The Celtic Cross is an ancient Christian symbol. The cross proper
recalls the death of Christ for the sins of his people, while the circle is a
historic symbol of God’s eternal nature. Jesus’ name is at the center,
depicted by the Greek letters “Ιης” and is surrounded by the vine and
branches, representing our relationship to Him. At the bottom,
CHRISTUS VICTOR, “Christ is Victorious,” testifies to his triumph over
sin and death on the cross. This Celtic cross is used by permission of
Saint Paul’s Presbyterian Church in Orlando, Florida. Each of the five
panels represents a significant event in Christ’s life.

Exalting Christ through Worship,
Renewal, Community, and Partnership

HIS REIGN
The wounded lamb as Christ reclining on the book of seven seals
is a historic symbol of the reigning Christ. The three-rayed
nimbus is an ancient symbol of deity. (Revelation 5:9-12)
HIS RESURRECTION
Lilies traditionally represent the resurrection; the trumpet
heralds Christ’s certain and triumphal return. (1 Corinthians
15:54; Matthew 24:31; Luke 12:27)

HIS ATONEMENT
The crown of thorns and nails testify to Christ’s sacrificial
death on the cross. (Hebrews 2:17; John 19:2; 20:27)

HIS BAPTISM
The dove and tongues of fire symbolically portray the Holy
Spirit. (Matthew 3:10; Acts 2:3)

HIS INCARNATION
The open Bible is the Word of God. The
double lighted candlesticks represent the
dual nature of Christ—his deity and his
humanity. (John 1:1-14)

CHRIST CHURCH VENTURA
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA

To all who are spiritually weary and seek rest; to all who mourn and long for
comfort; to all who struggle and desire hope; to all who sin and need a
Savior; to all who are strangers and yearn for home; to all who hunger and
thirst after righteousness; and to whoever will come; this church offers a
genuine welcome in the name of the risen Lord Jesus Christ.

WHAT IS OUR MESSAGE?

The great good news is that God has taken it upon Himself to do
something for us that we are powerless to do for ourselves. The
Gospel is simply this: sinners are forgiven and accepted by God
because of the work of Jesus Christ. Trust in Christ’s finished work is
not just the beginning of the Christian life, but the means and end
as well. The Gospel is what must be applied more and more deeply
in order to live as a Christian. The power of the Gospel is not merely
about forgiveness and improvement, but renewal and wholeness.
A GOSPEL-SHAPED MINISTRY

• The Gospel changes people — Through the continual application of the
Gospel we become more like Christ.
• The Gospel produces joy —

Grace frees us from both condemnation
and self-righteousness to enjoy God fully.

• The Gospel defines community — In union with Christ, we become God’s
sons and daughters—His new people.
• The Gospel points outward —

Grace disengages approval seeking,
engenders authenticity, and curbs pride.

WHAT DO WE BELIEVE?
We embrace the historic Christian faith — believing the timeless
truths held in common by the church in all ages and places. We
wholeheartedly affirm the classic doctrines defined by the Apostles’,
Nicene, and Athanasian Creeds.
• The Trinity —

There is only one God eternally existing in
three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

• The Incarnation — The person Jesus Christ is the only Son of
God who is both fully God and fully human.
• The Atonement — Jesus died on a cross and was raised from
the dead in order to redeem us from our sins.
We also embrace the Reformed Christian faith — believing the
biblical teachings that were restated during the Protestant
Reformation. This great renewal of the church in the 16th century
has given us a common heritage in the classic “solas”.
• Scripture Alone — The Bible is the one source of divine revelation and
the only completely reliable guide for faith and life.

• The Gospel informs attitudes — As Christians, we desire the peace and
wellbeing of our communities and cities.

• Christ Alone — Salvation is accomplished by the substitutionary
atonement of the historical and sinless Christ alone.

• The Gospel removes barriers — Reconciliation humbles us so that we
may become agents to reconcile others.

• Grace Alone — We are rescued from God’s anger, freed from sin’s
bondage and lifted to new life by His grace alone.

• The Gospel renews culture —

• Faith Alone —

Christ’s righteousness is imputed to us as the only
possible satisfaction of God’s justice by faith alone.

• God Alone —

The sole purpose of our creation and redemption
is to enjoy God’s presence and live for His glory.

•

All of life matters to God and we are
to pursue all vocations with excellence.

The Gospel builds momentum — Church planting is the result of and the
WHAT DO WE
BELIEVE?
means
to fulfilling the great commission

CHRIST CHURCH VENTURA IS A CONGREGATION
OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA
Alive by God’s grace, we aim to know, love, and follow Jesus through
historic worship, gospel renewal, genuine community, and global
partnership to the end that God’s people are gathered and Christ’s
Kingdom is extended throughout Ventura County and beyond.

CHURCH OFFICERS
Teaching Elder Roy R. Bennett (ojairoyb@gmail.com)
Ruling Elder David Sveiven (dsevend@yahoo.com)
Ruling Elder David Blank (cosmos.psa19@rocketmail.com)
Ruling Elder Brad Durant (braddurant@verizon.net)
Deacon Ernie Rivas (abodigital@mac.com)
Deacon David Logan (sharkseven@gmail.com)
CONTACT INFORMATION
PO Box 25 Ojai, CA 93024 (805) 452-3354
www.christchurchventura.org
WORSHIP LOCATION
Christ Church Ventura meets for indoor public worship services
On Sundays at 1:30pm at 196 North Ashwood Avenue
Christ Church Ventura will continue to stream services live on YouTube.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
NURSERY (Available for parents with young children)

Order for the Celebration and Worship of God
Second Sunday of Advent; December 5, 2021 1:30pm
* Congregation standing
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE (Lyrics on page 2)

LIGHTING OF THE SECOND ADVENT CANDLE

(Post Family)

Why do we light the Advent candles?
Jesus said, “I am the Light of the world. He who
follows me will not walk in darkness but will have
the Light of life.”

Leader:
Unison:

What is the meaning of the second lighted candle?
The second lighted candle represents the angels
who heralded the good news of light to a
darkened world.

Leader:
Unison:

Who were the angels?
The angels were created by God to fill His
heavenly court with the praise of His name. They
devote themselves to serving God in heaven by
delighting to do His will. God also uses them as
messengers of His good news to men and women
on earth.

Leader:
Unison:

What do the Gospels say concerning the angels?
Luke writes, “Suddenly a great company of the
heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising
God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest and
on earth peace to those on whom His favor rests.’”
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WOMEN’S STUDY GROUP — Westminster Shorter Catechism (Online)
(Contact Rebecca Durant)
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Jars of Clay © 2002

Leader:
Unison:

MEN’S STUDY GROUP — The Book of Job (Contact David Blank)

All Music reproduction is by permission CCLI# 2200400

“Gabriel’s Message”

GABRIEL’S MESSAGE

THE MAJESTY OF GOD

The angel Gabriel from heaven came

“When the man in the Church, let alone the man in the street, uses

His wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame.
All hail said he thou lowly maiden Mary

the word ‘God’, the thought in his mind is rarely of divine majesty.
Today, vast stress is laid on the thought that God is personal, but

Most highly favored lady, gloria, gloria.

this truth is so stated as to leave the impression that God is a

For known a blessed mother thou shalt be

person of the same sort as we are—weak, inadequate, ineffective,

All generations laud and honor thee

a little pathetic. But this is not the God of the Bible! He is eternal,

Thy Son shall be Emanuel, by seers foretold
Most highly favored lady, gloria, gloria.
Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head

infinite, and almighty. He has us in His hands; but we never have
him in ours. In all its constant stress on the reality of God’s
personal concern for His people, and on the gentleness,

To me be as it pleaseth God, she said,

tenderness, sympathy, patience, and yearning compassion that He

"My soul shall laud and magnify His holy name."

shows towards them, the Bible never lets us lose sight of His

Most highly favored lady, gloria, gloria

majesty, and His unlimited dominion over all His creatures.

— J. I. Packer —
“Knowing God”

Of her Emanuel, the Christ was born
In Bethlehem all on a Christmas morn
And glory rang throughout the world forever saved
Most highly favored lady, gloria, gloria
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* PRAYER OF COMMITMENT (From Dan. 7:13-14; Acts 3:20-21)
Unison:
Father, the advent of Christ marks the beginning
of his dominion, glory and kingdom that shall not be
destroyed, and that all peoples, nations, and languages
should serve. We pray that times of refreshing may come
from the presence of the Lord, and that he may send the
Christ appointed for us, this Jesus, whom heaven must
receive until the time for the restoration of all things about
which God spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets long ago.
* BENEDICTION
Minister:
Now may Christ, who by his Incarnation gathered into
one, things earthly and heavenly, fill you with His joy and peace:
and may the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.
Minister:
People:

Go in peace to love and serve the risen Lord Jesus.
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE

“Mary, Did You Know?”
Jubilant Sykes © 1998

❉ Regarding participation the Lord’s Supper
• Believers who have publicly professed faith in Jesus Christ, have been
baptized, and are members in good standing of an Evangelical church, are
welcome to celebrate in the Lord’s Supper with us. If these particular facts
do not describe you, we respectfully ask you to refrain from participating
in the sacrament.
● Please come forward to receive the sacrament at the table.
You are encouraged to repent, rest, and rejoice in the finished
work of Christ as the Lord’s Supper is observed.
The consecrated bread and wine are served in separate cups.
After you have partaken, please dispose of empty cups in the
white collection containers at the table.
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CALL TO WORSHIP

Isaiah 52:7-10

INVITIATORY
Minister:
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;
People:
As it was in the beginning, is now and will be forever,
Minister:
The Lord our King and Savior now draws near!
People:
Come let us adore Him!
* ADVENT HYMN (Lyrics on page 4)

“Angels We Have Heard On High”

Fernando Ortega © 2002

* PRAYER OF ADORATION
Unison:
Everlasting God, you have ordained and
constituted in a wonderful order the ministries of angels
and mortals: mercifully grant that, as your holy angels
always serve and worship you in heaven, so by your
appointment they may help and defend us here on earth,
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
Heidelberg Catechism #18-19
Minister:
Who is this mediator—true God and at the same time
truly human and truly righteous?
People:

Our Lord Jesus Christ, who was given to us to set
us free and to make us right with God.

Minister:

How do you come to know this?

People:

The holy gospel tells me. God himself began to
reveal the gospel already in Paradise; later, he
proclaimed it by the holy patriarchs and prophets,
and portrayed it by the sacrifices and other
ceremonies of the law; finally, he fulfilled it
through his own dear Son.
3

ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH
Angels we have heard on high
Sweetly singing o'er the plains
And the mountains in reply
Echo back their joyous strains

COMMUNION
Chorus

This the body this is the blood
Broken and poured out for all of us
In this communion share in his love
This the body this is the blood

Gloria, in excelsis deo
Gloria, in excelsis deo

I will remember every thing Lord that you’ve done for me
Won’t take for granted the sacrifice that set me free

Shepherds, why this jubilee
Why your joyous strains prolong
Say what may the tidings be
Which inspire your heavenly song

I hunger and thirst for the your love come fill me today
Chorus

This the body this is the blood
Broken and poured out for all of us
In this communion share in his love

Gloria, in excelsis deo
Gloria, in excelsis deo

This the body this is the blood

Come to Bethlehem and see
Him whose birth the angels sing
Come, adore on bended knee
Christ the Lord, the newborn king

I will remember every thing Lord that you’ve done for me
Won’t take for granted the sacrifice that set me free
I hunger and thirst for the your love and your righteousness
We long for your presence here Lord with us again

Gloria, in excelsis deo
Gloria, in excelsis deo
Gloria, in excelsis deo
Gloria, in excelsis deo
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Chorus

This the body this is the blood
Broken and poured out for all of us
In this communion share in his love
This the body this is the blood
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DO THIS IN MEMORY OF ME

Minister:

Are all saved through Christ just as all were lost
through Adam?

People:

No. Only those are saved who by true faith are
grafted into Christ and accept all his blessings.

I am the bread of life; all who believe in me will have eternal life
I am the bread of life come down from heaven so that all who eat
this bread will never die
PSALTER LESSON
(Refrain)

Take the living bread of life, take the cup of sacrifice
do this in memory of me
Take the body and the blood, given freely out of love

1

2

3

do this in memory of me; Do this in memory of me
4

I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me will not hunger again
I am the bread of life; no one can come to me unless the father

5

6

draws them near to him
7

(Refrain)

Take the living bread of life, take the cup of sacrifice

8

do this in memory of me

9

Take the body and the blood, given freely out of love

(Bridge)

Oh sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things!
His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him.
The Lord has made known his salvation;
he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations.
He has remembered his steadfast love to the house of Israel.
All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth;
break forth into joyous song and sing praises!
Sing praises to the Lord with the lyre,
with the lyre and the sound of melody!
With trumpets and the sound of the horn
make a joyful noise before the King, the Lord!
Let the sea roar, and all that fills it;
the world and those who dwell in it!
Let the rivers clap their hands; let the hills sing for joy together
before the Lord, for he comes to judge the earth.
He will judge the world with righteousness and equity.

do this in memory of me; Do this in memory of me

Minister:
People:

Amen, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Son of man and drink his blood, you shall have life
All who will eat my flesh and drink my blood will have

The Word of the Lord!
Thanks be to God!
A Litany for Advent

(The congregation is encouraged to participate both verbally and in silence.)

Minister:

eternal life, and I will raise them up again
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Psalm 98:19 (ESV)

People:

O Wisdom, coming out of the mouth of the Most High,
pervading and permeating all creation, you order all
things with strength and gentleness:
Come now and teach us the way of salvation.
Come, Lord Jesus.

Minister:

People:
Minister:

People:
Minister:

People:
Minister:
People:
Minister:

People:
Minister:

People:
Minister:

People:

O Adonai, ruler of the house of Israel, you appeared in the
burning bush to Moses and gave him the law on Sinai:
Come with your outstretched arm to save us.
Come, Lord Jesus.
O Root of Jesse, rising as a sign for all the peoples,
before you earthly rulers will keep silence and nations
will give you honor:
Come quickly to deliver us from our oppressors.
Come, Lord Jesus.
O Key of David, scepter over the house of Israel, you
open and no one can close, you close and no one can open:
Come to set the prisoners free from the domain of darkness.
Come, Lord Jesus.
O Radiant Dawn, splendor of eternal light, sun of justice:
Come shine on those who live in the shadow of death.
Come, Lord Jesus.
O Ruler of the Nations, monarch for whom the people
long, you are the precious cornerstone uniting all the elect:
Come save all whom you have called from death to life.
Come, Lord Jesus.
O Immanuel, our sovereign Lord and law giver, dear desire
of all the nations and joy of every longing heart:
Come and save us, O Lord our God.
Come, Lord Jesus.
O God of grace, ever faithful to your promises, the earth
rejoices in hope of our Savior’s coming and looks forward
with longing to his return at the end of time.
Come and prepare our hearts to receive him when he
comes, for he is Lord forever and ever.
Come, Lord Jesus.

THE SANCTUS
Isaiah 6:3; Psalm 118:26
Minister:
“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts;
the whole earth is full of his glory!”
People:
“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!
We bless you from the house of the Lord.”
PRAYER OF CONSECRATION
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
1 Corinthians 11:23-26
Minister:
Therefore, we proclaim the faith!
Unison:
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.
PRAYER OF APPROACH
Unison:
We do not presume to come to this your table, O
merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but in your
great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up
the crumbs under your table. But you are the same Lord,
whose nature is always to have mercy; grant us therefore,
gracious Lord, that we may so partake of this bread and wine
that our sinful bodies may be made clean by Christ’s body,
and our souls washed through his most precious blood, and
that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.
AGNUS DEI
John 1:29
Minister:
“Jesus is God’s Lamb, who takes away the world’s sin!”
People:
Have mercy on us, O Lord and grant us your peace.
THE LORD'S SUPPER
Minister:
Christ our Passover, sacrificed for us.
People:
Therefore, let us keep the feast!
Minister:
The gifts of God for the people of God.
People:
Thanks be to the Lord!
COMMUNION MUSIC
(Lyrics on page 12) “Do This In Memory of Me” Chris Muglia © 2010
(Lyrics on page 13) “Communion”
Christ Padgett © 2010

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
CONFESSION OF SIN
Psalm 51:1-3, 10 (ESV)
Unison:
According to the multitude of your tender mercies
blot out our transgressions. Wash us thoroughly from our
iniquities, and cleanse us from our sins, for we acknowledge
our transgressions, and our sin is ever before us. Create in
us clean hearts, O God, and renew a right spirit within us,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Isaiah 1:18-20 (ESV)
Minister:
“‘Come now, and let us reason together’, says the Lord,
‘though your sins are as scarlet, they will be white as snow; though they
are red like crimson, they will be like wool. If you consent and obey, you
will eat the best of the land; but if you refuse and rebel, you will be
devoured by the sword.’ Truly the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”
Minister:
People:
Minister:
People:
Minister:
People:
Minister:

The Lord be with you!
And also with you!
Lift up your hearts!
We lift them up to the Lord!
Let us give thanks to the Lord!
It is good and right so to do.
It is truly right, and our greatest joy to give you thanks
and praise, O Lord God of mystery and might, we
praise and worship you, for you came in silence, while
all lay sleeping, to enter our world as a child of humble
birth. We thank you for your Son, Jesus Christ, born of
your handmaid Mary. In his face we behold your glory,
for in his life as in his death is your gift of salvation. By
your Spirit, make our hearts burn with thanksgiving,
that we may give as we have received. Let our whole
lives be gifts of devotion to you, and may our earthly
praise be joined with the voice of the angels in heaven,
who continually exalt you.
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* ADVENT HYMN

“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”

George Strait © 2006

Hark the herald angels sing
Glory to the newborn king
Peace on earth and mercy mild
God and sinners reconciled
Joyful all ye nations rise
Join the triumph of the skies
With angelic host proclaim
Christ is born in Bethlehem
Hark the herald angels sing
Glory to the newborn king
Christ by highest heaven adored
Christ the everlasting Lord
Late in time behold him come
Offspring of a virgin's womb
Veiled in flesh the godhead see
Hail the incarnate deity
Pleased as man with man to dwell
Jesus our Emmanuel
Hark the herald angels sing
Glory to the newborn king
Hail the heav’n born prince of peace
Hail the son of righteousness
Light and life to all he brings
Ris'n with healing in his wings
Mild he lays his glory by
Born that man no more may die
Born to raise the sons of earth
Born to give them second birth
Hark the herald angels sing
Glory to the newborn king
7

GOSPEL LESSON
Luke 1:26-38 (ESV)
1:26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a
city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man
whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin’s
name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O
favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29 But she was greatly troubled
at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might
be. 30 And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you
have found favor with God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your
womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32 He will
be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord
God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will
reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will
be no end.” 34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I
am a virgin?” 35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will
come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow
you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of
God. 36 And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also
conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was
called barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 And
Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me
according to your word.” And the angel departed from her.
Minister:
People:

SERMON NOTES

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ!
Thanks be to the Lord!

* PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
SERMON

Reverend Roy R. Bennett
“Let It Be According to Your Will”

PASTORAL PRAYER
* DOXOLOGY

Praise
Praise
Praise
Praise

God from whom all blessings flow;
Him all creatures here below;
Him above ye heavenly host:
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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