon you
and be gracious to you;
The LORD lift up the light of his countenance
and give you peace.”
Minister:
People:

Go in peace to love and serve the risen Lord Jesus.
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE

“Be Thou My Vision”
Van Morrison © 1991

You've made man a little lower than all of the angels
And crowned him with glory to rule over your creation
And under his feet, you’ve put all the beasts of the field
The birds of the heavens and what passes through the sea
The birds of the heavens and what passes through the sea
Hallelujah Lord our Lord, oh how I love you
Hallelujah Lord our Lord, oh how I love you
Hallelujah Lord our Lord, oh how I love you
Hallelujah Lord our Lord, oh how I love you
2
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POOR SINNER DEJECTED WITH FEAR
Poor sinner, dejected with fear
Unbosom thy mind to the lamb
No wrath on his brow he does wear
Nor will he poor mourners condemn
His arm of omnipotent grace
Is able and willing to save
A sweet and a permanent peace
He’ll freely and faithfully give
Come just as thou art, with thy woe
Fall down at the feet of the lamb
He will not, he cannot say, go
But surely will take out thy stain
A fountain is opened for sin
And thousands its virtues have proved
He’ll take thee, and plunge thee therein
And wash thee from filth in his blood.
The soul that on Jesus relies
He’ll never, no never deceive
He freely and faithfully gives
More blessings than we can conceive
Yea, down to old age he will keep
Nor will he forsake us at last
He knows and is known by his sheep
They’re his, and he will hold them fast
14

O WORSHIP THE KING
Oh worship the king all glorious above
And gratefully sing his wonderful love
Our shield and defender, the ancient of days
Pavilioned in splendor, and girded with praise
Thy bountiful care, what tongue can recite
It breathes in the air, it shines in the light
It streams from the hills, it descends to the plain
And sweetly distills in the dew and the rain
Frail children of dust and feeble as frail
In thee do we trust nor find thee to fail
Thy mercies how tender, how firm to the end
Our maker, defender, redeemer, and friend
Oh tell of his might, oh sing of his grace
Whose robe is the light, whose canopy space
His chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form
And dark is his path on the wings of the storm
Hosanna, Hosanna! Forever we′ll worship the King
Hosanna, Hosanna! Forever we′ll worship the King
Oh measureless might, incomparable love
The angels delight to sing from above
Let all of creation delight in your ways
With deep adoration all sing to your praise
Hosanna,
Hosanna,
Hosanna,
Hosanna,

Hosanna!
Hosanna!
Hosanna!
Hosanna!

Forever
Forever
Forever
Forever
3

we′ll
we′ll
we′ll
we′ll

worship
worship
worship
worship

the
the
the
the

King
King
King
King

* PRAYER OF ADORATION
Unison:
Almighty and everlasting God, it is your will to
restore all things in your well-beloved Son, the King of kings
and Lord of lords. Mercifully grant that the peoples of the
earth, divided and enslaved by sin, may be freed and
brought together under his most gracious rule, he who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.
* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Westminster Larger Catechism 41-45
Minister:
Why was our Mediator called Jesus?
People:
Our Mediator was called Jesus, because he saves
his people from their sins.
Minister:
People:

Minister:
People:

Minister:
People:

Why was our Mediator called Christ?
Our Mediator was called Christ, because he was
anointed with the Holy Ghost above measure; and
so set apart, and fully furnished with all authority
and ability, to execute the offices of prophet, priest,
and king of his church, in the estate both of his
humiliation and exaltation.
How does Christ execute the office of a prophet?
Christ executes the office of a prophet, in his revealing
to the church, in all ages, by his Spirit and Word,
in divers ways of administration, the whole will of
God, in all things concerning their edification and
salvation.
How does Christ execute the office of a priest?
Christ executes the office of a priest, in his once
offering himself a sacrifice without spot to God,
to be a reconciliation for the sins of his people;
and in making continual intercession for them.
4

ONE BREAD, ONE BODY
One bread, one body, one Lord of all
One cup of blessing which we bless
And we though many throughout the earth
We are one body in this one Lord
Gentile or Jew, servant or free, woman or man no more
One bread, one body, one Lord of all
One cup of blessing which we bless
And we though many throughout the earth
We are one body in this one Lord
Many the gifts, many the works, one in the Lord of all
One bread, one body, one Lord of all
One cup of blessing which we bless
And we though many throughout the earth
We are one body in this one Lord
Grain for the fields, scattered and grown, gathered to one for all
One bread, one body, one Lord of all
One cup of blessing which we bless
And we though many throughout the earth
We are one body in this one Lord
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AGNUS DEI
John 1:29
Minister:
“Jesus is God’s Lamb, who takes away the world’s sin!”
People:
Have mercy on us, O Lord and grant us your peace.

Minister:
People:

THE LORD'S SUPPER
Minister:
Christ our Passover, sacrificed for us.
People:
Therefore, let us keep the feast!
Minister:
The gifts of God for the people of God.
People:
Thanks be to the Lord!
COMMUNION MUSIC
“One Bread, One Body”

(Music on page 13)

How does Christ execute the office of a king?
Christ executes the office of a king, in calling out
of the world a people to himself, and giving them
officers, laws, and censures, by which he visibly
governs them; in bestowing saving grace upon his
elect, rewarding their obedience, and correcting
them for their sins, preserving and supporting
them under all their temptations and sufferings,
restraining and overcoming all their enemies, and
powerfully ordering all things for his own glory, and
their good; and also in taking vengeance on the
rest, who know not God, and obey not the gospel.

Mayda Belen © 2020
(Music on page 14)

“Poor Sinner Dejected with Fear”

Indelible Grace © 2001

❉ Regarding participation the Lord’s Supper
● Those who have publicly professed faith in Jesus Christ, have
been baptized, and are committed to a Gospel proclaiming
church, are welcome to celebrate in the Lord’s Supper with us.
If these particular facts do not describe you, we respectfully
ask you to refrain from participating in the sacrament.
● Please come forward to receive the sacrament at the table.
You are encouraged to repent, rest, and rejoice in the finished
work of Christ as the Lord’s Supper is observed.
The consecrated bread and wine are served in separate cups.
After you have partaken, please dispose of empty cups in the
white collection containers at the table.

GOSPEL LESSON

Matthew 21:12-17 (ESV)

21:12 And Jesus entered the temple and drove out all who sold and
bought in the temple, and he overturned the tables of the moneychangers and the seats of those who sold pigeons. 13 He said to
them, “It is written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer,’
but you make it a den of robbers.”
14 And the blind and the lame came to him in the temple, and he
healed them. 15 But when the chief priests and the scribes saw the
wonderful things that he did, and the children crying out in the
temple, “Hosanna to the Son of David!” they were indignant, 16 and
they said to him, “Do you hear what these are saying?” And Jesus
said to them, “Yes; have you never read, “‘Out of the mouth of
infants and nursing babies you have prepared praise’?” 17 And
leaving them, he went out of the city to Bethany and lodged there.
Minister:
People:

The Word of our Lord Jesus Christ!
Thanks be to the Lord!

A LITANY OF THANKSGIVING
(The congregation is encouraged to participate both verbally and in silence.)
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Unison:
Our Great God and Father, we come into your
presence seeking to worship you in the beauty of holiness.
You are eternal in the heavens, which cannot contain you,
much less the walls of temples made with hands. Graciously
make yourself known to us, receive our thanks, hear our
heartfelt praise, and accept the work of our hands for your
honor and glory.
Minister:
People:
Minister:
People:
Minister:
People:
Minister:
People:
Minister:
People:
Minister:
People:
Minister:
People:

For the Church of Jesus Christ in all the earth from
every tribal, tongue, people, and nation.
We thank you, Lord.
For your presence whenever two or three are gathered
together in the name of your son.
We thank you, Lord.
For the provision of this place where we may be still
and know that you are our God and Father.
We thank you, Lord.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Minister:
The Lord be with you!
People:
And also with you!
Minister:
Lift up your hearts!
People:
We lift them up to the Lord!
Minister:
Let us give thanks to the Lord!
People:
It is good and right so to do.
Minister:
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, that we should
always give you thanks, O Lord; therefore, with the
angels, we exalt and magnify your glorious name,
evermore praising you.
THE SANCTUS
Isaiah 6:3; Psalm 118:26
Minister:
“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts;
the whole earth is full of his glory!”
People:
“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!
We bless you from the house of the Lord.”
PRAYER OF CONSECRATION

For making us your children by adoption and refreshing
us each day by your mercy and grace.
We thank you, Lord.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
1 Corinthians 11:23-26
Minister:
Therefore, we proclaim the faith!
Unison:
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.

For the knowledge of your love and goodness and the
desire to seek and perform your will.
We thank you, Lord.

PRAYER OF APPROACH
Unison:
We do not presume to come to this your table, O
merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but in your
great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up
the crumbs under your table. But you are the same Lord,
whose nature is always to have mercy; grant us therefore,
gracious Lord, that we may so partake of this bread and wine
that our sinful bodies may be made clean by Christ’s body,
and our souls washed through his most precious blood, and
that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.

For relieving our fears, hearing our prayers, and fulfilling
our petitions as you see best for us.
We thank you, Lord.
For the pardon of our sins and the renewal of our
fellowship with you and your people.
We thank you, Lord.
6

11

PASTORAL PRAYER

Minister:

OFFERTORY
* DOXOLOGY

“Divine Mysterium”

Kim Robertson © 1987

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him all creatures here below;
Praise Him above ye heavenly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

People:
Minister:
People:
Minister:

For meeting our needs, blessing our vows, and crowning
our years with goodness.
We thank you, Lord.
For the faith, endurance, sacrifice, and encouragement
of those who have gone before us.
We thank you, Lord.
For everything in heaven and on earth is yours, O Lord
and you are exalted as head over all. Amen.
We thank you, Lord.

* PRAYER OF DEDICATION

People:

CONFESSION OF SIN
Unison:
O God, our Master and King, we are imperfect
subjects of your realm and stumble in unbelief and fear. We
so easily forget the scope of your love displayed for us in
Jesus Christ. Teach us to know that grace precedes,
accompanies, and follows our salvation. Help us to
remember the great privileges of our redemption in him.
Without him we are strangers and outcasts, in him children
and friends. Without him our lips are sealed in guilt and
shame, in him there is confidence and praise. Without him
our horizon is dark and foreboding, in him the expectation
of light, knowledge, and glory.

* HYMN OF JOY

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Isaiah 43:1-3 (ESV)
Minister:
“But now, this is what the Lord says—he who created
you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: ‘Fear not, for I have
redeemed you; I have summoned you by name; you are mine.
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and when
you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When
you walk through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will
not set you ablaze. For I am the Lord, your God, the Holy One of
Israel, your Savior.’”
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* PSALTER LESSON
1

2

3

5

6

7
8

9
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“Hail to the Lord’s Anointed”

Indelible Grace © 2012

Psalm 8:1-9 (ESV)

O Lord, our Lord,
how majestic is your name in all the earth!
You have set your glory above the heavens.
Out of the mouth of babies and infants,
you have established strength because of your foes,
to still the enemy and the avenger.
When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers,
the moon and the stars, which you have set in place,
what is man that you are mindful of him,
and the son of man that you care for him?
Yet you have made him a little lower than the heavenly beings
and crowned him with glory and honor.
You give him dominion over the works of your hands;
you have put all things under his feet,
all sheep and oxen, and also the beasts of the field,
the birds of the heavens, and the fish of the sea,
whatever passes along the paths of the seas.
O Lord, our Lord,
how majestic is your name in all the earth!

HAIL TO THE LORD’S ANOINTED
Chorus:

Hail to the Lord’s anointed, great David’s greater son
Hail in the time appointed, his reign on earth begun

He comes to break oppression, to set the captive free
To take away transgression, and rule in equity
Chorus:

Minister:
People:

The Word of the Lord!
Thanks be to God!

* PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
SERMON

Reverend Roy R. Bennett
“What Is Man?”

Hail to the Lord’s anointed, great David’s greater son
Hail in the time appointed, his reign on earth begun

He comes in succor speedy to those who suffer wrong
To help the poor and needy, and bid the weak be strong
Chorus:

Hail to the Lord’s anointed, great David’s greater son
Hail in the time appointed, his reign on earth begun

To give them songs for sighing, their darkness turn to light
Whose souls, condemned and dying, are precious in His sight
Chorus:

Hail to the Lord’s anointed, great David’s greater son
Hail in the time appointed, his reign on earth begun

He shall come down like showers upon the fruitful earth
Love, joy, and hope, like flowers, spring in his path to birth
Chorus:

Hail to the Lord’s anointed, great David’s greater son
Hail in the time appointed, his reign on earth begun

The tide of time shall never his covenant remove
His name shall stand forever, that name to us is love
Chorus:

Hail to the Lord’s anointed, great David’s greater son
Hail in the time appointed, his reign on earth begun
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