The Celtic Cross is an ancient Christian symbol. The cross proper
recalls the death of Christ for the sins of his people, while the circle is a
historic symbol of God’s eternal nature. Jesus’ name is at the center,
depicted by the Greek letters “Ιης” and is surrounded by the vine and
branches, representing our relationship to Him. At the bottom,
CHRISTUS VICTOR, “Christ is Victorious,” testifies to his triumph over
sin and death on the cross. This Celtic cross is used by permission of
Saint Paul’s Presbyterian Church in Orlando, Florida. Each of the five
panels represents a significant event in Christ’s life.

Exalting Christ through Worship,
Renewal, Community, and Partnership

HIS REIGN
The wounded lamb as Christ reclining on the book of seven seals
is a historic symbol of the reigning Christ. The three-rayed
nimbus is an ancient symbol of deity. (Revelation 5:9-12)
HIS RESURRECTION
Lilies traditionally represent the resurrection; the trumpet
heralds Christ’s certain and triumphal return. (1 Corinthians
15:54; Matthew 24:31; Luke 12:27)

HIS ATONEMENT
The crown of thorns and nails testify to Christ’s sacrificial
death on the cross. (Hebrews 2:17; John 19:2; 20:27)

HIS BAPTISM
The dove and tongues of fire symbolically portray the Holy
Spirit. (Matthew 3:10; Acts 2:3)

HIS INCARNATION
The open Bible is the Word of God. The
double lighted candlesticks represent the
dual nature of Christ—his deity and his
humanity. (John 1:1-14)

CHRIST CHURCH VENTURA
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA

To all who are spiritually weary and seek rest; to all who mourn and long for
comfort; to all who struggle and desire hope; to all who sin and need a
Savior; to all who are strangers and yearn for home; to all who hunger and
thirst after righteousness; and to whoever will come; this church offers a
genuine welcome in the name of the risen Lord Jesus Christ.

WHAT IS OUR MESSAGE?
The great good news is that God has taken it upon Himself to do
something for us that we are powerless to do for ourselves. The
Gospel is simply this: sinners are forgiven and accepted by God
because of the work of Jesus Christ. Trust in Christ’s finished work is
not just the beginning of the Christian life, but the means and end
as well. The Gospel is what must be applied more and more deeply
in order to live as a Christian. The power of the Gospel is not merely
about forgiveness and improvement, but renewal and wholeness.
A GOSPEL-SHAPED MINISTRY

• The Gospel changes people — Through the continual application of the
Gospel we become more like Christ.
• The Gospel produces joy —

Grace frees us from both condemnation
and self-righteousness to enjoy God fully.

• The Gospel defines community — In union with Christ, we become God’s
sons and daughters—His new people.
• The Gospel points outward —

Grace disengages approval seeking,
engenders authenticity, and curbs pride.

WHAT DO WE BELIEVE?
We embrace the historic Christian faith — believing the timeless
truths held in common by the church in all ages and places. We
wholeheartedly affirm the classic doctrines defined by the Apostles’,
Nicene, and Athanasian Creeds.
• The Trinity —

There is only one God eternally existing in
three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

• The Incarnation — The person Jesus Christ is the only Son of
God who is both fully God and fully human.
• The Atonement — Jesus died on a cross and was raised from
the dead in order to redeem us from our sins.
We also embrace the Reformed Christian faith — believing the
biblical teachings that were restated during the Protestant
Reformation. This great renewal of the church in the 16th century
has given us a common heritage in the classic “solas”.
• Scripture Alone — The Bible is the one source of divine revelation and
the only completely reliable guide for faith and life.

• The Gospel informs attitudes — As Christians, we desire the peace and
wellbeing of our communities and cities.

• Christ Alone — Salvation is accomplished by the substitutionary
atonement of the historical and sinless Christ alone.

• The Gospel removes barriers — Reconciliation humbles us so that we
may become agents to reconcile others.

• Grace Alone — We are rescued from God’s anger, freed from sin’s
bondage and lifted to new life by His grace alone.

• The Gospel renews culture —

• Faith Alone —

Christ’s righteousness is imputed to us as the only
possible satisfaction of God’s justice by faith alone.

• God Alone —

The sole purpose of our creation and redemption
is to enjoy God’s presence and live for His glory.

•

All of life matters to God and we are
to pursue all vocations with excellence.

The Gospel builds momentum — Church planting is the result of and the
WHAT DO WE
BELIEVE?
means
to fulfilling the great commission

CHRIST CHURCH VENTURA IS A CONGREGATION
OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA
Alive by God’s grace, we aim to know, love, and follow Jesus
through historic worship, gospel renewal, genuine community, and
global partnership to the end that God’s people are gathered and
Christ’s Kingdom is extended throughout Ventura County and beyond.
CHURCH OFFICERS
Teaching Elder, Roy R. Bennett (ojairoyb@gmail.com)
Interim Pastor, Johnathan B. Keenan (johnathan.keenan@ruf.com)
Ruling Elder, David Blank (cosmos.psa19@rocketmail.com)
Ruling Elder, Brad Durant (braddurant@verizon.net)
Deacon, Ernie Rivas (abodigital@mac.com)
Deacon, David Logan (sharkseven@gmail.com)
CONTACT INFORMATION
Office Manager, Martha Etchart (venturachristchurch@gmail.com)
PO Box 3572 Ventura, CA. 93006 (805) 804-3378
www.christchurchventura.org
WORSHIP LOCATION
Christ Church Ventura meets in person for public worship
On Sundays at 1:30pm (196 North Ashwood Avenue)
Christ Church Ventura also livestreams worship services on YouTube
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Children’s Education (ages 2-18) — Class dismissed indefinitely
Men’s Study Group — Online class (Contact David Blank)
Women’s Study Group — Online class (Contact Rebecca Durant)
All Music reproduction is by permission CCLI# 2200400

Order for the Celebration and Worship of God
Second Sunday of Easter; April 24, 2022 1:30pm
* Congregation standing
INGATHERING MUSIC
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE (Lyrics on Page 2)

“Rock of Ages”

Sovereign Gace Music © 2003

CALL TO WORSHIP
Psalm 145:8-9, 13-16 (ESV)
Minister:
The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and
abounding in steadfast love. The Lord is good to all, and his mercy is
over all that he has made. Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom,
and your dominion endures throughout all generations. The Lord is
faithful in all his words and kind in all his works. The Lord upholds all
who are falling and raises up all who are bowed down. The eyes of
all look to you, and you give them their food in due season. You
open your hand; you satisfy the desire of every living thing.
INVITIATORY
Minister:
Lord, open to us your grace and mercy.
People:
Open your hand to satisfy the longing of our souls.
Minister:
The Lord is righteous in all his ways and kind in all his works.
People:
The Lord is near to all who call upon him in truth.
Minister:
The Lord fulfills the desire of those who fear him.
People:
The Lord hears their cry and keeps all who love him.
Minister:
Let everything that has breath praise the Lord!
HYMN OF PRAISE (Lyrics on page 3)
“Holy God, We Praise Thy Name”
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Bob Bennett © 2020

1

ROCK OF AGES

HOPE IS BASIC TO THE CHRISTIAN OUTLOOK

Rock of Ages cleft for me
Let me hide myself in thee
Let the water and the blood
From thy wounded side which flowed
Be of sin the double cure
Save from wrath and make me pure

Living between the two comings of Christ, Christians are to look
backward and forward: back to the manger, the cross, and the empty
tomb, whereby salvation was won for them; forward to their meeting
with Christ beyond this world, their personal resurrection, and the joy
of being with their Savior in glory forever. New Testament devotion is
consistently oriented to this hope; Christ is “our hope” (1 Tim. 1:1)
and we serve “the God of hope” (Rom. 15:13). Faith itself is defined
as “being sure of what we hope for” (Heb. 11:1), and Christian
commitment is defined as having “fled to take hold of … this hope as
an anchor for the soul” (Heb. 6:18–19). When Jesus directed his
disciples to lay up treasure in heaven, because “where your treasure
is, there your heart will be also” (Matt. 6:21), he was saying in effect,
as Peter was later to say, “set your hope fully on the grace to be given
you when Jesus Christ is revealed” (1 Pet. 1:13).
An ethic of hope pervades the New Testament. It is an ethic of
pilgrimage: one should see oneself in this world as a stranger traveling
home (1 Pet. 2:11; Heb. 11:13). It is an ethic of purity: everyone who
really hopes to be like Jesus when he appears “purifies himself, just as
he is pure” (1 John 3:3). It is an ethic of preparedness: we should be
ready to leave this world for a closer relationship with Christ our Lord at
any time when the summons comes (2 Cor. 5:6–8; Phil. 1:21–24; cf.
Luke 12:15–21). It is an ethic of patience: “if we hope for what we do
not yet have, we wait for it patiently” (Rom. 8:25; cf. 5:1–5, where the
Greek word for “patience” is translated “perseverance” to bring out its
nuance of stubborn persistence in face of pressures). And it is an ethic
of power: the hope gives strength and confidence, energizing effort for
running the race, fighting the good fight, and enduring the “light and
momentary troubles” (2 Cor. 4:17) that still remain before we go home
(Rom. 8:18; 15:13; 2 Tim. 4:7–8).
Though the Christian life is regularly marked more by suffering
than by triumph (1 Cor. 4:8–13; 2 Cor. 4:7–18; Acts 14:22), our hope
is sure and our mood should be one of unquenchable confidence: we
are on the victory side.
J. I. Packer, Concise Theology

Not the labor of my hands
Could not meet thy law's demands;
Could my zeal no respite know
Could my tears forever flow
All for sin could not atone
Thou must save and thou alone
Nothing in my hands I bring
Simply to thy cross I cling
Naked come to thee for dress
Helpless, look to thee for grace
To thy fountain Lord I fly
Wash me Savior or I die
While I draw this fleeting breath
When my eyes shall close in death
When I soar to worlds unknown
See thee on thy judgment throne
Rock of Ages cleft for me
Let me hide myself in thee
2

* PRAYER OF COMMITMENT
Unison:
Almighty God, we recognize our dependence upon
you, and we thank you for revealing the way of salvation by
the new light of your incarnate Word. Grant that this light,
enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our lives. Give us
grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the
armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which
your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that
in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious
majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to
life immortal, through him who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
* BENEDICTION
Romans 16:25-27 (ESV)
Minister:
“Now to Him who is able to establish you according to
my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the
revelation of the mystery which has been kept secret for long ages
past, but is manifested, and by the Scriptures of the prophets,
according to the commandment of the eternal God, has been made
known to all the nations, leading to the obedience of faith; to the
only wise God, through Jesus Christ, be the glory forever. Amen.”
POSTLUDE

“Give Me Jesus"

Jubilant Sykes © 1998

Regarding participation in the Lord’s Supper
● Please come forward to receive the sacrament at the table.
You are encouraged to repent, rest, and rejoice in the finished
work of Christ as the Lord’s Supper is observed.
The consecrated bread and wine are served in separate cups.
After you have partaken, please dispose of empty cups in the
white collection containers at the table
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HOLY GOD, WE PRAISE THY NAME
Chorus

Holy God, we praise thy name
Lord of all, we bow before thee
All on earth thy scepter claim
All in heaven above adore thee
Infinite your vast domain
Everlasting is thy reign
Infinite thy vast domain
Everlasting is thy reign
Hark, the glad celestial hymn
Angel choirs above are raising
Cherubim and seraphim
In unceasing chorus praising
Fill the heavens with sweet accord
"Holy, holy, holy Lord”
Fill the heavens with sweet accord
"Holy, holy, holy Lord."
Holy Father, Holy Son
Holy Spirit, three we name thee
While in essence only one
Undivided God we claim thee
And adoring bend the knee
While we own the mystery
And adoring bend the knee
While we own the mystery
Chorus
3

* PRAYER OF ADORATION
Unison:
Almighty and Everlasting God, you established
the new covenant of reconciliation in the Paschal mystery.
Grant that all who have been reborn into the fellowship of
Christ’s Body may show forth in their lives what they
profess by their faith through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for
ever and ever. Amen.
* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Westminster Confession of Faith I.1
Unison:
Our natural understanding and the works of
creation and providence so clearly show God’s goodness,
wisdom, and power that human beings have no excuse for
not believing in him. However, these means alone cannot
provide that knowledge of God and of his will which is
necessary for salvation. Therefore it pleased the Lord at
different times and in various ways to reveal himself and to
declare that this revelation contains his will for his church.
Afterwards it pleases God to put this entire revelation into
writing so that the truth might be better preserved and
transmitted and that the church, confronted with the
corruption of the flesh and the evil purposes of Satan and
the world, might be more securely established and
comforted. Since God no longer reveals himself to his people
in those earlier ways, Holy Scripture is absolutely essential.
* GOSPEL LESSON
Psalm 133
Behold, how good and pleasant it is
when brothers dwell in unity!
2
It is like the precious oil on the head,
running down on the beard, on the beard of Aaron,
running down on the collar of his robes!
3
It is like the dew of Hermon,
which falls on the mountains of Zion!
For there the Lord has commanded the blessing,
life forevermore.

(ESV)

WHEN I SURVEY
When I survey the wondrous cross
On which the prince of glory died
My richest gain I count but loss
And pour contempt on all my pride

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast
Save in the death of Christ my God
All the vain things that charm me most
I sacrifice them to His blood

See from His head, His hands, His feet
Sorrow and love flow mingled down
Did ever such love and sorrow meet
Or thorns compose so rich a crown

In the cross, in the cross
Be my glory ever
Till my raptured soul shall find
Rest beyond the river
Jesus, keep me near the cross
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JESUS PAID IT ALL
I hear the Savior say
Thy strength indeed is small
Child of weakness watch and pray
Find in me thine all in all
Chorus

Jesus paid it all
All to him I owe
Sin had left a crimson stain
He washed it white as snow
Lord, now indeed I find
Thy power and thine alone
Can change the leper's spots
And melt the heart of stone

Minister:
People:

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

(The congregation is encouraged to participate both verbally and in silence.)

Unison: Almighty and Everlasting God, in whom we
live and move and have our being: we, your beloved
children, humbly ask you to accept our common
supplications. Fulfill now, O Lord, as it pleases you, and
in accordance with your holy will, our prayers for the
sake of Him who lay down in the grave and rose again for us,
your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ.
Minister:

Chorus
For nothing good have I
Whereby thy grace to claim
I'll wash my garments white
In the blood of calvary's lamb
Chorus

People:
Minister:

People:
And when before the throne
I stand in him complete
Jesus died my soul to save
My lips shall still repeat

Minister:

People:

Chorus 2X
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The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ!
Thanks be to the Lord!

We pray for all Christians that we may be kept from false
judgments, uncharitable thoughts of our neighbors, and
bias and contempt toward those who differ from us.
Lord, hear our prayers.
We pray for our children that their hearts may be open to
receive the word of life, so that in believing, they may
learn to love, trust, and follow the Lord Jesus wherever
he may lead them.
Lord, hear our prayers.
We pray for our soldiers, their families, and chaplains
serving in the field, that they may know your peace,
provision, protection, and providence over their lives at
all times and in all places.
Lord, hear our prayers.

Minister:

People:
Minister:

People:

We pray for the power of the gospel to prosper in our
community that Christ may be proclaimed and that God
may send workers and draw many into His kingdom.
Lord, hear our prayers.
We pray for the increase of grace to hear and receive
your Word, to love and reverence you, to walk in your
ways, and to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit.
Lord, hear our prayers.

THE LORD'S PRAYER
Matthew 6:9-13 (ESV)
Our Father, in heaven, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come. Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts,
as we also forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil: For yours is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
* HYMN OF TRUST (Lyrics on page 7)
“Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing”

Matthew Smith © 2006

THE SANCTUS
Isaiah 6:3; Psalm 118:26 (ESV)
Minister:
“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts;
the whole earth is full of his glory!”
People:
“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!
We bless you from the house of the Lord.”
PRAYER OF CONSECRATION
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
1 Corinthians 11:23-26
Minister:
Therefore, we proclaim the faith!
Unison:
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.
PRAYER OF APPROACH
Unison:
We do not presume to come to this your table, O
merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but in your
great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up
the crumbs under your table. But you are the same Lord,
whose nature is always to have mercy; grant us therefore,
gracious Lord, that we may so partake of this bread and wine
that our sinful bodies may be made clean by Christ’s body,
and our souls washed through his most precious blood, and
that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.
AGNUS DEI
John 1:29
Minister:
“Jesus is God’s Lamb, who takes away the world’s sin!”
People:
Have mercy on us, O Lord and grant us your peace.
THE LORD'S SUPPER
Minister:
Christ our Passover, sacrificed for us.
People:
Therefore, let us keep the feast!
Minister:
The gifts of God for the people of God.
People:
Thanks be to the Lord!
COMMUNION MUSIC
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(Lyrics on Page 12)
(Lyrics on Page 13)

“Jesus Paid It All”
“When I Survey”

Fernando Ortega © 2005
Matthew Ward © 2000

TABLE ADMINISTRATION
• Believers who have publicly professed faith in Jesus Christ, have been
baptized, and are members in good standing of an Evangelical church, are
welcome to celebrate in the Lord’s Supper with us. If these particular facts
do not describe you, we respectfully ask you to refrain from participating
in the sacrament.

COME THOU FOUNT OF EVERY BLESSING

CONFESSION OF SIN
Unison:
God of glory, you sent Jesus among us as the
light of the world to reveal your love for all people. We
confess that our sin and pride obscure the brightness of
your light. We turn away from the poor, ignore cries for
justice, and fail to strive for peace. In your mercy, cleanse
us of our sin, and fill us once again with your Spirit, that,
forgiven and renewed, we may show forth your glory, as it
shines in the face of Jesus Christ.

Teach me some melodious sonnet

Come thou fount of every blessing
Tune my heart to sing thy grace
Streams of mercy never ceasing
Call for songs of loudest praise
Sung by flaming tongues above
Praise the mount I'm fixed upon it
Mount of thy redeeming love
Here I raise my Ebenezer
Hither by thy help I come
And I hope by thy good pleasure
Safely to arrive at home

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Psalm 116:5-10 (ESV)
Minister: “Gracious is the Lord, and righteous; our God is
merciful. The Lord preserves the simple; when I was brought
low, he saved me. Return, O my soul, to your rest; for the Lord
has dealt bountifully with you. For you have delivered my soul
from death, my eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling; I will
walk before the Lord in the land of the living."
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Minister:
The Lord be with you!
People:
And also with you!
Minister:
Lift up your hearts!
People:
We lift them up to the Lord!
Minister:
Let us give thanks to the Lord!
People:
It is good and right so to do.
Minister:
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, that we should
always give you thanks, O Lord; therefore, with the angels, we exalt
and magnify your glorious name, evermore praising you.
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Jesus sought me when a stranger
Wandering from the fold of God
He to rescue me from danger
Interposed His precious blood
O to grace how great a debtor
Daily I'm constrained to be!
Let thy grace now like a fetter
Bind my wandering heart to thee
Chorus

Prone to wander Lord I feel it
Prone to leave the God I love
Here's my heart O take and seal it
Seal it for thy courts above
(Repeat Chorus)

* GOSPEL LESSON

John 17:20-26 (ESV)

SERMON NOTES

“I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in
me through their word, 21 that they may all be one, just as you,
Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, so that
the world may believe that you have sent me. 22 The glory that you
have given me I have given to them, that they may be one even as
we are one, 23 I in them and you in me, that they may become
perfectly one, so that the world may know that you sent me and
loved them even as you loved me. 24 Father, I desire that they also,
whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my
glory that you have given me because you loved me before the
foundation of the world. 25 O righteous Father, even though the
world does not know you, I know you, and these know that you
have sent me. 26 I made known to them your name, and I will
continue to make it known, that the love with which you have loved
me may be in them, and I in them.”
20

Minister:
People:

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ!
Thanks be to God!

* PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
SERMON

Reverend Johnathan B. Keenan
“The Communion of Saints”

PASTORAL PRAYER
OFFERTORY
* DOXOLOGY

Praise
Praise
Praise
Praise

* PRAYER OF DEDICATION

God from whom all blessings flow
Him all creatures here below
Him above ye heavenly host
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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