The Celtic Cross is an ancient Christian symbol. The cross proper
recalls the death of Christ for the sins of his people, while the circle is a
historic symbol of God’s eternal nature. Jesus’ name is at the center,
depicted by the Greek letters “Ιης” and is surrounded by the vine and
branches, representing our relationship to Him. At the bottom,
CHRISTUS VICTOR, “Christ is Victorious,” testifies to his triumph over
sin and death on the cross. This Celtic cross is used by permission of
Saint Paul’s Presbyterian Church in Orlando, Florida. Each of the five
panels represents a significant event in Christ’s life.

Exalting Christ through Worship,
Renewal, Community, and Partnership

HIS REIGN
The wounded lamb as Christ reclining on the book of seven seals
is a historic symbol of the reigning Christ. The three-rayed
nimbus is an ancient symbol of deity. (Revelation 5:9-12)
HIS RESURRECTION
Lilies traditionally represent the resurrection; the trumpet
heralds Christ’s certain and triumphal return. (1 Corinthians
15:54; Matthew 24:31; Luke 12:27)

HIS ATONEMENT
The crown of thorns and nails testify to Christ’s sacrificial
death on the cross. (Hebrews 2:17; John 19:2; 20:27)

HIS BAPTISM
The dove and tongues of fire symbolically portray the Holy
Spirit. (Matthew 3:10; Acts 2:3)

HIS INCARNATION
The open Bible is the Word of God. The
double lighted candlesticks represent the
dual nature of Christ—his deity and his
humanity. (John 1:1-14)

CHRIST CHURCH VENTURA
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA

To all who are spiritually weary and seek rest; to all who mourn and long for
comfort; to all who struggle and desire hope; to all who sin and need a
Savior; to all who are strangers and yearn for home; to all who hunger and
thirst after righteousness; and to whoever will come; this church offers a
genuine welcome in the name of the risen Lord Jesus Christ.

WHAT IS OUR MESSAGE?

The great good news is that God has taken it upon Himself to do
something for us that we are powerless to do for ourselves. The
Gospel is simply this: sinners are forgiven and accepted by God
because of the work of Jesus Christ. Trust in Christ’s finished work is
not just the beginning of the Christian life, but the means and end
as well. The Gospel is what must be applied more and more deeply
in order to live as a Christian. The power of the Gospel is not merely
about forgiveness and improvement, but renewal and wholeness.
A GOSPEL-SHAPED MINISTRY

• The Gospel changes people — Through the continual application of the
Gospel we become more like Christ.
• The Gospel produces joy —

Grace frees us from both condemnation
and self-righteousness to enjoy God fully.

• The Gospel defines community — In union with Christ, we become God’s
sons and daughters—His new people.
• The Gospel points outward —

Grace disengages approval seeking,
engenders authenticity, and curbs pride.

WHAT DO WE BELIEVE?
We embrace the historic Christian faith — believing the timeless
truths held in common by the church in all ages and places. We
wholeheartedly affirm the classic doctrines defined by the Apostles’,
Nicene, and Athanasian Creeds.
• The Trinity —

There is only one God eternally existing in
three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

• The Incarnation — The person Jesus Christ is the only Son of
God who is both fully God and fully human.
• The Atonement — Jesus died on a cross and was raised from
the dead in order to redeem us from our sins.
We also embrace the Reformed Christian faith — believing the
biblical teachings that were restated during the Protestant
Reformation. This great renewal of the church in the 16th century
has given us a common heritage in the classic “solas”.
• Scripture Alone — The Bible is the one source of divine revelation and
the only completely reliable guide for faith and life.

• The Gospel informs attitudes — As Christians, we desire the peace and
wellbeing of our communities and cities.

• Christ Alone — Salvation is accomplished by the substitutionary
atonement of the historical and sinless Christ alone.

• The Gospel removes barriers — Reconciliation humbles us so that we
may become agents to reconcile others.

• Grace Alone — We are rescued from God’s anger, freed from sin’s
bondage and lifted to new life by His grace alone.

• The Gospel renews culture —

• Faith Alone —

Christ’s righteousness is imputed to us as the only
possible satisfaction of God’s justice by faith alone.

• God Alone —

The sole purpose of our creation and redemption
is to enjoy God’s presence and live for His glory.

•

All of life matters to God and we are
to pursue all vocations with excellence.

The Gospel builds momentum — Church planting is the result of and the
WHAT DO WE
BELIEVE?
means
to fulfilling the great commission

CHRIST CHURCH VENTURA IS A CONGREGATION
OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA
Alive by God’s grace, we aim to know, love, and follow Jesus
through historic worship, gospel renewal, genuine community, and
global partnership to the end that God’s people are gathered and
Christ’s Kingdom is extended throughout Ventura County and beyond.
CHURCH OFFICERS
Teaching Elder, Roy R. Bennett (ojairoyb@gmail.com)
Interim Pastor, Johnathan B. Keenan (johnathan.keenan@ruf.com)
Ruling Elder, David Blank (cosmos.psa19@rocketmail.com)
Ruling Elder, Brad Durant (braddurant@verizon.net)
Deacon, Ernie Rivas (abodigital@mac.com)
Deacon, David Logan (sharkseven@gmail.com)
CONTACT INFORMATION
Office Manager, Martha Etchart (venturachristchurch@gmail.com)
PO Box 3572 Ventura, CA. 93006 (805) 804-3378
www.christchurchventura.org
WORSHIP LOCATION
Christ Church Ventura meets in person for public worship
On Sundays at 1:30pm (196 North Ashwood Avenue)
Christ Church Ventura also livestreams worship services on YouTube
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Children’s Education (ages 2-18) — Class dismissed indefinitely
Men’s Study Group — Online class (Contact David Blank)
Women’s Study Group — Online class (Contact Rebecca Durant)
All Music reproduction is by permission CCLI# 2200400
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Order for the Celebration and Worship of God
Fourth Sunday of Lent; March 27, 2022 1:30pm
* Congregation standing
INGATHERING MUSIC
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE (Music on Page 2)

“Love of God”

Mercy Me © 2002

CALL TO WORSHIP
Psalm 34:1-4 ESV)
Minister:
“I will bless the Lord at all times; his praise shall continually
be in my mouth. My soul makes its boast in the Lord; let the humble
hear and be glad. Oh, magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt his
name together! I sought the Lord, and he answered me and delivered
me from all my fears.
INVITIATORY
Minister:
The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and saves those
crushed in spirit.
People:
The angel of the Lord camps around those who fear
him, and he delivers them.
Minister:
The Lord redeems his servants; no one will be condemned
who takes refuge in him.
People:
Come let us adore Him!
* HYMN OF PRAISE (Music on page 3)

“Jesus, Lover of My Soul”

Fernando Ortega © 2005

* PRAYER OF ADORATION
Unison:
Gracious Father, your blessed Son Jesus Christ
came down from heaven to be the true bread which gives
life to the world. Evermore give us this bread that he may
live in us and we in him, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

LOVE OF GOD

THE REALITY OF FALSE TEACHING

The love of God, is greater far

Following the true teaching of the Lord Jesus Christ is central to
what it means to be a Christian. The Great Commission (Matt.
28:18–20), perhaps the most well-known passage on the purpose
of the church, has at its core this concept: “Go therefore and make
disciples of all nations . . . teaching them to observe all that I have
commanded you.” As a result, the church has always made great
efforts to teach the Bible. But efforts do not always bring about
results. Interaction with culture, difficult passages in the Bible, and
the power of sin to affect the mind have contributed to the
formulation and dissemination of false or incorrect teaching.
Churches and individual believers make a serious mistake if they
think to themselves, “It can’t happen here.” Thinking we are
immune to error places us in a very dangerous position. It is
exactly what the enemy wants—for us to be asleep and unaware of
his efforts to attack believers through false teaching.

Than tongue or pen, can ever tell
It goes beyond, the highest star
And reaches to the lowest hell
The guilty pair, bowed down with care
God gave His Son to win
His erring child, he reconciled
And pardoned from his sin
Could we with ink the ocean fill
And were the skies of parchment made
Were every stalk on earth a quill
And every man a scribe by trade
To write the love of God above
Would drain the ocean dry
Nor could the scroll contain the whole
Though stretched from sky to sky
Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah
O love of God, how rich and pure
How measureless and strong
It shall forevermore endure
The saints' and angels' song
2

False teaching is a real threat to the church. False teaching is not a
threat only in certain circumstances, or only in churches with
certain governmental structures, or only in certain places and
cultures in the world. We must recognize it as a threat because the
Bible continually warns us that it is a threat. Jesus warns us that
false teachers will come from outside the community of believers,
trying to hide their true intentions (Matt. 7:15–20). Peter tells us
that false teachers can also arise from within the community of
believers, bringing doctrine that is destructive and poisonous (2
Peter 2:1). The Apostle Paul continually warned the churches that
he served that if false teachers in their midst were left unchecked,
the results would be disastrous (Gal. 1:6–9; 2 Cor. 11:1–21; 1 Tim.
6:3–5). Simply put, false teaching is not just a problem for other
people and churches out there; it is a problem about which all
believers must be vigilant and against which they must be on guard.
—Fred Greco— Tabletalk (April 2018)
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* PRAYER OF COMMITMENT
Unison:
Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, you have
graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our
Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the sacrament of his body and blood. We give you thanks
and rejoice in the gospel of our salvation. Send us now into
the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to
love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
* BENEDICTION
Minister:
“Now to him who is able to
and to present you blameless before the
great joy, to the only God, our Savior,
Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and
and now and forever. Amen.”
Minister:
People:
POSTLUDE

Jude 24-25 (ESV)
keep you from stumbling
presence of his glory with
through Jesus Christ our
authority, before all time

Go in peace to love and serve the risen Lord Jesus.
Thanks be to God!
“Redeemed! How I Love to Proclaim It”

Buddy Greene © 2004
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JESUS, LOVER OF MY SOUL
Jesus, lover of my soul
Let me to thy bosom fly
While the nearer waters roll
While the tempest still is high
Hide me, oh my Savior, hide
Till the storm of life is past
Safe into the haven guide
Oh receive my soul at last
Other refuge have I none
Hangs my helpless soul on thee
Leave, ah! Leave me not alone
Still support and comfort me
All my trust on thee is stayed
All my help from thee I bring
Cover my defenseless head
With the shadow of thy wing
Thou, oh Christ art all I want
More than all in thee I find
Raise the fallen, cheer the faint
Heal the sick and lead the blind
Just and holy is thy name
I am all unrighteousness
False and full of sin I am
Thou art full of truth and grace
Plenteous grace with thee is found
Grace to cover all my sin
Let the healing streams abound
Make and keep me pure within
Thou of life the fountain art
Freely let me take of thee
Spring thou up within my heart
Rise to all eternity

* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
Minister:
People:

Minister:
People:

Minister:
People:

Minister:
People:

Heidelberg Catechism #108-111

What is God’s will for us in the seventh commandment?
God condemns all unchastity. We should
therefore thoroughly detest it and, married or
single, live decent and chaste lives.

GIFT OF FINEST WHEAT
Chorus

With gift of finest wheat
Come give to us, O saving Lord

Does God, in this commandment, forbid only such
scandalous sins as adultery?
We are temples of the Holy Spirit, body and soul,
and God wants both to be kept clean and holy.
That is why he forbids everything which incites
unchastity, whether it be actions, looks, talk,
thoughts, or desires.
What does God forbid in the eighth commandment?
He forbids not only outright theft and robbery,
punishable by law, but in God’s sight theft also
includes cheating and swindling our neighbor by
schemes made to appear legitimate, such as:
inaccurate measurements of weight, size, or
volume; fraudulent merchandizing; counterfeit
money; excessive interest; or any other means
forbidden by God.
What does God require of you in this commandment?
That I do whatever I can for my neighbor’s good,
that I treat others as I would like them to treat
me, and that I work faithfully so that I may share
with those in need.

You satisfy the hungry heart

The bread of life to eat

As when the shepherd calls his sheep
They know and heed his voice
So when you call your family, Lord
We follow and rejoice
Chorus
With joyful lips, we sing to you
Our praise and gratitude
That you should count us worthy, Lord
To share this heavenly food
Chorus 2X
Is not the cup we bless and share
The blood of Christ outpoured
Does not one cup, one loaf declare
Our oneness in the Lord
Chorus 2X

4
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I HEARD THE VOICE OF JESUS SAY
I heard the voice of Jesus say
Come unto me and rest
Lay down, O weary one lay down
Your head upon my breast
I came to Jesus as I was
So weary, worn and sad
I found in him my resting place
And he has made me glad
I heard the voice of Jesus say
Behold I freely give
The living water, thirsty one
Stoop down and drink and live
I came to Jesus and I drank
From that life-giving stream
My thirst was quenched, my soul revived
And now I live in Him

* NEW TESTAMENT LESSON

Titus 3:1-11 (ESV)

3:1 Remind them to be submissive to rulers and authorities, to be
obedient, to be ready for every good work, 2 to speak evil of no one,
to avoid quarreling, to be gentle, and to show perfect courtesy toward
all people. 3 For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led
astray, slaves to various passions and pleasures, passing our days in
malice and envy, hated by others and hating one another. 4 But when
the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, 5 he
saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but
according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and
renewal of the Holy Spirit, 6 whom he poured out on us richly through
Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that being justified by his grace we might
become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 8 The saying is
trustworthy, and I want you to insist on these things, so that those
who have believed in God may be careful to devote themselves to
good works. These things are excellent and profitable for people. 9 But
avoid foolish controversies, genealogies, dissensions, and quarrels
about the law, for they are unprofitable and worthless. 10 As for a
person who stirs up division, after warning him once and then twice,
have nothing more to do with him, 11 knowing that such a person is
warped and sinful; he is self-condemned.
LENTON PRAYERS

(The congregation is encouraged to participate both verbally and in silence.)

I heard the voice of Jesus say
I am this dark world’s light
Look unto me, thy morn shall rise
And all thy days be bright
I looked to Jesus, and I found
In him my star, my sun
And in that light of life I’ll walk
Til pilgrim days are done.
12

Unison:
Eternal God, your kingdom has broken into our
troubled world through the life, death, and resurrection of
your Son. Help us to hear your Word and obey it that we
may become instruments of your saving love, through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Minister:
People:

Inspire us to share freely with others what we have received.
Lord, hear our prayers.
5

Minister:
People:

Comfort those caught in the storms of grief, conflict, and loss.
Lord, hear our prayers.

Minister:
People:

Help us to make judgments that are pleasing in your sight.
Lord, hear our prayers.

Minister:
People:

Teach us to heed your warnings and turn to you for life.
Lord, hear our prayers.

Minister:
People:

Lead us to help and support those who suffer for your sake.
Lord, hear our prayers.

Minister:
People:

Cause us to be diligent yet recognize our dependence on you.
Lord, hear our prayers.

Minister:
People:

Give us confidence in your power to forgive and set us free.
Lord, hear our prayers.

Minister:
People:

Move us to act with compassion and service to others.
Lord, hear our prayers.

Minister:
People:

Bring healing to those whom we name in your presence.
Lord, hear our prayers.

PRAYER OF THE SAINTS
Unison:
Lord, make me an instrument of thy peace.
Where there is hatred, let me sow love. Where there is
injury, pardon. Where there is doubt, faith. Where there is
despair, hope. Where there is darkness, light, and where
there is sadness, joy. O Divine Master, grant that I may not
so much seek to be consoled as to console, to be understood,
as to understand, to be loved as to love. For it is in giving
that we receive, it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, and
it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.
* HYMN OF TRUST (Page 7) “Thou Lovely Source of True Delight”

Indelible Grace © 2008
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PRAYER OF APPROACH
Unison:
We do not presume to come to this your table, O
merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but in your
great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up
the crumbs under your table. But you are the same Lord,
whose nature is always to have mercy; grant us therefore,
gracious Lord, that we may so partake of this bread and wine
that our sinful bodies may be made clean by Christ’s body,
and our souls washed through his most precious blood, and
that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.
AGNUS DEI
John 1:29
Minister:
“Jesus is God’s Lamb, who takes away the world’s sin!”
People:
Have mercy on us, O Lord and grant us your peace.
THE LORD'S SUPPER
Minister:
Christ our Passover, sacrificed for us.
People:
Therefore, let us keep the feast!
Minister:
The gifts of God for the people of God.
People:
Thanks be to the Lord!
Regarding participation in the Lord’s Supper
● Please come forward to receive the sacrament at the table.
You are encouraged to repent, rest, and rejoice in the finished
work of Christ as the Lord’s Supper is observed.
The consecrated bread and wine are served in separate cups.
After you have partaken, please dispose of empty cups in the
white collection containers at the table
COMMUNION MUSIC
“I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say”
Indelible Grace © 1980

(Lyrics on Page 12)

(Lyrics on Page 13)

“Gift of Finest Wheat”
John Micheal Talbot © 1980
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Minister:
The Lord be with you!
People:
And also with you!
Minister:
Lift up your hearts!
People:
We lift them up to the Lord!
Minister:
Let us give thanks to the Lord!
People:
It is good and right so to do.
Minister:
It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks
and praise, O God our Creator and redeemer. In your wisdom, you
made all things and sustain them by your power. You are holy, O Lord
of majesty, and blessed is Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. He took
upon himself the weight of our sin and carried the burden of our guilt.
He shared our life in every way, and through tempted, was sinless to
the end. Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with the
angelic host and all the faithful of every time and place.
THE SANCTUS
Isaiah 6:3; Psalm 118:26 (ESV)
Minister:
“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts;
the whole earth is full of his glory!”
People:
“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!
We bless you from the house of the Lord.”
PRAYER OF CONSECRATION
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
1 Corinthians 11:23-26
Minister:
Therefore, we proclaim the faith!
Unison:
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.
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THOU LOVELY SOURCE OF TRUE DELIGHT
Thou lovely source of true delight
Whom I unseen adore
Unveil Thy beauties to my sight
That I might love Thee more
Oh that I might love Thee more
Thy glory o'er creation shines
But in thy sacred word
I read in fairer, brighter lines
My bleeding, dying Lord
See my bleeding, dying Lord
'Tis here, whene'er my comforts droop
And sin and sorrow rise
Thy love with cheering beams of hope
My fainting heart supplies
Oh, my fainting heart's supplied
But ah, too soon the pleasing scene
Is clouded o'er with pain
My gloomy fears rise dark between
And I again complain
Oh and I again complain
Jesus, my Lord, my life, my light
Oh come with blissful ray
Break radiant through the shades of night
And chase my fears away
Won't you chase my fears away
Then shall my soul with rapture trace
The wonders of thy love
But the full glories of thy face
Are only known above
They are only known above

* GOSPEL LESSON

John 13:1-17 (ESV)

13:1 Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that
his hour had come to depart out of this world to the Father, having
loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end.
2 During supper, when the devil had already put it into the heart of
Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray him, 3 Jesus, knowing that
the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had
come from God and was going back to God, 4 rose from supper. He
laid aside his outer garments, and taking a towel, tied it around his
waist. 5 Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the
disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was wrapped
around him. 6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, do
you wash my feet?” 7 Jesus answered him, “What I am doing you
do not understand now, but afterward you will understand.” 8 Peter
said to him, “You shall never wash my feet.” Jesus answered him,
“If I do not wash you, you have no share with me.” 9 Simon Peter
said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my
head!” 10 Jesus said to him, “The one who has bathed does not
need to wash, except for his feet, but is completely clean. And you
are clean, but not every one of you.” 11 For he knew who was to
betray him; that was why he said, “Not all of you are clean.”
12 When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments
and resumed his place, he said to them, “Do you understand what
I have done to you? 13 You call me Teacher and Lord, and you are
right, for so I am. 14 If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed
your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. 15 For I have
given you an example, that you also should do just as I have done
to you. 16 Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his
master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him.
17 If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them.
Minister:
People:

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ!
Thanks be to the Lord!

* PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SERMON

Reverend Johnathan B. Keenan
“The Beauty of God’s Love”

PASTORAL PRAYER
OFFERTORY
* DOXOLOGY

“What Can I Do for You?”

Bob Dylan © 1980

Praise
Praise
Praise
Praise

God from whom all blessings flow
Him all creatures here below
Him above ye heavenly host
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

* PRAYER OF DEDICATION
TABLE ADMINISTRATION
• Believers who have publicly professed faith in Jesus Christ, have been
baptized, and are members in good standing of an Evangelical church, are
welcome to celebrate in the Lord’s Supper with us. If these particular facts
do not describe you, we respectfully ask you to refrain from participating
in the sacrament.
CONFESSION OF SIN
Unison:
Gracious God, we confess that we have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors
as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For
the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and
forgive us; that we may delight in your will and walk in your
ways, to the glory of your name. Amen.
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Colossians 3:1-3 (ESV)
Minister:
"If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things
that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set
your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth.
For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.

