The Celtic Cross is an ancient Christian symbol. The cross proper
recalls the death of Christ for the sins of his people, while the circle is a
historic symbol of God’s eternal nature. Jesus’ name is at the center,
depicted by the Greek letters “Ιης” and is surrounded by the vine and
branches, representing our relationship to Him. At the bottom,
CHRISTUS VICTOR, “Christ is Victorious,” testifies to his triumph over
sin and death on the cross. This Celtic cross is used by permission of
Saint Paul’s Presbyterian Church in Orlando, Florida. Each of the five
panels represents a significant event in Christ’s life.

Exalting Christ through Worship,
Renewal, Community, and Partnership

HIS REIGN
The wounded lamb as Christ reclining on the book of seven seals
is a historic symbol of the reigning Christ. The three-rayed
nimbus is an ancient symbol of deity. (Revelation 5:9-12)
HIS RESURRECTION
Lilies traditionally represent the resurrection; the trumpet
heralds Christ’s certain and triumphal return. (1 Corinthians
15:54; Matthew 24:31; Luke 12:27)

HIS ATONEMENT
The crown of thorns and nails testify to Christ’s sacrificial
death on the cross. (Hebrews 2:17; John 19:2; 20:27)

HIS BAPTISM
The dove and tongues of fire symbolically portray the Holy
Spirit. (Matthew 3:10; Acts 2:3)

HIS INCARNATION
The open Bible is the Word of God. The
double lighted candlesticks represent the
dual nature of Christ—his deity and his
humanity. (John 1:1-14)

CHRIST CHURCH VENTURA
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA

To all who are spiritually weary and seek rest; to all who mourn and long for
comfort; to all who struggle and desire hope; to all who sin and need a
Savior; to all who are strangers and yearn for home; to all who hunger and
thirst after righteousness; and to whoever will come; this church offers a
genuine welcome in the name of the risen Lord Jesus Christ.

WHAT IS OUR MESSAGE?

The great good news is that God has taken it upon Himself to do
something for us that we are powerless to do for ourselves. The
Gospel is simply this: sinners are forgiven and accepted by God
because of the work of Jesus Christ. Trust in Christ’s finished work is
not just the beginning of the Christian life, but the means and end
as well. The Gospel is what must be applied more and more deeply
in order to live as a Christian. The power of the Gospel is not merely
about forgiveness and improvement, but renewal and wholeness.
A GOSPEL-SHAPED MINISTRY

• The Gospel changes people — Through the continual application of the
Gospel we become more like Christ.
• The Gospel produces joy —

Grace frees us from both condemnation
and self-righteousness to enjoy God fully.

• The Gospel defines community — In union with Christ, we become God’s
sons and daughters—His new people.
• The Gospel points outward —

Grace disengages approval seeking,
engenders authenticity, and curbs pride.

WHAT DO WE BELIEVE?
We embrace the historic Christian faith — believing the timeless
truths held in common by the church in all ages and places. We
wholeheartedly affirm the classic doctrines defined by the Apostles’,
Nicene, and Athanasian Creeds.
• The Trinity —

There is only one God eternally existing in
three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

• The Incarnation — The person Jesus Christ is the only Son of
God who is both fully God and fully human.
• The Atonement — Jesus died on a cross and was raised from
the dead in order to redeem us from our sins.
We also embrace the Reformed Christian faith — believing the
biblical teachings that were restated during the Protestant
Reformation. This great renewal of the church in the 16th century
has given us a common heritage in the classic “solas”.
• Scripture Alone — The Bible is the one source of divine revelation and
the only completely reliable guide for faith and life.

• The Gospel informs attitudes — As Christians, we desire the peace and
wellbeing of our communities and cities.

• Christ Alone — Salvation is accomplished by the substitutionary
atonement of the historical and sinless Christ alone.

• The Gospel removes barriers — Reconciliation humbles us so that we
may become agents to reconcile others.

• Grace Alone — We are rescued from God’s anger, freed from sin’s
bondage and lifted to new life by His grace alone.

• The Gospel renews culture —

• Faith Alone —

Christ’s righteousness is imputed to us as the only
possible satisfaction of God’s justice by faith alone.

• God Alone —

The sole purpose of our creation and redemption
is to enjoy God’s presence and live for His glory.

•

All of life matters to God and we are
to pursue all vocations with excellence.

The Gospel builds momentum — Church planting is the result of and the
WHAT DO WE
BELIEVE?
means
to fulfilling the great commission

CHRIST CHURCH VENTURA IS A CONGREGATION
OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA
Alive by God’s grace, we aim to know, love, and follow Jesus
through historic worship, gospel renewal, genuine community, and
global partnership to the end that God’s people are gathered and
Christ’s Kingdom is extended throughout Ventura County and beyond.
CHURCH OFFICERS
Teaching Elder Roy R. Bennett (ojairoyb@gmail.com)
Ruling Elder David Blank (cosmos.psa19@rocketmail.com)
Ruling Elder Brad Durant (braddurant@verizon.net)
Deacon Ernie Rivas (abodigital@mac.com)
Deacon David Logan (sharkseven@gmail.com)
CONTACT INFORMATION
Martha Etchart (Office Manager) venturachristchurch@gmail.com
PO Box 25 Ojai, CA 93024 (805) 452-3354
www.christchurchventura.org
WORSHIP LOCATION
Christ Church Ventura meets for public worship services in person,
Sundays at 1:30pm (196 North Ashwood Ave.)
Christ Church Ventura will continue to stream services live on YouTube.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
CHILDREN’S ED (ages 2-18) — Class Dismissed indefinitely
MEN’S STUDY GROUP — Online class, (Contact David Blank)
WOMEN’S STUDY GROUP — Online class, (Contact Rebecca Durant)
ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING — Has been moved to
January 30th. This meeting will be held directly after worship for the
presentation of CCV vision and budget for 2022, approval of Pastoral
Search Committee and Chair, and to hear from the pastor and elders
on the church’s ministry.

Order for the Celebration and Worship of God
Third Sunday after Epiphany; January 23, 2022 1:30pm
* Congregation standing
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE (Lyrics on page 2)

“Sovereign Grace”

(Sandra McCracken © 2005)

CALL TO WORSHIP
Psalm 27:1-5 (ESV)
Minister:
The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I
fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be
afraid? When evildoers assail me to eat up my flesh, my
adversaries and foes, it is they who stumble and fall. Though an
army encamp against me, my heart shall not fear; though war
arise against me, yet I will be confident. One thing have I asked of
the Lord, that will I seek after: that I may dwell in the house of the
Lord all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the
Lord and to inquire in his temple. For he will hide me in his
shelter in the day of trouble; he will conceal me under the cover of
his tent; he will lift me high upon a rock.
INVITIATORY
Minister:
Lord, open our hearts.
People:
And enable us to worship you in spirit and truth.
Minister:
Glory to the Father and to the Son and the Holy Spirit.
People:
The Lord has revealed his glory and grace.
Unison:
O come let us sing and exalt our Lord and King!
* HYMN OF PRAISE (Lyrics on page 3)
“Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing”
(Chris Rice © 2006)

All Music reproduction is by permission CCLI# 2200400
1

SOVEREIGN GRACE
Sovereign grace over sin abounding
Ransomed souls, the tidings swell
Tis a deep that knows no sounding
Who its breadth or length can tell
On its glories, let my soul for ever dwell
What from Christ that soul can sever
Bound by everlasting bands

CREED
You I believe in God the Father, maker of heaven and earth
And in Jesus Christ his only son, I believe in the virgin birth
I believe in the man of sorrows, bruised for iniquities
I believe in the lamb who was crucified, and hung between two thieves
I believe in the resurrection, on the third and glorious day
I believe in the empty tomb, and the stone that the angel rolled away
He descended and set the captives free
And now he sits at God's right hand and prepares a place for me
Chorus

Once in him, in him for ever
Thus the eternal covenant stands
None shall take thee
From the strength of Israel’s hands
Heirs of God, joint-heirs with Jesus
Long ere time its race begun
To his name eternal praises
O what wonders love has done
One with Jesus, by eternal union one
On such love, my soul, still ponder
Love so great, so rich, so free
Say, while lost in holy wonder
Why, O Lord, such love to me
Hallelujah! Grace shall reign, Hallelujah! Grace shall reign
Hallelujah! Grace shall reign eternally

2

This is my creed
The witness I have heard
The faith that has endured
This truth is assured
Through the darkest ages past
Though persecuted it will last
And I will hold steadfast
To this creed

I believe he sent his spirit, to comfort and to reveal
To lead us into truth and light, to baptize and to seal
I believe he will come back, the way he went away and
Receive us all unto himself but no man know that day
Chorus
I believe he is the judge, of all things small and great
The resurrected souls of men, receive from him their fate
Some to death and some to life, some to their reward
Some to sing eternal praise, forever to the Lord
And through the darkest ages past though persecuted it will last
And I will hold steadfast to this creed

15

* PRAYER OF COMMITMENT
Unison:
Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us with
the spiritual food of the most precious body and blood of
your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in
these holy mysteries that we are living members of the body
of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And, O Lord,
grant us this other benefit: that you will never allow us to
forget these things; but having them imprinted on our
hearts, may we grow and increase daily in the faith which is
at work in every good deed. And now, Father, send us out to
do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and
to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.
* BENEDICTION
Numbers 6:24-26 (ESV)
Minister:
“The LORD bless you and keep you;
The LORD make his face to shine upon you
and be gracious to you;
The LORD lift up the light of his countenance
and give you peace.”
Minister:
People:

Go in peace to love and serve the risen Lord Jesus.
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE (Lyrics on page 15)

“Creed”

(Petra © 2013)
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COME THOU FOUNT OF EVERY BLESSING
Come thou fount of every blessing
Tune my heart to sing thy grace
Streams of mercy never ceasing
Call for songs of loudest praise
Teach me some melodious sonnet
Sung by flaming tongues above
Praise the mount I'm fixed upon it
Mount of thy redeeming love
Here I raise my Ebenezer
Hither by thy help I come
And I hope by thy good pleasure
Safely to arrive at home
Jesus sought me when a stranger
Wandering from the fold of God
He, to rescue me from danger
Interposed his precious blood
O to grace how great a debtor
Daily I'm constrained to be!
Let thy goodness like a fetter
Bind my wandering heart to thee
Prone to wander Lord I feel it
Prone to leave the God I love
Here's my heart, O take and seal it
Seal it for thy courts above

3

* PRAYER OF ADORATION
Unison:
Give us grace, O Lord, to answer readily the call of
our Savior Jesus Christ and proclaim to all people the Good
News of his salvation, that we and the whole world may
perceive the glory of his marvelous works, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

We remember how you loved us to your death
And still we celebrate, for you are with us here
And we believe that we will see you when you come
In your glory, Lord, we remember, we celebrate, we believe

* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
Heidelberg Catechism #3-7
Minister
How do you come to know your misery?
People:
The law of God tells me.

Now we recreate your love we
Bring the bread and wine to share a meal
Sign of grace and mercy, the presence of the Lord

Minister:
People:

HE WILL HOLD ME FAST

What does God’s law require of us?
Christ teaches us this in summary in Matthew 22
—Love the Lord your God with all your heart and
with all you soul and with all your mind and with
all your strength. This is the first and greatest
commandment. And the second is like it: Love
your neighbor as yourself. All the Law and the
Prophets hang on these two commandments.

We remember how you loved us to your death
And still we celebrate, for you are with us here
And we believe that we will see you when you come
In your glory, Lord, we remember, we celebrate, we believe

Minister:
People:

Can you live up to all this perfectly?
No. I have a natural tendency to hate God and my
neighbor.

Minister:
People:

Did God create people so wicked and perverse?
No. God created them good and in his own image,
that is, in true righteousness and holiness, so
that they might truly know God their creator, love
him with all their heart, and live with him in
eternal happiness for his praise and glory.

We remember how you loved us to your death
And still we celebrate, for you are with us here
And we believe that we will see you when you come
In your glory, Lord, we remember, we celebrate, we believe

Minister:
People:

Then where does this corrupt human nature come from?
From the fall and disobedience of our first
parents, Adam and Eve, in Paradise. This fall has
so poisoned our nature that we are born sinners—
corrupt from conception on.

Christ, the Father's great Amen
To all the hopes and dreams of every heart
Peace beyond all telling, and freedom from all fear

See the face of Christ revealed in
Every person standing by your side
Gift to one another, and temples of your love
We remember how you loved us to your death
And still we celebrate, for you are with us here
And we believe that we will see you when you come
In your glory, Lord, we remember, we celebrate, we believe
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WE COME TO YOU
By your body and blood,
By Your life and your love
Renew us.
May your sacrifice be forgiveness in me
Heal us
We come to you.
We come to you broken, hungry.
We come to You. We come to You
Make us whole again.
In the body of Christ we are brought to new life
Restore us.
May the flesh that we eat and the blood that we drink
Save us
We come to you
We come to you broken, hungry
We come to You We come to You
Make us whole again
By Your love, by Your grace, we are one

PSALTER LESSON
1

2

3

Isaiah 43:1-3 (ESV)

But now thus says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob,
he who formed you, O Israel:
“Fear not, for I have redeemed you;
I have called you by name, you are mine.
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you;
and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you;
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned,
and the flame shall not consume you.
For I am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.
I give Egypt as your ransom, Cush and Seba in exchange for you.

Minister:
People:

The Word of the Lord!
Thanks be to God!

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

(The congregation is encouraged to participate both verbally and in silence.)

Unison:
Almighty God, in whom we live and move and have
our being: we, your beloved children, offer you our humble
thanks for having preserved us from the beginning of our lives
to this day. We especially praise you for having delivered us
from the dangers and uncertainties of this past week. We now
ask you to accept our praise and thanks for Jesus’ sake.

We come to you
We come to you broken, hungry
We come to You We come to You
Make us whole again

Minister:
People:

Jesus, remember us as you extend your kingdom.
Lord, hear our prayers.

Minister:
People:

We pray for the church of Christ through the earth.
Lord, hear our prayers.

We come We come to you

Minister:
People:

We pray for those who serve in Christian ministries.
Lord, hear our prayers.
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Minister:
People:

We pray for those who govern in every country.
Lord, hear our prayers.

Minister:
People:

We pray for those who nurture marriages and families.
Lord, hear our prayers.

Minister:
People:

We pray for those who study, pray, and fast.
Lord, hear our prayers.

Minister:
People:

We pray for those who lack food, clothes, and shelter.
Lord, hear our prayers

Minister:
People:

We pray for those who suffer and sorrow.
Lord, hear our prayers.

Minister:
People:

We pray for those who struggle to believe the gospel.
Lord, hear our prayers.

Minister:
People:

We pray for those who face dangers and temptation.
Lord, hear our prayers.

Minister:
People:

We pray for those who lead, teach, nurture, and serve.
Lord, hear our prayers.

THE LORD'S PRAYER
Matthew 6:9-13 (ESV)
Our Father, in heaven, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts,
as we also forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil: For yours is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
1 Corinthians 11:23-26
Minister:
Therefore, we proclaim the faith!
Unison:
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.
PRAYER OF APPROACH
Unison:
We do not presume to come to this your table, O
merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but in your
great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up
the crumbs under your table. But you are the same Lord,
whose nature is always to have mercy; grant us therefore,
gracious Lord, that we may so partake of this bread and wine
that our sinful bodies may be made clean by Christ’s body,
and our souls washed through his most precious blood, and
that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.
AGNUS DEI
John 1:29
Minister:
“Jesus is God’s Lamb, who takes away the world’s sin!”
People:
Have mercy on us, O Lord and grant us your peace.
THE LORD'S SUPPER
Minister:
Christ our Passover, sacrificed for us.
People:
Therefore, let us keep the feast!
Minister:
The gifts of God for the people of God.
People:
Thanks be to the Lord!
COMMUNION MUSIC
“We Come to You”

(Lyrics on Page 12)

(Joseph Blakesley © 2010)

“He Will Hold Me Fast”

(Lyrics on Page 13)

(Keith and Kristyn Getty © 2006)

* HYMN OF TRUST (Lyrics page 7) “The Church’s One Foundation”

(Indelible Grace © 2001)
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Minister:
The Lord be with you!
People:
And also with you!
Minister:
Lift up your hearts!
People:
We lift them up to the Lord!
Minister:
Let us give thanks to the Lord!
People:
It is good and right so to do.
Minister:
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, that we should
always give you thanks, O Lord; therefore, with the angels, we exalt
and magnify your glorious name, evermore praising you.
THE SANCTUS
Isaiah 6:3; Psalm 118:26
Minister:
“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts;
the whole earth is full of his glory!”
People:
“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!
We bless you from the house of the Lord.”

THE CHURCH’S ONE FOUNDATION
The church's one foundation is Jesus Christ her Lord
She is His new creation by water and the Word
From heaven He came and sought her to be His holy bride
With His own blood He bought her and for her life He died

Elect from every nation, yet one over all the earth
Her charter of salvation, one Lord, one faith, one birth
One holy Name she blesses, partakes one holy food
And to one hope she presses with every grace endued

SERMON NOTES
Mid toil and tribulation, and tumult of her war
She waits the consummation of peace forevermore
'Til, with the vision glorious, her longing eyes are blessed
And the great church victorious shall be the church at rest

Yet she on earth hath union with God the Three in One
And mystic sweet communion with those whose rest is won
O happy ones and holy! Lord, give us grace that we
Like them, the meek and lowly, on high may dwell with Thee
10
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PSALTER LESSON

Psalm 42:1-11 (ESV)

To the choirmaster. A Maskil of the Sons of Korah.
1

2

3

4

5

7

8

9

10
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As a deer pants for flowing streams,
so pants my soul for you, O God.
My soul thirsts for God, for the living God.
When shall I come and appear before God?
My tears have been my food day and night,
while they say to me all the day long,
“Where is your God?”
These things I remember, as I pour out my soul:
how I would go with the throng and lead them in procession
to the house of God with glad shouts and songs of praise,
a multitude keeping festival.
Why are you cast down, O my soul,
and why are you in turmoil within me?
Hope in God; for I shall again praise him,
my salvation 6 and my God.
My soul is cast down within me; therefore I remember you
from the land of Jordan and of Hermon, from Mount Mizar.
Deep calls to deep at the roar of your waterfalls;
all your breakers and your waves have gone over me.
By day the Lord commands his steadfast love,
and at night his song is with me, a prayer to the God of my life.
I say to God, my rock: “Why have you forgotten me?
Why do I mourn because of the oppression of the enemy?”
As with a deadly wound in my bones, my adversaries taunt me,
while they say to me all the day long, “Where is your God?”
Why are you cast down, O my soul,
and why are you in turmoil within me?
Hope in God; for I shall again praise him,
my salvation and my God.

Minister:
People:

The Word of the Lord!
Thanks be to God!

* PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
SERMON

Reverend Matthew Trexler
“Faith and Depression”

PASTORAL PRAYER
OFFERTORY

“I Asked the Lord”

(Indelible Grace © 2004)

* DOXOLOGY
Praise
Praise
Praise
Praise

God from whom all blessings flow
Him all creatures here below
Him above ye heavenly host
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
,,,,,,,,,,,,,
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* PRAYER OF DEDICATION
CONFESSION OF SIN
Unison:
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your
Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your
name. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Isaiah 54:9-10 (ESV)
Minister:
“For this is like the days of Noah to me, when I swore
that the waters of Noah would not flood the earth again. So I have
sworn that I will not be angry with you nor will I rebuke you. For the
mountains may be removed and the hills may shake, but my
lovingkindness will not be removed from you, and my covenant of
peace will not be shaken, says the Lord who has compassion on you.”
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