The Celtic Cross is an ancient Christian symbol. The cross proper
recalls the death of Christ for the sins of his people, while the circle is a
historic symbol of God’s eternal nature. Jesus’ name is at the center,
depicted by the Greek letters “Ιης” and is surrounded by the vine and
branches, representing our relationship to Him. At the bottom,
CHRISTUS VICTOR, “Christ is Victorious,” testifies to his triumph over
sin and death on the cross. This Celtic cross is used by permission of
Saint Paul’s Presbyterian Church in Orlando, Florida. Each of the five
panels represents a significant event in Christ’s life.

Exalting Christ through Worship,
Renewal, Community, and Partnership

HIS REIGN
The wounded lamb as Christ reclining on the book of seven seals
is a historic symbol of the reigning Christ. The three-rayed
nimbus is an ancient symbol of deity. (Revelation 5:9-12)
HIS RESURRECTION
Lilies traditionally represent the resurrection; the trumpet
heralds Christ’s certain and triumphal return. (1 Corinthians
15:54; Matthew 24:31; Luke 12:27)

HIS ATONEMENT
The crown of thorns and nails testify to Christ’s sacrificial
death on the cross. (Hebrews 2:17; John 19:2; 20:27)
HIS BAPTISM
The dove and tongues of fire symbolically portray the Holy Spirit.
(Matthew 3:10; Acts 2:3) Matthew 3:10; Acts 2:3)

HIS INCARNATION
The open Bible is the Word of God. The double lighted
candlesticks represent the dual nature of Christ—his deity
and his humanity. (John 1:1-14)

CHRIST CHURCH VENTURA
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA

To all who are spiritually weary and seek rest; to all who mourn and long for
comfort; to all who struggle and desire hope; to all who sin and need a
Savior; to all who are strangers and yearn for home; to all who hunger and
thirst after righteousness; and to whoever will come; this church offers a
genuine welcome in the name of the risen Lord Jesus Christ.

WHAT IS OUR MESSAGE?

The great good news is that God has taken it upon Himself to do
something for us that we are powerless to do for ourselves. The
Gospel is simply this: sinners are forgiven and accepted by God
because of the work of Jesus Christ. Trust in Christ’s finished work is
not just the beginning of the Christian life, but the means and end
as well. The Gospel is what must be applied more and more deeply
in order to live as a Christian. The power of the Gospel is not merely
about forgiveness and improvement, but renewal and wholeness.
A GOSPEL-SHAPED MINISTRY

• The Gospel changes people — Through the continual application of the
Gospel we become more like Christ.
• The Gospel produces joy —

Grace frees us from both condemnation
and self-righteousness to enjoy God fully.

• The Gospel defines community — In union with Christ, we become God’s
sons and daughters—His new people.
• The Gospel points outward —

Grace disengages approval seeking,
engenders authenticity, and curbs pride.

• The Gospel informs attitudes — As Christians, we desire the peace and
wellbeing of our communities and cities.
• The Gospel removes barriers — Reconciliation humbles us so that we
may become agents to reconcile others.
WHAT DO WE BELIEVE?
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WHAT DO WE BELIEVE?
We embrace the historic Christian faith — believing the timeless
truths held in common by the church in all ages and places. We
wholeheartedly affirm the classic doctrines defined by the Apostles’,
Nicene, and Athanasian Creeds.
• The Trinity —

There is only one God eternally existing in
three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

• The Incarnation — The person Jesus Christ is the only Son of
God who is both fully God and fully human.
• The Atonement — Jesus died on a cross and was raised from
the dead in order to redeem us from our sins.
We also embrace the Reformed Christian faith — believing the
biblical teachings that were restated during the Protestant
Reformation. This great renewal of the church in the 16th century
has given us a common heritage in the classic “solas”.

• Scripture Alone — The Bible is the one source of divine revelation and
the only completely reliable guide for faith and life.
• Christ Alone — Salvation is accomplished by the substitutionary
atonement of the historical and sinless Christ alone.
• Grace Alone — We are rescued from God’s anger, freed from sin’s
bondage and lifted to new life by His grace alone.
• Faith Alone —

Christ’s righteousness is imputed to us as the only
possible satisfaction of God’s justice by faith alone.

• God Alone —

The sole purpose of our creation and redemption
is to enjoy God’s presence and live for His glory.

CHRIST CHURCH VENTURA IS A CONGREGATION
OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA
Empowered by the Gospel, we aim to experience God’s pleasure in
fostering true knowledge, holy affection, and faithful obedience through
historic worship, gospel renewal, genuine community, and global
partnership to the end that God’s people are gathered and Christ’s
Kingdom is extended throughout Ventura County and beyond.

CHURCH OFFICERS
Teaching Elder Roy R. Bennett (ojairoyb@gmail.com)
Interim Pastor Johnathan B. Keenan (johnathan.keenan@ruf.com)
Ruling Elder David Blank (cosmos.psa19@rocketmail.com)
Ruling Elder Brad Durant (braddurant@verizon.net)
Deacon Ernie Rivas (abodigital@mac.com)
Deacon David Logan (sharkseven@gmail.com)
CONTACT INFORMATION
Martha Etchart (Office Manager) venturachristchurch@gmail.com
PO Box 3572 Ventura, CA. 93006 (805) 804-3378
www.christchurchventura.org
WORSHIP LOCATION
Christ Church Ventura meets for public worship services in person,
Sundays at 1:30pm (196 North Ashwood Ave.)
Christ Church Ventura also streams worship services live on YouTube.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
CHILDREN’S ED (ages 2-18) — Class Dismissed indefinitely
MEN’S STUDY GROUP — Online class, (Contact David Blank)
WOMEN’S STUDY GROUP — Online class, (Contact Rebecca Durant)

All Music reproduction is by permission CCLI# 2200400

Order for the Celebration & Worship of God
Final Sunday After Epiphany; February 27, 2022 1:30pm

* Congregation standing
PRELUDE (Lyrics on page 2)

“Heal Us Emmanuel”
Indelible Grace © 2003

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CALL TO WORSHIP
Isaiah 58:6-9 (ESV)
Minister:
“Is not this the fast that I choose:
to loose the bonds of wickedness, to undo the straps of the
yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every
yoke?
7
Is it not to share your bread with the hungry and bring the
homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked,
to cover him, and not to hide yourself from your own flesh?
8
Then shall your light break forth like the dawn, and your healing
shall spring up speedily; your righteousness shall go before
you; the glory of the Lord shall be your rear guard.
9
Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer; you shall cry, and
he will say, ‘Here I am.’ If you take away the yoke from
your midst, the pointing of the finger, and speaking
wickedness,
INVITIATORY
Minister:
A voice says, “Cry!” And I said, “What shall I cry?”
People:
All flesh is grass, and all its beauty is like the flower
of the field. The grass withers, the flower fades.
Minister:
But the word of our God will stand forever.
* HYMN OF PRAISE (Lyrics on page 3)
“O Day of Rest and Gladness”

Indelible Grace © 2002
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HEAL US EMMANUEL
Chorus:

Heal us Emmanuel, here we are
We long to feel thy touch
Deep wounded souls to thee we fly
O Savior hear our cry
Our faith is feeble we confess
We faintly trust thy word
But will you pity us the less
Be that far from you Lord

Chorus
Remember him who once applied
With trembling for relief
Lord, I believe, with tears he cried
O help my unbelief
Chorus
She too who touched you in the press
And healing virtue stole
Was answered daughter go in peace
Thy faith has made you whole
Chorus

PRAYER OF COMMITMENT
Unison:
Our gracious heavenly Father, we acknowledge
the great mystery of this holy feast. Although we are
unworthy to share this meal with you, you have invited us
and dressed us in the righteousness of Christ so that we may
boldly come into your holy presence. Instead of
condemnation and anger, we have received your grace and
pardon. In the place of fear, we have been given hope
because of the merits of our faithful high Priest, Jesus Christ,
who intercedes for us even now. Strengthen us by these
sacred gifts and remind us of your promise to save sinners
who trust you. Send us into the world in peace and by your
Spirit may we live to your glory and rest in your grace.
* BENEDICTION
Numbers 6:24-26 (ESV)
Minister:
“The LORD bless you and keep you;
The LORD make his face to shine upon you
and be gracious to you;
The LORD lift up the light of his countenance
and give you peace.”
* DISMISSAL
Minister:
Go in peace to love and serve the risen Lord Jesus.
People:
Thanks be to God!
POSTLUDE

“God Your Everlasting Light”

Justin Smith © 2014

Like her with hopes and fears we come
To touch you if we may
O send us not despairing home
Send none unhealed away
Chorus 2X

2
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JESUS PAID IT ALL

O DAY OF REST AND GLADNESS

I hear the Savior say
Thy strength indeed is small
Child of weakness, watch and pray
Find in me thine all in all

O day of rest and gladness, O day of joy and light,

Chorus

Jesus paid it all
All to him I owe
Sin had left a crimson stain
He washed it white as snow
Lord, now indeed I find
Thy pow'r, and thine alone
Can change the leper's spots
And melt the heart of stone

O balm of care and sadness, most beautiful, most bright
On Thee, the high and lowly, Through ages joined in tune
Sing holy, holy, holy, to the great God Triune.
On Thee at the creation the light first had its birth
On Thee for our salvation Christ rose from depths of earth
On Thee our Lord victorious, the Spirit sent from heaven
And thus on Thee most glorious a triple light was given
Thou art a port protected from storms that round us rise
A garden intersected with streams of paradise
Thou art a cooling fountain in life’s dry dreary sand

Chorus
For nothing good have I
Whereby thy grace to claim
I'll wash my garments white
In the blood of calvary's lamb

From Thee like Pisgah's mountain we view our promised land
Today on weary nations the heavenly manna falls
To holy convocations the silver trumpet calls
Where gospel light is glowing with pure and radiant beams
And living water flowing with soul-refreshing streams

Chorus
And when, before the throne
I stand in him complete
Jesus died my soul to save
My lips shall still repeat

New graces ever gaining from this, our day of rest
We reach the rest remaining to spirits of the blessed
To Holy Ghost be praises to Father, and to Son
The church her voice upraises to Thee blessed Three in One

Chorus 2X
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* PRAYER OF ADORATION
Unison:
Most loving Father, whose will it is for us to give
thanks for all things, to fear nothing but the loss of you, and
to cast all our care upon you, for you care for us. Preserve
us from faithless fears and worldly anxieties, that no clouds
of this mortal life may hide from us the immortal light of
love, which you have manifested to us in your Son Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Heidelberg Catechism #21-23
* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
Minister:
What is true faith?
Unison:
True faith is not only a knowledge and conviction
that everything God reveals in his Word is true; it is also a
deep-rooted assurance, created in me by the Holy Spirit
through the gospel, that, out of sheer grace earned for us by
Christ, not only others, but I too, have had my sins forgiven,
have been made forever right with God, and have been
granted salvation.
Minister:
What then must a Christian believe?
Unison:
Everything God promises us in the gospel, which
is summarized for us in the articles of our Christian faith—a
creed beyond doubt, and confessed throughout the world.
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON
10

11

Jeremiah 30:10-22

“Then fear not, O Jacob my servant, declares the Lord,
nor be dismayed, O Israel;
for behold, I will save you from far away,
and your offspring from the land of their captivity.
Jacob shall return and have quiet and ease,
and none shall make him afraid.
For I am with you to save you, declares the Lord;
I will make a full end of all the nations among whom I
scattered you, but of you I will not make a full end.

COME YE SOULS BY SIN AFFLICTED
Come ye souls by sin afflicted
Bowed with fruitless sorrow down
By the broken law convicted
Through the cross behold the crown
Look to Jesus, look to Jesus, look to Jesus
Mercy flows through him alone
Take His easy yoke and wear it
Love will make your obedience sweet
Christ will give you strength to bear it
While his grace shall guide your feet
Safe to glory, safe to glory, safe to glory
Where his ransomed captives meet
Blessed are the eyes that see him
Blest the ears that hear his voice
Blessed are the souls that trust him
And in him, alone rejoice his commandments,
His commandments, his commandments
Then become their happy choice
Sweet as home to pilgrims weary
Light to newly opened eyes
Like full springs in deserts dreary
Is the rest the cross supplies
All who taste it, all who taste it, all who taste it
Shall to rest immortal rise
Look to Jesus, look to Jesus, look to Jesus
Mercy flows through him alone
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AGNUS DEI
John 1:29
Minister:
“Jesus is God’s Lamb, who takes away the world’s sin!”
People:
Have mercy on us, O Lord and grant us your peace.
THE LORD'S SUPPER
Minister:
Christ our Passover, sacrificed for us.
People:
Therefore, let us keep the feast!
Minister:
The gifts of God for the people of God.
People:
Thanks be to the Lord!
● Please come forward to receive the sacrament at the table.
You are encouraged to repent, rest, and rejoice in the finished
work of Christ as the Lord’s Supper is observed.
The consecrated bread and wine are served in separate cups.
After you have partaken, please dispose of empty cups in the
white collection containers at the table
COMMUNION MUSIC
“Jesus Paid It All”

(Lyrics on Page 13)

Fernando Ortega © 2005

“Come Ye Souls By Sin Afflicted”

(Lyrics on Page 14)

Sandra McCracken © 2016
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I will discipline you in just measure,
and I will by no means leave you unpunished.
12 “For thus says the Lord: Your hurt is incurable,
and your wound is grievous.
13 There is none to uphold your cause,
no medicine for your wound, no healing for you.
14 All your lovers have forgotten you; they care nothing for you;
for I have dealt you the blow of an enemy,
the punishment of a merciless foe, because your guilt is great,
because your sins are flagrant.
15 Why do you cry out over your hurt? Your pain is incurable.
Because your guilt is great, because your sins are flagrant,
I have done these things to you.
16 Therefore all who devour you shall be devoured,
and all your foes, every one of them, shall go into captivity;
those who plunder you shall be plundered,
and all who prey on you I will make a prey.
17 For I will restore health to you, and your wounds I will heal,
declares the Lord, because they have called you an outcast:
‘It is Zion, for whom no one cares!’
18 “Thus says the Lord: Behold, I will restore the fortunes of the
tents of Jacob and have compassion on his dwellings;
the city shall be rebuilt on its mound, and the palace shall
stand where it used to be.
19 Out of them shall come songs of thanksgiving,
and the voices of those who celebrate.
I will multiply them, and they shall not be few;
I will make them honored, and they shall not be small.
20 Their children shall be as they were of old,
and their congregation shall be established before me,
and I will punish all who oppress them.
21 Their prince shall be one of themselves; their ruler shall come
out from their midst; I will make him draw near, and he shall
approach me, for who would dare of himself to approach me?
declares the Lord.
22 And you shall be my people, and I will be your God.”

Minister:
People:

The Word of the Lord!
Thanks be to God!

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

(The congregation is encouraged to participate both verbally and in silence.)

Almighty and Everlasting God, in whom we live and move
and have our being: we, your beloved children, humbly ask
you to accept our common supplications. Fulfill now, O Lord,
as it pleases you, and in accordance with your holy will, our
prayers for the sake of Him who lay down in the grave and
rose again for us, your Son our Savior Jesus Christ.
Minister:

People:
Minister:

People:
Minister:

People:
Minister:

People:

We pray for all Christians that we may be kept from
false judgments, uncharitable thoughts of our neighbors,
and bias and contempt toward those who differ from us.
Lord, hear our prayers.
We pray for our soldiers, their families, and chaplains
serving in the field, that they may know your peace,
provision, protection, and providence over their lives at
all times and in all places.
Lord, hear our prayers.
We pray for the power of the gospel to prosper in our
community that Christ may be proclaimed and that God
may send workers and draw many into His kingdom.
Lord, hear our prayers.
We pray for the increase of grace to hear and receive
your Word, to love and reverence you, to walk in your
ways, and to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit.
Lord, hear our prayers.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Minister:
The Lord be with you!
People:
And also with you!
Minister:
Lift up your hearts!
People:
We lift them up to the Lord!
Minister:
Let us give thanks to the Lord!
People:
It is good and right so to do.
Minister:
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, that we should
always give you thanks, O Lord; therefore, with the angels, we exalt
and magnify your glorious name, evermore praising you.
THE SANCTUS
Isaiah 6:3; Psalm 118:26
Minister:
“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts;
the whole earth is full of his glory!”
People:
“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!
We bless you from the house of the Lord.”
PRAYER OF CONSECRATION
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
1 Corinthians 11:23-26
Minister:
Therefore, we proclaim the faith!
Unison:
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.
Minister:
The Word of the Lord!
People:
Thanks be to God!
PRAYER OF APPROACH
Unison:
We do not presume to come to this your table, O
merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but in your
great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up
the crumbs under your table. But you are the same Lord,
whose nature is always to have mercy; grant us therefore,
gracious Lord, that we may so partake of this bread and wine
that our sinful bodies may be made clean by Christ’s body,
and our souls washed through his most precious blood, and
that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen
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PASTORAL PRAYER
OFFERTORY
* DOXOLOGY

“We Will Feast in the House of Zion”

Sandra McCracken © 2015

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him all creatures here below;
Praise Him above ye heavenly host:
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

THE LORD'S PRAYER
Matthew 6:9-13 (ESV)
Our Father, in heaven, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come. Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil: For yours is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen
HYMN OF TRUST (Lyrics on page 8)

* PRAYER OF DEDICATION
TABLE ADMINISTRATION
• Believers who have publicly professed faith in Jesus Christ, have been
baptized, and are members in good standing of an Evangelical church, are
welcome to celebrate in the Lord’s Supper with us. If these particular facts
do not describe you, we respectfully ask you to refrain from participating
in the sacrament.
CONFESSION OF SIN
Unison:
God of glory, you sent Jesus among us as the
light of the world, to reveal your love for all people. We
confess that our sin and pride hide the brightness of your
light. We turn away from the poor; we ignore cries for
justice; we do not strive for peace. In your mercy, cleanse
us of our sin, and fill us once again with your Spirit, that,
forgiven and renewed, we may show forth your glory,
shining in the face of Jesus Christ.
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Psalm 130:3-7
Minister:
If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could
stand? But with you there is forgiveness, that you may be feared. I
wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in his word I hope; my soul
waits for the Lord more than watchmen for the morning, more than
watchmen for the morning. O Israel, hope in the Lord! For with the
Lord there is steadfast love, and with him is plentiful redemption.

“Come Ye Sinners”
Indelible Grace © 2000

GOSPEL LESSON

John 9:1-7, 35-41 (ESV)

As he passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 And his disciples
asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was
born blind?” 3 Jesus answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his
parents, but that the works of God might be displayed in him. 4 We
must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is
coming, when no one can work. 5 As long as I am in the world, I am
the light of the world.” 6 Having said these things, he spit on the
ground and made mud with the saliva. Then he anointed the man’s
eyes with the mud 7 and said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam”
(which means Sent). So he went and washed and came back seeing.
1

Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he
said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 36 He answered, “And
who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?” 37 Jesus said to him, “You
have seen him, and it is he who is speaking to you.” 38 He said,
“Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him. 39 Jesus said, “For
judgment I came into this world, that those who do not see may
see, and those who see may become blind.” 40 Some of the
Pharisees near him heard these things, and said to him, “Are we
also blind?” 41 Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would
have no guilt; but now that you say, ‘We see,’ your guilt remains.
35
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COME YE SINNERS
Come, ye sinners, poor and needy
weak and wounded, sick and sore
Jesus ready stands to save you
full of pity, love, and power

Minister:
People:

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ!
Thanks be to the Lord!

* PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
SERMON

Reverend Johnathan B. Keenan
“The Beauty of Grace”

Come, ye thirsty, come and welcome
God's free bounty glorify
true belief and true repentance
ev'ry grace that brings you nigh
Let not conscience make you linger
nor of fitness fondly dream
all the fitness he requireth
is to feel your need of him
Come, ye weary, heavy laden
lost and ruined by the fall
if you tarry till you're better
you will never come at all
I will rise and go to Jesus
He will save me from my sin
By the riches of his merit
there is joy and life in him
8
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